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TEREMIE Chap. =*x60 
ferſe' 14 Oye diſobedient rofl turne &= 
gaine,. fauh the Lord, for 1 am youriLerd, 
and I willialgyeu one of a.citie,und two of 

« tribe, and Will bring yon to Zion. 
Verſe 15 And {will gine you Pahtors aey 


cording to mine heart, which ſha !l feede yon 
wth Wo ryoninge: #nd TATE 6 edges) 


Heſe watdes be part of " Ev 

ACA T hondation begunne jn;the 12:4 

Op verle ofthischap. .and niade tg 

3 the.capriue. I{raelits in Affirias 

PIGS in the g,ycieof Hoſtealipgot 
be ten.tybes azappeatrcth in 2.King: 17.6. 
And: 16; gx9weth.vppona:complaittagainſb 
luda, becauſe thatTudadid not. profittiyihe 
ugements of God:ypan Iſrael wich coms 
Plain beingendeds the Lord herecommans 
dththe1 phet1ta labor withtbe ten! tribes 


ny, Haptipitienthas.t 'mightpro« 
bews by Boſeapheions wh meg 


MOT Lo ogy nets Wer ern rn ee Ds uu —_ 7 
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© God wooins bus Church 
Y ypodi ther, and by timely and hearty repen: 
fl tance to turn vnto God, which ifthey would 
[| ecld vnto, the Lord doth alſs promiſe for 
kivvu troforgetalltheir finnes paſt, and tq 
Playe them-inthen former eſtate of libertic 
[ C-Ehs Seripturehath-two partes; an-Ex- 
; hortation, and a P:omiſfe. In the Exhortat). 
| on there arEtwo citcurhRRances to be confi- 
| eredvf :the firftisoftheperſens,;) the fee 
: corrdis of the matter ' fibre, 'The* perſons 
g he ewo-foldegextrorted,. antexhortins=the 
perſons exhorted arg:the captiuc Tewesdeſ- 
etibed" inthe twoo firſt wordes, diſobedrent 
#hildren',. The'\perfons'exhorting are alſo 
double, the LordbyToremy;and Teremyin the 
name of the Lord; and that appeares in theſe 
| wordes |ſatththe Lord 5) The matter ſybieat 
| vtio-folte;firlt, what it is that they are ex- 
|  Hortedynto, in theſe wordes, Turne agdine; 
ſecondly, a reaſon why, intheſe wordes, For 


2 exhorted;dothnotablyappeatothelitivutar 
wiledonievandwiiſpeakvable mercyof Gods 
of their ſinnes, bets ho bahaers Rab as to 
 xepentancet Yeathar he may Seine chord to 
pie Op childrnbdhrajege. 
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ſhould take an aftion agajn(t Teremy, Far jt 

eaching their credit ; but he faith, Oye diſe- 
Fetentchairen, that fo hee mightcomins 
their conſciences,. ſtop their mouthes z ang 
take away all occaſion of boaſting, From thus 
wiſe courſe of wiſedome it. ſelfe ,, in calling 
mento God, both the miniſter of God,. anc 
cuery chriſtian brother may learne thus pro- 
fitable lefſon; that the readie{t way, to.bring 
menfrom their profaneneſle to true repen: 
tance» is firſt to conuince them offinne, and 
then to exhort them to. repentance. 'Mapy - 
cry repent, and. amend, thundering out. the 
1dgementsof God againſt the people ;.this 
ought to be dont; but if we. do not faritſhevy 
them what 15 amis, they wil fay as the proud Ih 
Jewes faid to Malachie ; What haue weedone? wal,z.13,1l 
But let Malachte tell them what theur words i 
are,and then they wil bluth for ſhame.'Then F 
will Felix tremble, when Paul preacheth of AR. 24,26; | 
rigbteouſnes,temperance; and indgementto b | 
come,all which do-concerne him. Then will | 


Dauid confes his fin '% vhen Nathan {ball lay 2.SaM, r 2.6 
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PR parable cloſe to his conſcience . Thenis | 
Nebel ſtriken agaſtone, when Abigaileſhal ,.z,w,,,,. 


wiſely watch hir time, -and tell himoof his (| 
churleſhnes... Then will the Samaritanc wo- 1, ,.,, | 
man leaye hir ſcoffing ,. when Chriſt ſhall 
come home to herconſcience, Then wil the 

Entribes return y ateue r they willr cturne) \ : 


miniſter of 
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Fen Teremy hal ſummon them before #od) 
indoement ſeat for diſobedience. And then 
may the Preacher look to profit by his pub- 
like dodrine; and the brother by his private 
counſell,' when firft they ſhal prone to their 
conſciences, that of this and that fin they are 
guilty. 
Secondly,from this wiſedome of God,we 
learne that it is /awfull and neceſlary for the 
nol of god ſomtime to vic {harp words, 
ifhe meane to do any good), ſpecially:when 
he hath todeale with men whoſe faces are of 
brafle, whoſe necks are of yron, whoſe harts 
arc offlint,and whoſe conlciences are ſeared 
vp with an hote iron, And yet he is notal- 
wayes to lay on loade, but ſometime ( with 


 Panle) to doubt whether hee ſhould come 


with a rod, or with the ſpirit ofmildneſſe; & 
as he ſhall perceive them either obſtinate,or 
tratable, ſo to make the edge of his repre- 
henfjon blunt; or ſharp; as he ſeeth his Stil to 


drop, {o toquicken or ſlake his fire;and fo to 
* Ntraine, or let downe the ſtrings, as that ner 


ther by too much ſtraining, or too much 


: Tooſeningthey be brought morc out of tuae 


% 
. 


then they were before. 

Againe he is not to handle all alike but to 
remember that as all the ſtrings ,-of an 1” 
hit are notalike placed, 
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 Thefrit Sermon. 
| Montoftune alike, 'andthat according to theie 
place,quantitie,andqualitic,cuery one muſt 
more or leſle bee ſtrained, ſo it muſt bea- 
mong men, The magiſtrate is to berepro- 
ued-but with great reverence, and ſingular b 
| modeſtic. The miniſter is to be reproued, 2.Tims.s, I 
but as an Elder. The elder ſort muſt be re- | 
prooued, bur as fathers. The yoonger ſort 
mult be reprooued , but as children, And 
| euery one according to his place and calling 
muſt be dealt withall, 1 Us 
Againe » if two be fallen into oneand the 
ſame finneghe is wiſely tc obſcrue how they 
came down» & wartily to puta difference be 
tweene the one and the other. T he one may 
fall by weakeneſle , the other of wilfulness 
the one of ignorance, the other of maliice: 
the one therfore with lenity, the other with 
ſeueritic muſt be proceeded againſt,alwaies 
tempering his ſpeechesaccording to the na* 
ture and diſpoſitions of perſons with whom 
he hath to deale,and according tothe quahi- 
tie and quantitic ofthe finne againſt which 
he dealeth : examples hereof we haue nota 
fewin the ſcripture. Chniſt will not breake _ 1 
the bruſed reede , nor quench the ſmoking 4 —_— Q 
flaxe, but the rebellious hee willbatter i bl 
peecey, like apotters vefſcll . Moſes was the 
meekeft man on earth,yet none morc angry. we 
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God woding his Chuyc 
torsthen he. Paul will perſwade Felix to be: 
come a chriſtian,' andwill conuey hmaſelte 
ito the bowels .vf the Gallatians to winne 
themto Chriſt, but hee meanethto take vp 
Peter for halting, and to pronounce Elimas 


' :the verie child of the deunill. 


-Asthis doftrine was alwayes profitable, 
ſo neuer more needefull then now, when 
there be quot homines tot ſententie;how many 
men-ſo many minds. Some would haue the 
preacher ſpeake alwaiesalike,and that of no+ 
thing but of mercy and ſaluation, to-pro- 
phefic ofnew wine-and ſtrong drinke,but in 
no caſe to awakethem out of their fins. Som 
would hane him alwaies to bee taundering 
out the 1udgements of God, and to minilter 
nothing but bitter purgations, as though all 
men were ſicke at once, or of one diſcaſe, or 
of one cauſe, Some againe can abide neither 
piping , nor mourning. It the munitter re- 
proue their ſinnes, they call hinya bulte con» 
trolour : If he ſhall applie the word tothe 
conſcierice, then, who made hima iudge? If 
hedenounce the iudzements of god,then he 
fraieth his audience. If he ſtandeth abouc-his 


; houtcithe he is tedious. If he entreat friend- 


ly,then he is glad to curry fquor. Ifhe he ſpar 


. ring; in reprofc, the he is afraid to diſpleale, 
x Ifhe ſpeake learnedly,.then he.is tooideepe- 
\., - ,» 1 Afplaincly, then heinodcholler, but ithe = 
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" Thefirit Sermox; 
will footh them vp with an Omne bene, ora 
nihil dicit, then he is the beſt church man 
that euer they knew. .. | 
Thirdly the Prophet telleth the TJewes of 
their diſobedience, that ſo hee might make 


them more fit to returne vnto God, being 


firſt humbled with the ſight of their ſinnes, 


toteach vs, that mall ourreprehenſfionsor 
admonitions» we mult ſeek the good of our 
brother, and the glory of God; as 1ohn the 
Baptiſt called the Phariſes and Sadduces a Mat.z,7 
gcncration of vipers, not to make: them de- 
ſpcrate,but fruitful in the workes of repen= 
tance. Andſurely (ood brethren)then is 

there hope-of doing good by ſharpe cen- 

ſures, when men may ſee that they are not 
cenſured of malice,or ro make them odious, 

or for ſome other ſiniſter reſpe@, but ofcon- 
ſcience and loue, ſeeking therby the good a- 
mendement of our brother, and that we are 

no whit glad for their faults, but rathcr grie.- 

ued at their falles. And if this rule were al- 
waies obſerued,amoneſt all thoſe to whome 
the cenſures of the church are committed , I 
doe not doubt but that much more good 
might be done,then is done;but if men ſhall 
ſce that their cenſyres(whatſocuer they are) 
proceede not froma hatred of finne, nora 
conſcience and care to amend their brethre, 
ut cither of ſlomack to revenge ther own 


8 

| God wooins his Church 

quarrelles, or from a couctous affeion, to 
maintaine their own gaines;alas, how ſhould 
they be regardedas they ought? Nay, howe 
ſhoulde the kingdome of Sathan bee ouer- 
throwen,when the golden iudge giveth ſen. 
rence? Howe can the rizhrmarke bee hir, 
when a wrong marke is ſet vppe to bee ſhot 
at? and howe can the Church bee terrible 
as an armie with banners, when the lea- 
ders of the army ſhall turne their {words 
points againſt their owne ſouldie:s:but this 
may {uff:{e forthe wiſedone of God in mene 
tioning their ſinnes, before hee calleth them 
to repentance, inthis firſt word diſobedzent. 

As the firſt word is a moſt euident teſti- 
monieof Gods wiſedome,ſo is the ſecond of 
his mercie;for lo,he calleth them ſtill by the 
names of children. Ohloue vnſpeakeable, 
that cannot ſo forget the workemanſhip of 
his owne hands, = albeit they had moſt 
ſhamefully abuſed his maieſtie, yet ſtill offe* 
reth to be theirfather, He ceaſeth not to try 
them by afflitions, to call them by his pro* 
phets, to draw them by his ſpirit, to wooe 
them by his benefits, to pardonthem inhis 
mercie, and torecciue them into his wonted 
fauour againe, Thus wee ſce that our God 
will not alwaies be chiding, neither will hee 
keepe hisanger for ever x fatherpit- 
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' The firit Serviou; * 
fon onall thoſe of whoſe returne there is 25 Arpliem; 
ny hope. ThisdoQrine will ſtand vsinitead 

many wates;firſt the papiſt may learne from «x; 
hence,that the-Lord doth not deale with vs, 
according te our deferts,but according tohis + 
merits in {eſus Chriſt, Secondly from hence » 

the afflited conſcience” (that groneth vader 

the burden of his ſinnes) may fetch comfort 
acain(t al the firy darts of Sathan , when hee 
ſhalbe ſurely perſwaded that in Teſus Chriſt 
the partition wall is broken downe, and the 
hand-writing faſtened vnto his croſſe, and 
therefore , that al his finnes ſhall not be able 

to ramper vp the gate of Gods 'mercie a» 
cainſt him . Thirdly this teacheth vs;thatif 3 
any be fallen by infirmitie , wee ſhoulde doe 
what wee can (with the ſpirit of brotherly 
loue, & longſuffering) toreſtere him again. 
And good reaſon, for if we be bound by the 
law of God to helpe vp a beaſt vnderhis 
burden , much more our brother; but alas, 
how ſtrange is this amongſt vs? If a mans 


foote hath ſlipped neuer ſo little, eſpecially 
ithee be a good man (and 'who can ſayhis 
heart is cleane?) profane men are ready to 
exclaime of him, but never labor toreclim 
him; netier remembring what our ſaujour 
Chriſt ſaid when he wrote yÞon the ground, leb$,y  - 

but forgetting themſelues to be laden both — _ | 
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God woting his Charch 


therafterhim with open mouth and ful cry. 
Now if the Lord ſhuld thus hotly purſue vs, 
as we do our brethren, what ſhonld become 
of vs? Fourthly,this gracious example of our 
heauenly father , dealing ſo mercifully with 
his diſobedient children, codemneth the vn- 
charitable praQtiſes of three ſorts of men:the 
firſt ſort is the Papiſts,whoſe fingers are dy- 
ed of aſanguine colour in the bloud of thoſe 
men, which haue but trapſgreflcd the dirtic 
decreesof an Italian prieſt;& yet theſe gnat- 
ſtrainers,and camel f walowers, bewaile the 
want of loue among vs: ſecondly it meeteth 
with anabulc in church goucrnours, who vic 
ſomerime to make out excomunications for 
fees, for trifles, and matters of ſmall impors 
tance,as though the greateſt cenſure of the 
church and the greateſt iudgement next to 
the generall indgemet may be dallied with- 
al, and fo farre abuſed, as thereby. to cut off, 
& calt out members of the church, to ſathan 
at mens pleaſures.Our zood God caſteth not 
off his people, no not for diſobedience, but 
ſill admoniſheth them,and taketh them for 
his children, ſo long asthere is any hope of 

returning thirdly it meeteth with the raſh 
-: &furious dealing of Browniſtswho(for ſom 

defects and blemiſhes ) calt off the whole 
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thurch of God; which is more then they 
oughtto do for two cauſes, Firſt thogh diſo- 
bedience be(as it isindeed)as the fin of wich 
crafty;-and whois not diſobedient in many 
thiigs?yet fo long as they cinot chalenge vs, 
for apoſtacy,as-we may ſome of themand fo 
long as there'is any hfe ofthe ſpirit atallin 
her, ſhe is'not tobe laied out vponthe colde 
ground. Bur foft a while: though thee hath 
not all her ornaments according to'the word 
of God, yet ſhe doth not refuſe them, if ſhe 
might lawfully come by them ;-butisreadie 
to receiue thera! whenfocuer ſhee may laws 
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fully obtainethem, Inthe meane'time ſhee xech.9.4 ij 
mourneth for her wantes , and ſecketh are- 
dreſſe as ſhe may; and ſucth as ſhe onght,and 
therefore nd doubt is marked on' the fore< 
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God woring hit Chnych. 
ther, weeare taught to cenſure finnein all 


men,but yet toindge charztably of all. And 


onthe otherfide to mdge. charitably of all, 
but ſo as we winke.not at finjhantyy for that 
were to hate our brother, -And this are wee 
19 mm; -while God calleththem diſo. 
bedient;yet (tll.children; and children,but 
yet diſobedient. Many thinke that wee hate 
themif we tellthem of their finnes, taking 
thoſe for their beſt friends, which do alwaics 
Gorh them vp in thew.finne»burttheſe men 
are, nuch; deceived; for the reproofe of a 
friend isbetter thenthe kiſle of aflatrerer; 


: yea,if Shimei an encmic {hall raile vpon Ds- 


vid, though that bee $himei his ſinne, yer it 
may beand oughtrto be Davids benefit, A- 
gainc-the {weetelt wordstothe care,arcnot 
21waies the wholeſomelt to the heart ;. no, 
the bitter pill 1s;better to parge,, then the 
Greete perfume. The boiſterous wind will 
make 2a man, bold his g:rment. faſt about 
him, when the gleaming ſunne will make 
kim putoffaltohis ſhirt. The thunder and 
hghroing doe more purifictheaire;thenthe 
calmeſtday infummer. Thegreeneltheabe 


; doth ofrencouer the fouleſt road,where the 


watcrisſtilleſt, there is itdeepeſl; be iai- 
xeſt garment doth-often COUCL: the-filthieſt 
carkas; when thebaite is moſtin fight , (the 


"—_ 
The fir# Sermon. 
in ſhew,is ſometime bur treaſon in ſubſtance; 
the Bec hath hir honey , ſo hath ſhea ſting, 
and the one ſhal wound more then the other 
ſhall heale; when Herodescourtiers ſhal crie 
to Herod, Oh the yoice of Gad, not of map, 
then muſt Herod come downe with amiſ- 
chiefe;when 400. falſe prophets ſhall ſay ts 
Acheb , go and proſper» then muſt Achdb 
looke leaſt tothrive,neither ſhal he returne 
in peace:and ſo much for the perſons exhor- 
ted,in theſe words,O ye diſobedient children, 

The perſons exhorting are,God by /ere= 
my , and the prophet in the name of the 
Lord, and this is of force alſo to enforcethe 
exhortation:as if he ſhould ſay, Idoe norof 
my ſelfe thus reproue you» for then you 
might thinke me too buſte, butthe Lord ſer 
me aworke, whoſe will I muſt obey, and 
therfore you muſt heare me with parience. 
Thus Ieremy pleadeth his commiſsion, partly 
for his owne diſcharge» and partly romake 
his meſſage of more credit and' force with 
them. And thus might Feremy reaſon. He 
that is buta ſeruant,muſt do this maſters meſ- 
ſave: Tam bur a ſeruant:therefore I muſt do 
| ny maſters'meſlage. And againe,he: thar 
doth bur his maſters meſſage,onghtnorthers 


LY 


tore to he blamed ;-' Ido thar,and nomoere, 
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his meſſenger faith; that muſtbe beleeucd: 
. but 'the Lord (by me his meſſenger) faith 
that youre dilobedient, .& promiferh thar 
3f you wilrurne againe, and obey him, he wil 
. beyour Lord; therefore you mult belecue 
It. And againe, whatſocucrthe Lord by his 
"meſſengers doth command, that muſt be o- 
w_— bur the Lord by mc doth commaund 
you to turne againe, therforeſce that you 0- 
y his commandement as you will anfwere 

at your-vtmoſt peril,” Here then we have 
three things to-confider of in the miniſters 


dignitic thirdly their durie, 

\ Their authoritie is very great; and their 
-d6hmmilTiont 15 very large; for behold (ſaith 
'the Lord to leremy)- 1 bane ſet thee ouer nati- 
:6is 4nd btngdonies,to plucke vp;and to root out, 
to deſtroy y , and tothrow downe.to build and to 


"plant - Bur how? Exechiet ſhewerh” how; 
Thou ſonne of mun', feare them not, nor their 


*vordes, although thou remaine among ſcorpi« 
"Ons, feare not theiy lookes, ; for they are a-rebel- 


Toms houſe ; verſe 7. "Therefore thou ſhalt 


ſpeake my Ar vato them : ſorhatirmoſt 
Þe done without feareand by ſpeaking the 
Word of Gad without ceafi ing. The miniſter 
of the Wor drherefore hath aarhbritic to IC- 


Yroue Fowenl -asthe png faith,b but not 
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of God:Firſttheirauthoritie; ſecondly their 


 Thefirit Sermon. 
(ich. He hatrauthoritie 4n Chriſts ſhead 4} 
td: pronounce forginenefſe of fimesrothe 19h, 20-334 | 
faithful as the Euangeli(tfanh, but-notts i 
abſolute whom he hſt'as the pope ſaith; He 
hath authoritie to reprove things amiſſe in1 
the church, or the common: weale by doc- 
trineas the word faith , -but not of himſelfe 
toreiorme by practiſe, as Browniſts ſaie, tot 
depofition of Princes belongs to God only2 
forgiueneſle of ſinnes , belongeth to God 
 only*reformation of churches and commort 
weates belongerth ro:Princes onely, butthe = 
reprouing of tm inprince,church,or comen 
wealth belongerh ro /miniſters alſo . And 
thivin wiſedome and diſcretion, they may 
& oughr to do. Nay bloud for bloudzifthey 
do letfe then this, if they do more then this, 
and if they doctor all rhis; Why then ſhould 
Moſesbe murmured at?why ſhald Micheabe 
lmtren? or why ſhould /eremybe impriſo+ 
 ned?and al thus troubled for execuring rheir 
comriiiſsion? haue they not authoritie to 
peake? Nay we fay to you,(if you be angrie 
with ys for this) as your feruants will ſay for 
theinſelnes. We are bur ſeruants, it isno> 
thing to vs, agree without maſter and wee 
ſhallbe content , -wee may ſpeake wharhis 
word ſpeaketh,for-we haueauthoritie., and 
fo much we muſt fpeake, for therefore are 
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Timothie was, yetall the meſsengers of the 


meaſure of the gift of Chriſt. And therfore 


they areasorhers, thatis, becauſe they ©. 


God wooing his Church 


for the anthoritie of Gods miniſters, 
As their authoritie is great,ſo is their ca[- 


mp 


lingexcellent,and honourable,in reſpeRt of 


their office,and of his perſon,whoſe mouth 
they are. We can thinke as baſely vfour 
ſclues,asSany can either think or ſpeak of yy, 
bur if it be an excellent thing to bee a kings 
ambaſſadour, howe much morethen to be 
embaſſadour tothe king of heauen & earth? 
Therfore are they called in the ſcripture by 
names of great account; as Angels Stars, Fa- 
ther. Horſemen,and Chariots of Iſrael,wherof 
ſome beold as Hel# was , ſome be young as 


Lord leſus. Some haue tenne talents, ſome 
haue bur one, yetall mult occupie for their 
Lords aduantage, Some come at the firſt 
houre,ſfoneatthe laſt , yetall ſent of God, 
Some are like Iames and Tohn the ſonnes of 
thunder, ſome hike Barnabas the ſonne of 
conſolation, yetallthe meſsengers of God, 
Some haue receined a greater meaſure of 
g ts, ſome a lefſe, yerall according'to the 


letvs eſteeme of them as of the miniſters of 
Chriſt, and the diſpoſers of the ſecretsof 
God. Men they areas we are,that is our be- 
nefite,forit God himſelfe ſhould ſend forth 
his voice,we muſt yeeld yp our lines.Sinful! 


"—_— 
T he fir#t Sermon. : 
men, mortall they are as others are, and that 
35 becauſe they are finfuil; yet ſtill the meſs 
ſengers of God, and beſeech vs in Chriſt his 
ſtead to be reconciled vnto God.Ifthis were *©*520i 
rezarded , then Gods miniſters ſhovlde be || 
more regarded,and lefſe deſpiſed, more be- 
leeued, Jeſle diſgraced, better prouided for, 
lefſe pinched, and not ſo ſhametully ſlande- 
red and abuſed of ſo many as now they are, 
But alas, 1t is not once thought vpon of ma- 
ny , and therefore euecrie churliſh Nabal i 
denieth them maintenaunce » cuerie coue- \ W 
tous Achab 15ſicke for their liuings, every 
proud minion,and minfiing damſell longeth 521.4 | 
{ 


x 


tor their heads ina platter , cueric [adds is yy, cf 
dy-to betray them.Zidbjah the kings claw rKinga2 
ready-to betray i o 
backe will not ſticke to take hisfilt from MM 
their cheekes , Tertullas the oratour dareth A8.24.4,5M0 
call them peſtilent fellowes, and troublers of M 
the ſtate, if any man of his courteſie will = 
give the the hearing.Feſtus in his mad mood, 1g .c.,,;M 
will call them mad mer,and lay the fault (if }F 
there be any)vpon the learning too. Demas 2, Tim 4.rafil 
the wordling will giue.them the ſlip, .onely |} 
the poore widdow of-Sareptais founde re- * 2879 
leeuing poore baniſhed Elich. And ſome 

(thanks be to God) but not many in reſpe&t 

ofthe multitude , -haue the ambaſſadours of 

the Lord Teſus » inthat goodaccount which 
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for d6 not many grudge our meate, number 


our morſels, and reckon ourliuings to cues 
ry farthing? Chriſt commanded his to carry 


neither bread nor money; nor to put en two 
coites : he is a rich man nowadayes that hath 


two coates to put on, except ſome that haue 


twoo or three - benefices, for many in the 
world are turned out of all,and yet (God be 
thanked) they arc deliuered. We may ſay 


as Paul ſaide, we are afflicted on euery ide, 
in poticrty,yet not overcome of poucrty; as 
deadzyctaliue as ſorrowing, yet retoycing; 


_ as pofleſsimg nothing; yet hauing all things. 
In the time of popery one congregation <1d 
maintaine wany maſle-prieſts, now many 

congregations will hardely.maintaine one 


wo ny 4 2 | hs | 
zood preacher of the gofpel : and no mar- 
Pw) =, 


-uell; for then there were too many fooliſh. 


Bees that broughtall ther honny into the 
popes-hiue; and nowe wee haue too niany 


 droanes that ſucke allthe hony our of the 


churches hine; yea too many horſe-leaches, 


.-which alwaies cry, Giue,zme, but neuer ſay; 


Ho. One cricth,ziue metheccollege landes, 


another crieth, and mee thelandes of cathe- 
drall churches; another longeth for the im- 
propriations; the fourth muſt hauean o* 


ther benefice or two forto-buy him bookes 
withallz ONCc is licke for a deanry : and-ſome- 
are ficke ofa conſumption | 
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or twoo would reſtore'them againe,or fome 

other thing that ſhuld goto the chuich, and 

ſome willnot.leaue-631l tkey-haue the deuil} 

and all; pr. till the deuill- have them. Jf men 

take painiess ſome will tewarde themwith a 

thiſtte the reward of an Aﬀe | others would 
ſendaway.theix paſtours in warleicaſe ther 

the baſeſt officerin their kitchin , withaut 

cither warning or wages.:I blame not all.but 

all ſuch.. Why, ſay-ſome of theſe met; ca "i 
you. not. le as the apoſtles liued? Why ſay Wu 
Lagaine; letthen lay downe: their gaodsat A24-35 Bl 
the Apoſtles feete, 'and then letthemaslke ****. Bl 
that queſtion. Truclyyvany dceas Anante 
«as did,'if they giue one groat, they will/brag | | 
of two. Many. aske, frdmywhencecommerh ff 
the falLof the church?: Tndecde iris a'queſtis 
on tobe moued, thogh the di{cafe wilthard; 

ly or never be remoued: It s-Ag1d thardeuen 
Ufaoured:leane kine. dewoured;ſerrenfarre G 
kine,and this was Pharaceridreame;butnow | | 
{euenty. times ſeycp'ilfauoured leane: kine 
haue deuouredſeauen; hundied fatrt kine 5 ' 
and this isno dreame; but a very. trorh:: buy 

whetefore I pray you: are Gods:meſlengers 

thus handled? Doe-they demaunde their 

dueries}; No.they dareinotsfor the carthen 
potte;dareth»nor ſtriue againſt the braſeny 
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God wooing his Church 
loath to pay their reckoning. Whatis the 
cauſe? Any caufe will ſerue the turneimthis 
point. Facile inuenias baculum,quo canem ce- 
das. It is ancafic matter to find aiiſtaffe to 
beate a dogge withal! . When the Phariſies 
could not abide the doArine of Chriſt nor 
his diſciples, they quickly found a juſt de- 
fence of their quarrell. They do thaton the 
ſabbothdaie which is-not lawfull. :And wot 
you what that was;they plucked the cares of 
corne , - Our Phariſes alſo haue taken vp:the 


 fameaccuſationagainſt vs,for (ſay they) we 
 _ dothaton the ſaboth day that is nor lawful. 


And firſt to begin withakthey cric;out vpon 
himrebell,he wil not weare the furplis cuc* 
rie-funday and holy day. Againeghewill not 
reade all ſeruice atall times , and: therefore 
(whether lawediſpence with him':ormo'for 
his preaching we haue found ſufficient caulc 


j todenie him his dutie, | Againes hewillnot 


reade diuine-ſeruice. tothe walles and: the 


_ windowes: tothe ſtooles and the ſtones, & 


1s not! this cauſe ſufficient"to denie him his 
dutic? A gan, the y preach againſt papitts, 
Athcilts. vſurers,drunkards, ſwearers, lords 
of miſſc-rulc,abuſe of apparrell, and other 

airy Ow the ſabboth days and fuchlike | 
comendable, and common excerciſes of 
pood neighbourhood, and is notthisa Luft1- 


; a I 4 5 ®, Y a 
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mimſter his dutie, the lone of fo much'mo- 
ney were loſt , which in many yeares would 
amount'ts ſome round ſumme, and are nor 
all theſe, or any of theſe ſufficient” cauſes 
thinke you,to handle Gods poore miniſters 
and feruaunts as hath beene ſhewed before? 
But what hath good queene Elizabeth done, © 
that ſhe can ger Tnothing of ſome of them, T' 
hope it is not becauſe ſhe hath baniſhed ido-' 
latrie and brought inthe goſpel, Somecan_ 
rob Peter to'pay Paul; (they ſay)bur theſe - 
men can cunningly rob both Peter and Paul. 
too,and pay neither of both. Well, we haue 


beene all this while but- -among! the carcy*® 

of corne-:* but whit? Are wee ſhaipe' in 
reproouing their ſfifine ? 'No , wee'dare* not © 
lay to Herod, thou niultHot: -havethy brg<' 


thers wife, wee mayor ay; that a'"righe 
papift is'a ranke traitour , leſt wee ſhould 
betold, that when we are m our pritiileged 

places ,”wee prate what we hft , 'as once 
Iwas tolde, "We may not ay the magi- 


ſtrates are profaners of the fa beth day; PRy "1 
they ſuffer ir tobce profaned, though 
the word faith fo, And to meddle with a- 
Iy abuſes or corrupri6ns in the church , is 
Auribus canem, to pwl a dogge' by the 
ares, and to put out hande into x hornets 


; Ec) learned: farher (who, belike had 
y C Ee OT1u vil yp ne "I ſaid once ifnat” Py 
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often) Turioreſt diſcenty, quem dacentis rele; 


Tt,is better to icarngthen toOteach, ;: :+bur.; ce. 
mm. wr ſay irowadayes,' T utior oft peccantic,guam 
arguentis. canditio. , Iris more. daung 2eraus to. 
reprooue linae;then tocommir linge. And if 
eaugt,tt.were true, its now true, that Tepores | 
concionantur leonibuc, we muſt preach, fear, 
ay noore hates betore,proude hons; for a v0, 
pleaſe them.not, they will lay as Arbgb ads: 
lcedoth not prophecie $a0d VitO ap bis. 
emili aud.therefore myſoule doth hate him, 
W. ' reade. that Pharaa cried, againſt the 
raclites as appearethin:Exod..5,8., Gige. ohom 
ug; 203.0 e ſtraw, but letthemgather it Mk og 
vd vet.6 F3 where they can, and yet We W4 Ul bane. 
tale of bricke . "nd why {a? far a. 
berdlt and crie, Let vs got three daies journyin- 
fo cherwylderneſe ſie and offer ſacrifice vata Gad. 
Sv play: many! with ys, forthey crie.,, Jezour 
paltorsand. L preachers haue .namore liberty ; 
giuenthem, let them gather their {tray thee. 
ſcines,; that-359 Ict. them preach as much as' 
they, will (for they; account of p preaching | hut: 
ago{iſtray: . ).. butinthe.meane ti mee wik, 
haue our whole tale of, brickc,thatis, all Our, 
old cuſtomesa; xd ceremonies kept wharſoe-, 
uer uerghcy be: and. albeit we hauc ng laws. fot 
them, yer. will, wee.haue them to doe as WEE, 
with And nyt Bpeaitogoot way. 
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fice; tharie (iy ee —— cab; 


hpg,to church,and to the-exwanicuery dayy; 


and there wee muſt beireprooned foreuene; 
fault,and this diet is not for our humors;and., 
they wereas good be idle as thus. .9&FBpied:; 
Kd as Pharzo vrged thoſe thipes at Iftacls: 
hands,. which hee would not ranch nyelis; 
with his leaſt foger: ſo theſe Pherdos would; 
lay heauict ;burthens vppon, the miniſters: 
tackes, then ether prince,Qr lawe; or cone; 
 cienge will warrant. Againg;becauſe the Re 
eyptian taske , was not done the, Iraelizes): 
= their officers were beaten, ::Þuco {giber.i 
cauſe their taske C1 meane. fot the taskeofh 
the:lawes .fox tharhaue weeborne,, andate! 
ready molbwilhoely .to.ynterzoln): burtbei 
rnſtiated taske of mens vohrideled: affe is: 
ons, whoſe behauiqur ſauourethiof the diſs: 
cipline of an alehguſe, becauſe, their: taske js} 
net done.:. we are: beaten wihithe: flartodes: 
rous tangues of vnrodly,beo,: with theres: 
proch of the a EeEhnof outs 
minitery, with:the bitingsof phanerticzand? 
if fame: might prewile-, with theldile oblier 
berrje, luing, and bfe it ſelfe g{ i $ortlicy'crie> 
Crucifige already ;the-Lord: (ifir behis will), 
 turne fuch, Pharapes. heats; Bar} wall not: 
the Lord:be reugoged of his-feruants wrong; 
and « oppreſvionzVes no doubt; for ikPrinces; 
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 foeuer theybe; how ſhal God iffer them at 
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God 'Woing his Church 


offered to their ambaſſadours;, rinich more 
will God. IfHamaen and efmmon ft ncke in 


the noſtrels of Iſrae], for their villinie offe. 
red to Danids meſſengers, much more ſhall 
theſe ſtinke before God. And if God made 
Ierufalem ,-yea'cuen famous Terufalem a 
heape of ſtohes, and the ſhame of the world, 


for mocking,deſpiſing, & miſuſing of Gods' 
meſſengers ; how fhall God ſuffer theſe op-' 
prefsing Phar«oes, whether they be papiſts, 
or atheiſts, or bberrines, or neuters, or Ma- 
chiauils,whether in city or conntry;whether' 


in village orin-cotaze,of whetfocutr or who 


laſt thogh he faffer them long to-efcape his 
heauy wrath? Thetefore Twould'wiſh that 
this contempt: and/negle of Gods mini- 
ſters mightbe baniſhed from amoneſt vs; 


for although in reſpe& of humane infirmi- 


ties, they arebutas other men are;although 
the meſſenger. of Sathan bee ſent ro buffer 
them; and though there bee:alawe in their 
members; rebelling againſt the laiv of their 


oh wretched me 


nc 


cell&tinreſpe&ofhitn whoſe imeſlagethey 
bring; aid in're 


FA 128 
| et of chs m 
» - 
E P «. 
ty Fe F \ d . * : TO OH TY Rog 
: . F , , . q 4 
; YL q Y Ls F $ p vl iN 4 * Y RP ”* 7 \ > | $ Pa bo LY OY $ & \ Y 
0 B4 p /, AAS THORN. BY T4 " . a y 
"4 I "y f) * n oy þ Y : {4 ar, F 015 " , "4 "or 6 , F TT 


minds,whereby many times they ate led (a-. 
oainſt ao wrt. tothe-lawof finne, 

nen that we are; yerin reſpet” 
oftheiroffice which: is honourable and ex- 
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Theft Sermon, © 
and reuerenced: and ſo much for the dignts 
tie of Gods miniſters. © ©. _ 
| Their authoritie is great, honourable is Offer want 
| their office, and greatistheir dignity ; their | 
ducty therefore muſt needesbe very great, 
bur whichis the greareſt | know nor. They 
arc meſſengers of Gods counſelles,therefore aa.z«.uy: || 
they wult be truſty ; they are fathers vnto *<o*4-16o 1 
Gods children , therefore they muſt be lo» _.. -. iſ 
ung and tender; they are builders of Gods — | 
church, ſtewards of Gods hotkolde,ſhepe- ** "* 
heards of Gods flocke , therefore they muſt " 
be Skilfull,faithfull,and watchful; they are 1 
captainesouer Gods church, which is terri-, cans. .: {i 
ble as ariarmy With banners; therefore they bY 
muſt notbe feareful and faint>hearted; they Mag.14 Ji 
arethe lightes of the world , and the falt of ilk 
the eatth , and therefore they muſt neither 
ſtand vydera buſhel, nor be vnſauoury;they 
are nurſes of gods tender ones, therfore their 
breaſts ſhould neuer be without milke;they 
are to heale with old and yong,with learned 
and vnlearned;with ſtrongand weake, with 
VR atiencand wif force hedss 
fore thiey maſt be wife, Iii the tinie of peace, 
andin thetime ofwarre,in time of proſperi- 
ty,and m'time ofaduerfity,in ſeaſon,and out. 
ofcalon;inkrall rimes;herfore they wult—@O | 
deno rime-feruers: Againſt principallitics FebeG6.1% | 
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God waving his Church 
againſt fleſh and bloudthe world & world. 
= fings,the deuillard hell, preſymprion and 
I. : 1; deſpaire , and againſt all ſin inothers and jn 
| chemſelues : (ryan and ſubreQs, be. 
fore angels & men,before heauen and earth, 
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Ser. As 
The firit Sermon. * 

the good, and commend the bad, encourave 
the wicked, and diſcourage the godly, if we 
ſpeake but ance a yeare, oncea quarter, or 
when we lift, or not atall and at all times as 
occaſion ſerueth, both inſtantly and earneſt- 
ly» we doe not the dutic of good meſlen- 
cers. Put if wee ſpeake Gods glorious will 
without adding or diminiſhing, in the cui-' 
dence of the ſpirit, to the conicience as wel 
tothe eare, tothe courticr and countries 

man, with courage and boidneſle , with/ 
wiſedome and diſcretion » with a'zeale of 
Godselorie, alouc of Godspeople, and a 

delire of their good, and thatcontinually, 
conftantly,and faithfully, then wee doethe 

cutie of Gods miniſters, Iftherefore any 
man ſhal ſend for Gods miuiſter, to ſchoole 

him befere hande , and to teach him either 
what to ſpeake, as gencrall doctrine with- 
out application , or howe toſpeake, as im- 
fine tearmes, -and filed phrales, to pleaſe: 
all, and to diſpleaſe none (asthe manner of" 
lome is, and who is not cunning inthe mi". 
mſters office, and in eucrie mans office: 
lating his owne) wee are'to lignifie thus: 
much vnto him; that wee'are not minis: 
ters of mens vnbrideled affeftions, but; 
o*f the Lordes:moſt holie will;- arid there 
ore wee muſt not ſpeake either whattheyi 
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God apooing his Charch 

for matter;and-maner as God wil;lo ſaid Mz. 
c<8i4h the tru propher to the kings eunuch, 
fo ſaid Balaan the falſe prophet to the King 
him(clfe; and ſo ſay we to euery one, And 
ood reaſon; for if the Lawyer wil ſcorne tg 
carne of the Diuine to pleade at the barre, 
why {hould the Lawyer take vppon himto 
teach the Diuine how to ſpeake 1n the pul. 

It? Andifour feruants are nor to doe our 
vB by other mens direQtions; ifthe ſte. 
ward mult not diſpoſe of his maſters goodes 
at another mans appointment; if the captain 
muſt not fight when the meane ſouldier wil 
appoint him; andif the ſouldier muſt nor 


_ fighr with ſuch weapons as his ennemie 


will appoint him , why then ſhould Gods 
miniſter (who is to pleade Gods matters, to 
doe Gods bufines , to diſpoſe of Gods trea- 
ſures, and to fight the Lords battels) become 
adlaue and aſeruant ro mens affeRions? It 
he ſhould (which God forbid) hurt he may 
do much;but God he {hal do none. Andyet 
Ideny not; bur that the miniſter is to receiue 
good counſel of any man. And the Coloſsi- 
ans may ſay tg' Archippus,looke to thy mini- 
ſKery. And ſe much for the authoritie,digni- 
tieand duetie of Gods miniſters . And thus 
much both for the perſons exhorted,and ex- 
horting. _ | | 
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of thar whereunto they are exhorred , and 
thenof the reaſon why. For the firſt,it is re 
peptance,and is here calleda turning again? 
alluding to one that is out of his way, and 
cannotcome into the right way , except hee 
turne againe, orelſe to one that had left 
ſome thing behinde him , without which 
hisiourney could , not proſper , bur moſt } 
likely to a wife diuorſed from her husband, leen,z.,,Y 
foradulterie, burhe callingto mind the ol [ 
and ſweet loue that was wont tobe between 
them,calleth her againe, and offers ſtil to be 
her ſpouſe, ypon condirion that ſhee wil be- 

come anew woman. At all theſe ſtaies were 

weall of our ſelues, for by nature we are all 

gone out of the way,we are corrupt,and be= 

come abhominable, the waies of peace we 

have notknowen.But then did the Lord cal 

vnto vs,and ſaid, Adam where art thoucome Gen-y.5; 
mto the right way» Chriſt Jeſus the ſeed of * 
the woman,isthe way the truth and the life, 
walke thou in. this way, and he ſhall condu& 
thee directly ynto Chanaan the kingdome 
of heauen, _ RG ORs 

Againe, when we had found Chriſt the 
Way, wee made no more reckoning but 
thought that wehadall, when wee had the 

way, but. we were denied;for:we left bchind 

v3 the works of faith, and repentance. We 
 FEre goingta Ghnit, not like the wiſemen Mazwug: 
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'Bihs withouroyl6in our lartps; but behold, 
the Lord eafterh vitto vs, aid faith: -  Turne 
againeandtake your prouiſi on withyou, we 
it alforwent a whorihg after our ownenmenti« 
ike - Qns, we were irndging to hells, with bagge 
# and biggages "We had” plighted outtroth. to 
_ , the world, finne;and Sathan. 'Yet 1o:God of 
F ++: his infinite mercie and goodneſſe; ; ſendeth 
-mbaſſ>douts after-vs ; his Prophets, Apo- 
| F Mes, and minitters, to call vsbacke againe, 
and to offer vs condicions of peace. Nay hee 
ſent his owne fonne to call vs backe-againe, | 
and he crieth,Come vnto we,come vnto me, 
&c.' Nay God himſclfe calleth vrito vs, and 
he crieth vmto vs* why wil you die,O houſe 
"of Iacob, why wil you die? when this would 
_ notſerne,he falteth co entreating of vs, that 
Rc We would be'reconciled vnto him. Oh Joue 
i without compariſon. Thus hath our gocd 
18  Gad; and moſt gractous father forbidde the 
| bines ofmatrimonic berweene the'deuil and 
- vsandofferethysa better match, -euen his 
oyne ſonne,the heire of all things, and king 
ofheatienand carth, and all vpon 1 this condi» 
tron, that we will turne againes and forlake 
the deyill, with al his works;' and embrace 
19 ChriftTefup With'alhis: merites ,'and ſerus 
_— himin tglrcohaies, © aid true! holyne all the 
WS gaics $ofoi our Sife;bled d be his ndame for cucr. 
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The firs? Sermon. 


Well then, by this time wee ſee what true 
repentance 1s namely a continuall turomnga 
eaine vnto God , by forſa king ourold waies 
of of iniquitze,and ranſereſſion,and walking in". 
the new waies ofholy life, by caſting, off the : 
worke of darkenes, and putting onthe/ar- Rom.rs ra 
mour of light. This turning againe» Fa han , 
tred of all finne paſt, with ahearty forow for 
the ſame,with a care to preuent fin totomey j 
and a edfalt reſolution nottocntertaine it, 
when it is offered againe. - Tt is a congueſt xe cc, 3 
of our owne wills and affe tions, : and aſfubr \ 
ietingrhem vnto the will: of God, The 95 oY Mt i 
time of this turning. againe muſt be alwaies, 
b 
(1; 


proagutt| 


j\\ 
' 
| 
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even whule tris {aide to day; : I his turving 
22aine wult be by one certain way,/and; that 
is Takes Chriſt. And for' the better findin 
out of our-way,S&keeping of it beingHound, pr; no3; Þ 
we muſt needs haucalenterne to:our feete, il 
and a ghetto our pathes;.-gndthatmuſkbee } 
the word of God,read,preached. heards be- takes, - |} 
lecuedand meditated vpon.. Andbeganſle = j | 
we walke3n this world-as on'a (ek - -viglalle, port bi 
verie ſhipperie, and we vetie feeble-&:faint, 1 
wee muſt -haue the Kaffe:of faith ta:gor bys me 
ur. guide; muſt be the ſpirit of wedomy, 3 
knowledgroraderſtandingral couraghy: and Mn | { 
ſrength, And becauſe Chriſt our wayislior- 97 1 
ground... wee mult Soechare pra gh = 
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God woowg his Church 
ried yeuctie way before, and put vpon our 
Feete the ſhoocs of preparation to the 20. 


_ ſpel. In'this our turning again;we ſhal meet 


+ with many difcouragements ,we mult there« 
fore be conered with a helmet,of hope, and 
'- Jeft our oldenimies the world; the fleth, and 


-..,. the deui}l, ſhould make vs retire backe,; we 


thaſt put vpon 'vs the'wholearmour of =od, 
be valait,and quit our felues like men, and 
i march forward toward our heuenly Cha- 
-, mai; And tat any time wechanee to looſe 


_, Biit'wayzas being either benighted, weather 


© beatensvr otherwife beguiled, we muſt goe 


abvur the cittie; bythe ſ{treersand open pla- 
ces; :and enquire of the watehmen, the mi> 


nu niſters' that are ſer'to T9about the cittie, it 


they did not ſce him whome our fone lo- 
.: ueth&&ifthey ſhall ſhew vs where he1s;we 
niaft nutfay, I haveputoff my come; Howe 
thallb put ombutleauing atl ſactvdilatory 


.: *-: pleavs; rurhe dgaine-y) and meete him with 


proat Toy<- o- BOP 


» 


. .>\If eſe tbe the properties and qualitics'of 
trucirepentance;thenare many inthe world 
far fromttrucrepentance's The apifts,di- 
fpente- ith wurther & treſon:Thefprice of 


: * Whordome, inceſt, ſodomirry,patricide;ma- 


61. y..: "Ion... WET F489 go) 
tricidesfratricide » & of all fin is fet:down ln 
the tharker of Rome where; Onnis vexe/is, 


The fir it Sermon. 
{er,far inough therefore are they from true 
repetancezneither can they be ſaued,excopr 
they rurne againe. Their fooliſh penance of 
wlnppingzcreeping to the crolle, going bare 
foote;and fuch like,God never required,and 
therefore no rrue conuerſ10n, exceptthey 
leaue rheſe toics and: turne againe;/ I he 
Turke followeth his Alcaron, cuen gdarke- Tukes, 
nelle it ſeife, leauing the word of God, euen 
11ght it ſelfe; and therfore ſo long as hedoth | 
ſo he cannot turne againe. The Iewes denied #| 
Chriſt the rightway,aud therefore they are Tevei. + 
farre from this turning 2gaine. The Ana- 
baptiſt 'reieteth the written word of God, 
and relieth yppon his droufie dreaimes, ant 
night-reuilations; and therfore ſhal not poſ- 
ivly find the right way, excepthe turne a- il; 
gains, T he Neuter is forany wayzand there- gw, 
fore out of the right vay, except he turne a» | 
caine. The Atheiſt ſaith im his hearrthereis l 
no Cod. The Machiuel with the Atheiſt;wil Atheits. 
notacknowledge that there is either god or | 
deuill,hell or heauen;,and in all their ations 
they quench the ſpirit of god, which one day 
they thal know to their coſt, except they xe- 1 
_ Une, "Phe prophane worldling, with Eſa Woildtings 
weepethnotfor his fins.,: but for the loſſegf - 1 
fom worldly com odity, burtthis is no true tur. © ©} 
ning, The prefumptuous perſon drines of al Prefuwprag 
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God wakbs Chuych 
"ted.ifintime hee doe not turne againe. The 
deſperate perſon is'nt hatred with, hamſelfe 
| Hobie Grads bak becauſe he wanteth Chriſt 
the way,and the ſtaffe of faith; he layeth vi- 
olent hands vpon bis owne body, and de. 
troieth the good creature of Gods ando 
turneth further from god, then euer before. 
The turning t:rner that turneth with the 
weathercocke inthe wind.muſt alſo turne a- 
gathe before he canbe ſaued. The church. 
papiſt turnerth in ſhe, but not in truth, and 
_ therefore mult looke for-his portion with 
hypocrites excepr hee turne againe. The 
Barbarians turned from one opinionto ano- 
ther,bur both in extreinities; for one while 
-they indged Panlasa mutrtherer, another 
while they eſteemed him as a God.. Our 
- -Browniſts alſo once accounted highly of 
gods miniſters, but now they account them 
-burmurtherers,and falſe prophets;once they 
thought our church to be the one!y church, 
but now no church;but I hope that ſo many 
of them as belong vnto God , ſhall one day 
turne againe . Some turne from popery, 9 
Atheiſme;ſfrom one {inne tognother, burto 
God they cannot turne , except by true te- 
_ pentance. they turne againe . Some turne 
as dogges do,that is, exther to their vomit a- 


gaine,or elle to ſnatch ar them which bring 
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" Thefir# Sermon. 


ro make yſurers turne againe,bur I feare mee , 
ſhall not, for they which can coſinal lawes, 
(no doubr)w1'l be too cunning for me. Vſu- 
ry isadewi! tha: all rhe diſciples of Chriſt, 
in England cannot caſtout, for itisa kmde 
thar wiH not be caſt out, bur by faſtingand 
prayer, We reade that there was aman-pol* 
{ſled with a deu1ll called Legion, hee kept 

| amonglt the graues, and noman could paſle 
quietly by him : I thinke vſurers alfo are 
polleſied with the ſame deuill, for na man 
can pafle by without his marks, The father 
crieth, oli my ſonne is vndone by the vſurer, 
the ſonne crieth,oh the vſurer hath eaten vp 
my father,and euerie one that cammeththar 
way where the vinrer keepeth, crieth, God 
keepe me out of the viurers hands. No ſta» 
tute-norlawes can tame vſurie,for ke hath ſo 
many turnings and turneagaines, that a man 
cannot tell where tofind him. He is in mos» 
ney,and wares,in buying and ſcllingþhe dea- 
leth for ready money,and tor r1umz,hee bor- 
rowerh and lendeth, he dealeth by hunſelfe 
and his brokers, the deuils huntſmen. And 
this is certaine,that vſurie is growe ſo ſtrong, 
that hee hath finewesand bones like a man, 
and walketh vp and downe the ſtreeres hke 
aſeruinz man, ikea gentleman, like 1'mar- 

| thantman, and like analderman; yeaand | 
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women to diſyuiſe themſel 
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God wooins his Chaych 
honeſtic and religion . Theſe tarners are 
like the . deuill, who being driuen out of 
a man, woulde needes bee inthe ſwine, bur 
whercſocuer they be, they wil be ſure to do 
no good. Goed brethren,in many things we 


final}, and therefore wee have neede at all 


timesto be turning againe. In eucrictur- 


ning againe theres terminus d quo, &3* termi- 


ns ed quem; that is, the thing from which, 

and- the thing vnto which wee muſt rurne, 
Saint Paul ſheweth that we maſt turn from 
idols,to the living God. And Teremy.in the 
firſt words of his text. ſheweththart we muſt 
turne from our diſobedience to true obedi- 
ence, for the reprouing ofthe one is the ap- 
prouing of the other, and the forbidding of 
che one 15 the comanding of the other, And 
to ſay the truth, they aretrucly turned vnto 
God,whoare truely obedient to the word of 
God, and they are indeed diſobedient per- 

ſons which diſobey the word of God. And 
therfore let vs make what ſhewes of holines 

we can ifwee obey not the word in althings 
that concerne vs, we are vnholy,wee are not 


| truzly congerted. The word of God forbids 


vs to follow the faſhions of the world,it for- 
bids men the wearing cf long haire,& woe 
rhe laying out of their haire, 8& both men & 


ues in ſtrange at- 


” 3. 


- A 
'  Thefirit Sermon. 
praftiſe the contrary,what doe wee elſe buf 
murnefrom the Lord yato Sathan, wha ts.our 
termings ad quem, T he Lord in his word for- 
bidsallly1ng, and falſe dealing to.deceiue, 
and all deceit to liue; ifany man in his ſhop, 
ot e}ſc-where ſhall vſe both , they may well 
be hearers of the worde» but God will note 
them for monſtrous revels and hypocrites. 
And thus wee are to examine our {clues for 
eucryother thing . For the, wickedeſtman 


that ltueth may heare the. word of god glad- 


ly,reuexence the. preacher, & in many things 


obey.the wordgasFerod did;but Herod would M%4: 


{tl have his brothers wife,and fo maty will 
loue one {in.orother as their dearling , And 
ſurely the deujll can.draw. a man ta hell af- 
well with one bait as with a thouſand, Gods 
children muſt therefore triye azain{t all 
{nne, andin every thing labour toobey the 
word; orelſe, as Goddid allowe the gag 
things, and cuer had ſomewhat co ſay for 


ches of Aſia, ſo will his maicſtie reckon 
with vs forall our {innes, not onelic of o- 


Vs. | 


Princes wonld giuc cntertainement to..any 


ITO 


the euill that hee found in the ſcauen Chur- apoc,z.; 
miſiion butcommiſcion ; although he doe. 
linde ſome, yea many goodehings amongſt. 
Many, vnder pretence of. obedience to. 


o " 
y i p * % 
KY 4 MIL TOC O 414NTfrnoat ToOaATNHz F. IL > 
A p NY by A 4 4 þ 4: *. - V bn hf K y $w h + I 8 3 J % -. ql mt i : \ th v6 bay U R Wn j is 4 ws 


LA 
: 
. . - T 
R 2 TW Y 4 ahi” - - -Y 
2 . as PS - =_ - © pn SE —_I_ Pat 25 258 tat HH OS ORE Wart _ 
_ _ - - - ne ran I pre a ERP - p 
_—_ > 
4 _ - bt — - - uy 
A > * "- - —_ gl £4 nem _ - ; 


CG 'r " Ro #; 


bd 
. " . Ly 
” F © s Wet be | *: hi o : k ws "- 4 #; - 
they picke 11S DUTICe eledre cunnin 
% . : . ” 
y Fl , : if \ ; c « -” = py 4 
ek de iowdytoogSrer; oo en. 44M oe to ak: 4 
Y ' "a "as #1 p Y " ; 9 peg ” , " ”» * ' ao . Sol 5 W, o i. n . k "Eg 8 x F \ _ 
; —_— 7? 7; «671.  , XZ 4% SOR Al ND — A . 


33 
God woomny his Charch 
before men, but ſuch men are moſt diſobe: 
dient to the King of al kings,but truely obe- 
diet to none. Many againe crie, obedience, 
obedience, as though they were compoun- 
ded of nothing but of obedience, and yer al] 
is not gold that ſhineth; and flattering Tadas 
isnot the faithfuſteſt diſciple; & ex vnguibus 
leonem, ex fruftibus arborem , the lyon ſhall 
be knowen by his clawes,and the tree by his 
fruit. For leta man Jooke well vpon many of 


"them, and he ſhall ſee that there are not any 


generallyto all lawes more difobedient, in 
their lives, none more diflolute and ſcanda- 
Jous intheir worthipping of god,none more 
ſuperſtitzous.in the principles of true reh196- 
'On, none more ignorant , in their dealing, 
None more vniuſt, and deceitfull where ad 
vantage 15 21uen them, none more crueli & 
mercileſle,and inall their ſports 8 paſtimes 
none more profane,and filthy, and blaſphe- 


mou3; which kinde of people are not much 
-. 2 Vnlike Caius Gracchns, who tooke vpon him 


the defence of the treaſurie,wherot he him- 
ſelfe was the ſpoiler . So they crie'obedi- 
ence;when none are more diſobedient then 
they; like theeues which hauing done a rob- 
beric, can make hew and cric atter the truc 
man.': Some can hold one with atale, whilc 
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"The fir#t Sermoy. 

tilt of obedience , and conformitie, while 
they in the meane time doc deceiue both 
Prince,church- and common wealth of their 
duties-and themſelues of Gods fauour, if in 
time they take not a new courſe. '' Such hal- 
low hearted Ambo-dextershaue learned to 
ſerue the time, but to ſerue their own rurne, 
looking when time will turne', that they 
may turne with time : but if carefull circum- 
ſpeaion be had,which the neceſlity of theſe 
mes requireth & the ſubtilries of theſe eni- 
mies craue, it will be no hard matter todiſ- 
cerne the wolues, though they wander in 
!heepes clothing, by the noiſe of their how. 
ling, and todefſcric the afle' (though he 4er 
nthelions ſkin) by the length of his eares, 
except by true repentance in time they turne 
againes which God grantifitbe his will. 

| But heere ariſeth a queſtion , and that is 
this: Whether a man in turning -to God, 
mult forſake the companie of the'wicked or 
no? If yea (asthey ought indeede) why did 
theſe Tewes continue {till among the Aſſiri- 
ans which were 1dolatours? and why went 
they not to Zion;the place of gods worſhip? 
Ofif they could not, becauſe they werein 
captiuitie, to what purpoſe then ſerned this 
exhortatio?T he anſwer is not heard?F here 
$2 turning inoutward aQtionand affeAtion: 
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Cowie his.Church. 

which he oughtro do,and may-lawfully »'& 
conuecaiently do it. In affeQion whena chris 
ftian would doe that which, hee ought to do, 
bur cinot,being letted outwardly,by impri- 
foninent,/fackenes, baniſhment, the lawc,or 
ſuch like:or inwardly by ſome natural infir. 
mity. Examples we haue of both in the fcrip- 
ture. They turned in outward ation, who 
with Dazid fetched home the arkes{o did the 
Niniuites which faſted & praicd at the kings 
comandement; fo did likewiſethe Iewes and 
Grecians, which burned. theu books. In affe- 
tion turned the Iewes un Babilow which 
mourned & wept atithe remembrance of Zi- 
on. In affeton turned Dantd in baniſhmet, 
whe he deſired to go to Gods houſe with the 
people,but could nor. In affects alſo turned 
thoſe: men which mourned for all the abho: 
minations that were done in the midlſt of Te- 
ruſalem: And in affetionalſo the Apolitle 
turned, whe he deſired todoal that he ought 
to dogLut could not, being led captiue tothe 
law offin. So wein many things may turne, 
both in outward ation & affection of heart, 
as fro idolatry tothe goſpel, from drunkenes 
to ſobriety, from pride ro. humilitic, andin 
many things more. Som thingsarc.yet. watt: 
tinz(which the church (huld hauc,if ſhe bad 
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her right) [asalearnced miniſter through ths 
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;,and ancient diſcipline, which was in the: 

arimitiue church, but as yer we cannot hane 

tem inacte, yet in'affetion we embrace 

them that is, we pray for them, we wouide 

oladly have them if wee might lawfully: 

come by them, and this church doth allow 

nour booke of common prayer, where in [| 
plaine words it 1s ſaid, That there Was 4 god- ce ol d | 
ly diſcipline in the primitiue church , Which is on Allmeduelfſ 
tbe wiſhed; and much to be Wiſhed , that it "1 Wi 
nicht bereſtpred againe; and therefore allo WE || 
when occaſion ſerueth it may be taught,and 

ret with great wiſedome and diſcretion : for 

hall it be prayed for, and not be taught al-- 

{what 1t 1s,that it may be much wiſhed for? 

yes ſurely,for [gnoti nulla cupido, there 1s no 

defire of. that is not knowen, And in affec«. 

ting that which 1s wanting,we are to beware: 

that 1mpatient raſhnes draw out our aftece 

tons beyond the bond of chriſtian charity, 

and godly ſobriety , leſt we forget to bee, 

tankeful for thoſe ſingular benefits which 

wee haue already receiued , and ſo for our 
impatience on the one ſide, and our ingra- 

titude on the other,we are rewarded,in the 

ende with the loile of al. | 

Now followeth the reaſon of the exhorta- 

llonin theſe words:For I 4myour Lord, The: 

word Lord,in the originall fignifieth to'co- 
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God wooins his Church 

- either is ſufficient; ſo the ſencebe taken;as | 
hee ſhould ſay; it is good reaſon thou ſhoul. 
deſtturne againe, for thou haſt entred a co. 
ucnant with me, and married thy ſelfe vnto 
me, and therefore I haue both power ourr 
you, and intereſt in you, This beeing the 
ſenſe, the dofrine ſhall be this; - firſt, tharir 
3s neuer in yaine toturne to the Lorde, for 
{ſuch is his loue vnto thoſe, whoſe names are 
once written in his booke of eleQion, that 
finally he will nor fo:ſake them , bur moſt 
mercitully will embrace them, whenſoeuer 
they ſhall faithfully rurne vnto him : Ney- 
ther doth he ſhew vs this fauour becauſe we 
haue deſerued it by our turning againe , as 
the papiſts ſay,but becauſe of his free & vn- 
deſcrued loue hath made vs this promiſe, It 
any ihal thinke that ofhimſelfe he hath po- 
wer or will to turne vato God,he decciueth 
himſelfe; for by nature we run from God as 
Adam did , but it is God thar ſeckerh vs vp 
againe . Naturally our thoughrs are euill 
continually, our wordes are yaine,our works 
are filthy ; but it is God that createth in vs 
new hearts, and that makes our words gract- 
ous,and our works acceptable ro himſelfec,0 
that by Teſus Chriſt;for of our ſelues we can 
notſo much as rhinke a good thought. And 
.a3 Go1only by his graze preuenterh v$» 2! 
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,y the ſame ſpirithe draweth vstohim,. or 

| we neuer come at. him 2 and by no other 

ſpirit, doth he alſo finiſh that good work he 

hath begun in. vs,&thatin Ieſus Chriſt. And I 
40ur repentance is of god-ſoisour faith al- = | 
ſo; for S. Paul (aith , Toyo tt is giuen both to:Philip.r,29; [} | 
belecue &7- ſuffer -S, lohn ſaith, It is the Work, of toh.6,.6;, WE 
God to belcenein Jeſus Chriſt. And what hauc | 

we that we haue not recejued?If we haue re« 

ceiued al rhe good we haue from god, & nat 

from our ſeluesand that of his free graceand 

mercy, without any conſideration of our 

partywhy ſhould we not attribute al to him 
2ai8&-why ſhouid any part of our conuer- 

fon or ſaluation be aſcribed to our ſelues,or 

any creature elſe 1n heaventor earth, and not 

wholy to the merits of Chriſt his deathand F 
paſst0n2 for ſhall the diſobedience. of one-rom,s,19,x \l 
man» Adam, deltroy all the world, and ſhat. ol 
not the obedience of one man,Ieſus Chriſt, pf 
luc al that belecuc? ſhalthe, work of men, 

of Saints, of martires, or of Mery (all finfull 

and imperfeCt) be ſufficient, - and nor the 

workes of Chriſt Ieſus which are molt per- 

&&and perfeRionit ſelfe? Js he the ſeed of 

the woman that brake theſgrpentshead;and 

could he not do it without vg2Is be that bra- 

{n'ferpens chat -heales all thoſe that lookon 


him withthe cie of aliuely faich,8 uſt we 
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piſs) there i5rigfteouſnedſe; in vs as the Acc 
cidentin the ſubiet. Towhich we anſiver, 
firſt,though this be true in philoſophie,yer 
3tisfalſe mn n diuinity,and thetfore Paul frth 
| Take heede leſt any man ſpoile you through pbk 
© Voſophie.S crondly:there is righteouſnesin vs, 


-* as ther was fin in Chriſt; bur in Chriſt there 


"was nofinreally, of his owneybut of ours by 
Imputation; neither haue we any righteoul- 
mes ef our owne, but of Chriſts, arid that by 
iputation alſo. 'Thirdly,God by his good 
Fpiritbeginneth righreouſnes in vs, cucnin 


"this life, but it 18 imperfect and polluted, fo 


Toon as it comimeth into' the ſinking vellels 
ofour corrupted nature, but it ſhall be per- 
Teftcd' in the world'tocomwes by Teſus Chrift 

only. But yet the pipiſts baue another thift, 


- $'dur eufl] wotkes are auaileable vnro con- 


demnation, ſo our 2ood workes are auailea- 
bletoſaluation; for (fay they ) Contrario- 
Fm contrarid ratio , of contraries, i there! fs 
-acontrary'feaſon'. Bur T anſwer ;- the com- 
pariſonis vnlike; and holdeth not; for firſt, 
our ſins arc of our ſelues, our richteouſhes? is 
of God: ſeeordly;our finnesarepertettly c- 
'njY,out good! is impetfe&: thirdly, he thar 15 
-guiltic of one commaundement is guiltie 0 

21l,and deſeruerh damnativris hall wether- 
re coneludexbat he whichkee - one,de 
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The firit Sermon. 
both our conuerfion and faluation bee the 


free workes of God . Heaucn is our inheri- 


tance; ergo, no purchaſe by vs : it hath plea- 
{ed the Father to give vs the kingdom;ergo, 
we get it not by our ſelues, Saint John ſaith, 


Eph.1,14. if 


Luke 22.3% 


i 
' 


Chriſt is the dore by which we muſt enter. __— 
Peter ſaith, there'is no other name-ynder hea 327 4 


ven whereby weican be fancd, -but_onely by 


che'name of the-Lorde Tefus. Andtherefore 
tojoyne Chriftwith vs.and his perfeRrighs» 
teonlnes, with our broken workes, cuen'vn- 
holineſte 18 felfe, were but ro put new cloth 
inan old garment, and fo to make the rent 
wortfe; arid to pur new wine mto ole bottles, 
and fo tofpill all; and to build part of the 
houſe vpon Chriſt, and part ypon our ſelves 
were to fet part vpon the foundation ,' and 
part befidesthe foundation, and-foto bring 
al vaderifoote. And therefore if we will be 
wiſe buntders,-let vs aſcribe all wholy, and 
onelyto-our:zood God, ' who hath foloued 
vs in Chrift Jeſus, thatalbeitwe haue beenc 
Giſobedjent to his heuenly majeſty; yetifre 
wil come when he calleth; and vie the ordt 
mary means when he offreth them. & ttrn.a- 
gaintohimnwith al our hearts,he will be (til 


our Lord; &rthbatfor hispromisſake in Icfus 


ClnſtoarLord;andyetal ofhisfauor vnde 
{erucd,aridloue voſpeakablegwherwithal he 
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God wooing bis Church © 
. 'This:doarine is neceſſary for two ſorts of 
. .. men; Firſt foi thoſe thatare toomuch OP« 
Ji... | preſſcdwith-thebarthenof theirſinne, <. 
'F uento deſpaire : theſe menare to know that 
 ChriftIefus ſpake vato them) ; when as hee 
$£22-2% - faide,, Come vnto mee all you tharare hea. 
F625:  uy.laden;and will eaſe you. And the Pro. 
FE Phet heere{peaketh vnto them , when hee 
faith ; O you diſobedient children turne againe, 
for I am your Lord: Letthem onely belceuc, 
and-pray-the Lord to helpetheir-ynbelcefe. 
 Audlet notrhis be the queſtion, - whether 
God will be their good:Lordornq; or whe- 
ther they .ſhallbefaued or no3 but whether 
they bee fiirely perſwaded of Gods love in 
Chriſt ro them or no. The ſecond: fort are 

'-* Fuchasare not.at all rouched with their ſins, 
bur are:drenched:in the ſea of ſm , and feele 
not the waues 5 inthe middeſt of: the-firc 
they, are, and yet feele not the flainie; [Gods 
wgements are/Pre ſent,hell Tates axe gaping, 
and death ready ro ſtrike theni,:yetthey no 
 whitabathed: No threatnings no pw 
ano:example; nothing will make them for- 
-gotheir-{innes,that God may forge them: 
Vod makevstofeele our fins, thatiwe may 
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by trae: repentance turne agaibie 3 -for this 
comfort belongeth'to none'but tathoſe that 
 inobechence/tame-ro God by Jeſus Chrill 
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The firit Sermon, 
"The fecondthing that we learn from this: 
place,is,thar the conſideration of gods loue 
towards vs » ſhould moue vs to {erue him in: 
rue obedience. This argument did Afoſer | 
vic to the Iſraelites; The Lord (farth hee) pen.qo.9 
will curſe thy.enemies and them that hate | | 
thee, and perſecute thee; returne therefores N 
& obey the voice of rhe Lord thy God, and FE 
do all his commandements. Theſame argue _ q 
ment did Zoſ#jz vic. The Lerd fGith he hath Lol, 23-034H | 
een you a land whereitiyou did ot labor, 1 
citties which you builded not, and vitne= _ ... .,.jf 
yards which you planted not $ nowthere« i 
fore feare the Lord ycur God, &ferue him 
in vprightnes and truth, 'T he fare reaſon 
 Afodoth the Lord (by Jeremy) vic: heere, 
Turne againe,and obey, and why? forl aj 
your Lord. The fame reaſon ought to 
moue eerie one ofys to fearerhe Lord, for* 
with him is mercie that hee may bee feared. 
Apply wee this to our ſc}Jues, No nation- 
bath bene longer veged with this arzument- 
then our Engliſh vation:but hathitperſiva-' 
dedvs tO obey the Lord? God: indeed hath * 


made vs his vineyard, and doneforys what” 
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God wooing his Church 


deth the caſe vvith vs: the more love from 


God,the lefle durie from vs;the rhore mercy: 
18 God,the leſle pittie in vs; the more peace, 
the leſle quict; the more knovvledge the 


leſle praQtiſe « Jet enimies come,and we yvill 


hold together; let enemies go, and we fall 
out one vvith anotherzlet ficknelle come, & 
vve {end for the preacher; let health come, 
and vve {corne the preachet;let death come, 


© and ſomeyvil givea little to the poore ; ler 


. 
_—_—_. . 
\ 
/ 


hfe continue, they take al from the poote: 


when.Da#uid of love ſent embaſladors to viſit 


the king of Ammon, they cut away halfe 
their beards,and curtoled their garments by 
the butrockes 3 but ſome ſeeke tocut their 
throats, which doe them moſt good » and 
thateuen nowe. Jondthan vſed his fathers 


1loue ro Dautds benefit , and by ſhooting of 


three arrowes , gave him warning of his fa- 
thers diſpleaſurg, ; but nowe many do abuſe 
their fathers loue, ſhooting poiſoned ar- 
rowes at thoſe that are true of heart, cauſing 
diſpleaſure where none was, and thateuen 
now : When God maketh men moſt ablc to 
do good, they are leaſt willing, and that c- 


- uennow inthe light ofthe goſpel. In'time 


of deatth the rich hoord vp their corn,look- 
ing ſtil for a greater price. In time of war and 
comoncalamity, whe menare infinidy char- 
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T he fir#t Sermon. 

the dice vppon men, taking five ſhillings fof 
one,and 20. for fiue;but by the way,thele be. 
no vſurers, but dewills 1ncarnate; One poare 
man beggeth of another. Eliah goeth to Sa» 
repta, & trom thence to the rauensfor com- 
fort. Laz4ris goeth to the rich mans gatez 
but the dogs giue him his alms, Nabals.ſong I | 
is, I haue not for Dazid, when Nabal har Ames,8.z0 0 
the deuill antl all. Now do ime eate the calues I 
of the ſtal,and the lambs of the Jocke;drink 
wine our of golden cuppes annoiritthems- 
{clues with -coltly ointment , wallow vpon 

| beds of luorie, andfing tothe viall and mus- 
ficall inſtrument /: and. even now; but Io+- 
ſepbs afthQuon 18 quite forgotten. When 
the Lorde ſpareth vs, wee {mite our fellow 
ſeraaunts, - whenthe Lorde forgimueth vs a - 
tzoufand talents, wee take our Eretheren by 
the throate for eueric farthing. 'Whent 
God giveth Achabakingdome, let Naboth 
looke to his vineyard. And when eAchab. 
Ks ficke for Naborhs vineyard » and Texabell. 
rligious in proclaiming a faſte, for +: 
cabs ſickneſſe, then let Nuboth looke vn-. 
to his: life , . There 1s nothing but -1oy+ 
ning houſe to houſe, and lande tolande; 
vatill there bee no more roome z except 


t bee fora plague. The Iſralites beſtow- 
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God wooing his Church 


beſtow all vpon the popesbull, and we like 


profanc Eſauarc content toſelaway ourhea+ 
uenly patrimonic for a meſle of belly ſor- 
rowand in this ſort we deale with the Lord, 
as though the Lord did ſpare vs, that wee 
might ſpare none; as though he did giue vs a 
portion to waſte prodigally; as though hee 
gaue vs. our meate to play withall , andas 
though his mercic and goodneſle, ſhoulde 
not make vs merciful and loning; and finally 
as though his Jong ſuffering and patience, 
were not to draw vs to repentance, 
'Thelaſt thing that I obſerue from this 
place is this : that ſeeing; the loue of Godis 
ſo free,ſfo continuall,fo vndeſerued, and vn- 


ſpeakeabie , that therefore we ought to ſet 


more by 1, then by any loue in the world. 


Great was the loue of Damen and Pithias, 

whenone offered todie for the other, burit 

was neither free, perpetuall,nor vndeſerued; 

but god loued vs when we were his cnimies 
n 


ER dhated him. : their loue ended with theit 
hues» Gods loue is eternall, as himſelfe; the 


lone of Princes is great, but princes may be 
vnconſtant, as Saul was to Dauid.. Theloue 
of fathers 15 great, but they may proue vn-- 
naturall, as they which offercd their ſonne® 


and daughters to the deuill Many wiucs 


be vnfaithfull as Dalils,. ſcoffers as Micho!. 
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was Seruants are vntruſtic» as Gehexs. 
Friends are fained- and fickle as Joab, and 
Tudzs; but the louing kindneſle ofthe Lord 
endureth for euer and cucr, vppon ſuchas 
thinke vppon his commaundements to doe 
rhem. There are many things wanting in 
the world, which ſhould bring vs out of 
loue with the world. T here wanterh abili- 
ty inthe kinz of Samaria, willingnes in the 
wicked judge, there wantethiudgemenr in 
Iſaac, fo as lacob may decciue himyfidelity is 
wanting in Laben,ſo that Iacebis deceiued, 
conſtancy is wanting in the leweswhich wil 
crie, Crucifige, and Hoſanna , and almoſt all 
with a wind,ſo that Chrift 15 executed:there 
wanted in Phardoes butler thankfull re- 
membrance of his friend > ſo that Toſeph is 
forgotten : mercie in Rehoboam, wiledome 
and difcretion mn his yong counſellers » and 
a Zood name in both is wanting, ſo that 
Qzicquid delerant reges pleftluntur Achinui. 
The whole land ſmarted for their folly, In 
al men wanteth ſomewhat,the whole world 
hath notall things, no the worlde hath no 
Intereſt in vs; for wee are choſen out of 
rt, by that G OD that ſaith heere , 1 ane 
Jour Lorde, There are not wanting the con= 
trarie, which like ſcorpions ſhould. drive vs 
fromthe worldto the Lord,.as the malice of "K 
, C4in,the haued of:£{44, the villanie of loab, >; ... JF 
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God wooing his Church 
the vnkindnes of H man, the trechery of Iu 
das, the cruelty of lezabellthe (icknesot 4. 
chab , the churkſho of Nabal , the diflem. 
bling of A nantias:as the brealts of the world 
are not benointed onely with ſower things, 
but the verie milke that it yeclderh bitter- 
nes it ſelfe,for all is but vanity,and vexation 
of ſpirite. There wanteth not 1Snorance, 
| weakenes,ymaillingnes vofarthfulnes in all, 
3mperfeRions inthe beſt, nothing certaine, 
bur al changableas the moone, fading as the 
flours of the ficld,& vanithing as the ſmoke 
in the aire,al waxe oldas a gar ment, and as a 
veſture ſhall weall be changed. Whar ſhall 
ay 2 the whole worlds ſeton miſchiefe. Bur 
withthe Lord our 2odthe caſe isotherwiſe, 
for heis almighry,& therfore of ability to rc- 
ward the god}y,& to puniſhthe wicked. He 
5s our faher in leſus Chriſt, & therfoxe wil 
ling to receiue vs when we turne vnto him, 
he is alfoa iuſt God, & therefore wil plaguc 
thoſe which wil not turne vnto him.he hath 
al knowledge,& knoweth al things,& ther- 
fore he will knowe Barrabas from Barnabar, 
Eſaufrom Lacob, Bethduen from Bethel. Simon 
Mazus from Simon Peter. Iudes 1ſcariot from 
Tudas the brother of James ; Shibboleth-from 
$ibboleth.,'and who ſhall deceiue the-Lgrd? 
'He 15 not as the:-ſonne: ry ran that he thould 


chatve hismund-& thex rehe m1 ali- -It e6ds | 
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be conſtant, and his coupſell {tall ftand.He "_ 
cannot be letred ot his purpoſe, for he15.iu 
heauen,& doth whatſocuer he wil:he canot El.49. | 
forget his children,for he hath written them C.' 
in the palms of his hids, He is always watch. Pal.r34Yi 
ful over his children,for he that keepeth IC- 
racll dothneither ſlumber nor fleepe. Alſe- 

cond information ſhal not ouſcarrie him ;or 

hee that, knowerh all at once needeth no in- 
formation. No oratour ſhal turne his mind, 

for he wil neueralter the decree that is gone 

out of his mourh, yea his counſel mult nceds 

ſand, againſt who no wiſedom, no.counfcl, 
nor ſtrength can preuaile.Ifhe hath conceis- pro.. _— 
ued any diſpleaſure againſt his children hee ,, 0 | | 
wil ſoon be intreated vpo thetr repetance:he || 
calleth vs,he perſwadeth vs,he entreatethvs 

to turne & obey him,& thertore let, vs turne 

againeche claimerh it as his right,it is for our 

bemfit, hc ſhal ger nothing by our ſeruice:if 

ve neuer ſerue humyhe v1] looſe nothing o by 

vs,if we be ſaued.he ſhalbe glorified,& it we 
bedined;he vvilbe elorified alſo:for no vvay 

wit he looſe a iot of his glory, & therfore let 

vs turne again & obey him,he comandeth it 

It his law, whe he faith, Thoy thalrthaue no 

Other gods burme;-we cifesi it in our beliete, 

whe yve ſay, I belecucin Godthe father al- 

ls we pray for it whe we ſay;our father 


AOY ved be thy 7 Namic; &Cc.. & rherfore if we | 0 | | 
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doe notturne againe; webreake his law, we 
denyourfaith, and we mocke God himlelfe 
: In our prayers, His mercies ſhould moue ys 
to obedience, his promiſes ſhuld allure vs to 
obey him, If he correQ vs,1t 15 that wemight 
| his him; if he plague vit is becauſe We 0- 
"bey $59 not ; burifhe doth beare with vs, 
.and forbeare vs, itis, to ſee whether his 
-Jongſuffering and patience will drawe vs to 
:Fepentance, The Lord is our Lord, and tj] 
offreth'vs mercie, we are his children and al- 
-wayes owe him ductic : : hee is our Lordein 
Mp goodnes,power,wiſedome, iſtice, merci, 
-.::,5.; Prouidence, and in himſelfe aboue all, and 
©... therefore let ys turne vato him. God for 
his mercies fake turne our hearts that hemay 
be ſtill our God,and wee may be his people 
tos eter, So beit, Now let vs proy. 
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| The fecond Sermon of God wooing 
| his Church. 


\  JERENIE Chap. Bo: 
Verle, 14 O yedifobedient children, turne 4- 
- gaine, fauth the Lord, for 1 am your Lord, 
. .and:] "wil take you one of a citie, he two of 
. , 4 txthe,and will bring youto Zion Wei 
Vere 15. And 1. will gine you Tegftors ac: 
... cording.tomine SU hal (rigs 
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ZI Nthe former partofthis.rexr,thie 
|: 1 Lord hath ſhewed whatauthori. 


Sh 
| >) A] tie-and power hee hath outer his 

== people,by which he might com- 
pell them to ſerue him : but now he taketh 
another courſe, whereas hee might enforce 
them, he doth intreate them; and whereas 
hee might preſſe them downe with moſt 
greeuous iudgements, he doth now promiſe 
to reward them molt liberally,and ro deale 
moſt bountifully with them, for he promi- 
ſth to endow them with the beſt,and grea» 
( teſt bleſsings. which hee giueth vnto any of 
the ſons of men in this life, For firſt wheres 
as they were in captiuitie and bondage a- 
monegſt Gods encmics, hee promiſcth taſcr 
them at hibertie,in their owne countrie, and 
roeftabliſh his true religionand worſhip a+ 
mongſt them, And further , that they may 
no more prouoke the wrath of the-Lorde a» 
cainſt them through their ignoraunce, and 
wandring out of the way for want of lightes 
andguides; hee promiſeth to- prouide for 
them ſuch paſtours as ſhall watch ouer them 
tortheir good, and not ſee them want: anie 
nſtru&ion; as if he ſhould ay-vnto them, I 
will bring you to my own houſe,and'durin 
things T have fox you» and you ſhalwa 
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| God woning his Church 

[1 dowrie.. Andthus we ſee how frankely the 
l Lord dealeth wirh them;and whartarge of, 
[| fers he maketh them, as one which mean. 
1 


n 
t 
ethto winnethem , if any thing will wooe i $ 
em; Ho 7 \ 
And further , leſt that ſuch as were well fl 1 
( 
| 
t 
( 
' 
( 
| 


affe&ed , and defirous to returne indecde, 
might be diſcouraged , thinking it in vaine 

to turne,except al would turne; and becauſe 

i the promiſe was made to al the whole com- 

i pany , it would not auaile them to humble 

l therſelues. The Lorde (to take away that 

1 doubt) telleth themwthat though but a few 

= . of them doreturne, yet hee will be as good 
B as his word: and if but one ofa city, and two 

of a tribe, that is, very few 11: compariſon of 
the whole; yet if ſo many ſhall in erueth re- MW 
eurne, they ſhall not looſe their labour, but 
the Lord will bleſfe them,, and the reſt for MI 
their ſakes. Thus the Lord ſheweth-himſclt 
carefull to remooue all cauſes of doubting 
from his people, and to put inall the proui- 
ſoes that may be on their behalfe,al ro make 
the conueiaunce of his bleſsinges as fure as 
may be vntothem,, that they may haue no- 
thing to allezefor themſelues, if they (huld 
yakindly rexeQ ornegle& this gracious c0- 
uenant of the Lord, ſo mercifully and vnde+ 
ſeruedly/offered'yato them, | 


| 
) 
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| Theſecond Sermas. 
Jearnes 18 this, that the ſinnes of many (half 
not hinder the courſe of Gods mercies vnts 
the penitent,though they be but few. The' 
Sodomites were many , and their ſinnes 
were as 4 Mighrie pile of woode for the 
wrath of the Lord to burne vpon , the crie 
of them aſcended vp vnto the eares of the 
Lord,and the filthinefle of their abhomina» 
tions had infeRed the very aire ; yet all this 
could not moue the Lord to keep backe his 
mercy and louing kindenefle from righte- 


. O - > 
ous Lot, whole ſoule was vexed withinhim 


fortheir wickednes; neither did the Lorde Gen.t9,29, 


forget his ſetuant Abraham when the fire 


of his fierce 'wrath was flaming vpon thoſe 


wicked cities. In the like gracious manner 
did heeremember Ra/hab ( who gaue enter- 
tainement to the {pies of /oſhua) when Ieri- 
cho was vtterly detroyed., And this is a 
point of ſingular comtort ro the godly, to 
remember, that God in viſitingthe finnes 
of the whole world , yet will not forget to 
thew mercie vnto thoufinds of them that 
lue him and keepe his commanndements. 
Yea, if theze bee but one-of a Citie, and 
twoo-c fa Tribe that doe traely-returneto' 
the Lord;the Lord wil ſurely embracethem!' 
Whatſoeuer others do. © 7G 
' Againe; weare furthet to obſerye heere;,' 
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| ſuch. Inlike fort, if any other man that isa 


God wooing his Charch 
Indge of the world, iudging all men'in equi: 
Ticand trueth, will not condemne all for the; 
wickedneſle of ſome, but will take them ff 
he findeth them, if there be but one of a cit. 

tie, ortwo of a tribe that feare God , they 
ſhall be juſtified in their vprightnefle, and 
not be condemned with the reſt And ſure. 
ly this is a good rule for vs to follow , thatin 
ccnſuring and 1dging of men we may take 
heede of raſhand haſtic iudgement, fort it 
the maner of the peruerſe world tocodemn Mic: 
all for ſome, withoyr any difference, or ex- Wc 
ception. If in the miniſtery they heare of {iy 
ſom one ora few that be of lewd and vngod- With 
ly bchauiour, ſtraitwayes their bolt is ſhot Wnc 
oucr the heads of all that are in the miniſte- Mo: 
rie, crying out that all be naught, they arcal Wa 


profeſſor of the goſpel chanee to be founde 
wany fau't, ſtraitwayes profane Atheiſts 
crie out with open mouth , that there arc 
none worle then profeſſ>urs : but they will 
take heede (I hope) how they do make ſuch 
wry-mouthed concluſions again(t al eſtates 
for feare that their necke ſhoulde pay ti 
price oftheir tongue. For if they ſhould look 
into the ſtate of Kin 7s and Princes, the) 
ſhould fande that ſome haue bcene yiurpers 
ſom: idolaters,ſom? tyrants,and ſome ver'* 

iFious and licentisus perſogs;. will the 


The ſecond Sermon. 
terefore conclude and ſay of Kinges and 
Yrinces» as they doe of the poore miniſters 
nd other inferior profeſſors of the Goſpel, 
here are none worfe then Kings and Prin- 
es, for fuch and ſuch were idolaters, &c, 
they are all naught? No,I trow not, for feare 
if a worſe matter. But doe they fhinke in 
his ſort to deprauc and condemne the pro- 
{{10n of the goſpel, and the knowledge of 
the facred ſcriptures as the cauſe of al difor- 
&r, and the profeſlours of the ſame as the 
xorſt perſons thar liue (as the manex of ma« 
1y 15) and to eſcape the Lords hands for this 
their horible Ns, and preſumptuousraſh- 
nes : wil not the Lord (thinke we)be reuen- 
ecd of ſuch wicked ones that ſhall ſo malicts: 
ouſly beare falſe witnes againſt Gods church 
and ſlander the Lord Iefus in his poore mem- 
ders? .Ts not the Lord as ieJous of hisdwne 
vlorie, and of rhe credit ofthis people and 
zolpehas Kings and princesare of theirs,and 
theirlawes? but as Chriſt aid of he diſci-- 
ples, fo wee may. truely fay of ſuch ſwift 
udgesthey knowe not whatfpirite they are+ 
o, For the ſpirit of God taketh another» 
coutſe,baying todeale with the ſeaue churs, 
hes of Aſiayin the Reuclation he faith thus: apu,g3 
Tknowthy faith; andthy patience, andthy;  |Kl 
love: and thy zeale, &c. thar i: I commend: _# 
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thyworkes,but yet I haue ſomwhatro ſay az 
gainlt thee for ſuch a thing and ſuch a thing; 
that 15,Ineititer condemne thy goodibicaule 
eftby cuill, ner commend the cwill that is in 
thee, becauſe of thy good things : this courſe 
hetaketh with ever:e one of them, to ſhew 
what we ſhould do in ſuch cafes; if we haue 
the ſpirit of godzfor we ſo many in the world 
fallen int two foule extremities at this day: 

_ firſtourproteſiants at large ſay,rhat becauſe 
wee haue the goſpel] plentifully raughtin 
enany places ofthe land,and the ſacraments; 
& many eoodthings (tne Lord make vs in- 

. deede thankfull for them) that therefore al! 
3s well, and nothing1s amiſle, there arc no 
faults, nor corruptions inthe church, mint- 
ſters,or people. The Browniſts on the 05 
ther fide eric out,that becauſe that there are 

ſome defeRts and wanres in the church , and 
eyeric thing ts not incuerte reſpeR ſo pure- 
ly reformed as it oughtto be by the wort, 

therefore (fay they) wee haue no church, 
no ſacraments, 'no miniſters ;'nor any thing 
that 15 good;bur that al our miniſtersare dum 

_ dogges, Baaleprieſts, and I know not whats 
playing the franticke mans part z whobe- 

--*caaſe ſome thing Heth ir his wayz! or there 

38 ſomething in the houſe thatis not-ro his 
minde, therefore Jaieth about him at ee” 
ryone har comet in ivyay 4 the ppote 
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:anocent children are beaten, the ſeruaums 
driven out of doores, the meate on the ta- 
ble is caſt downe to the dogges, the fire 
flung about the houſe , the windowes are 
broken in peeces: and not content with 
this, runneth out and gathereth yppe al the 
fith and dirt 1n the Kioute to caſt in his 
mothers face that bare him, and. wipeth 
his handes vppon his fathers face who be= 

ate him, and all to make them odious to 
all that ſhall bcholde them. And hauing 
{et the houſe on a fire, runneth away by 
the light thereof, crying out to all that 
they have infeRed with the like rage, Come 
out from among them , Come our from a- 
mong them , there is nodwelling, there is 
no houſe,there is no meate,there 15 no body: 
todreſſe anic thing, they areal pollured and 
defied, all is naughtamongſt them. And 
bauing made their -Proclamation, away 
they fling into another countrey, till they 
haue doneas great an exploite there , vn= 
till at the laſt falling out amongeſt them- 
felues, and excommunicating one another, 
many ofthers: return home againe & as mem 
awaked out of their dreame) they lay.downe 
their weapon, and goe quietly: to beddea« 
gaine. And'in. the like fort doe the Pa« 
Piſts deale with vs; but their dealing is:fo 
Polle & palpabileghar L wiltiotwouchlate ra 
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vvalte any breath about them. But noyytg 
the texc againse. - Re: "4 

One of « citie «nd two of a tribe,ec.) Here 

vve are further ro obſerue y that God is not 
| ledby the multitude of the vvicked, to miſ- 
hke of the godly beiny butfevy, or to like 
yvell of the cuilt, becauſe they are many, 
vvhich is alſo a rule for vs to immitate and 
follovv, and it may ſtand-vs inftecd many 
yvaies, forfirſt itteacheth vs totake heede 
that vve be not dravven ayvay tocuil}, yvith 
the example ofthe mulritude vvhich like a 
mighty {treame is very forcible to carry vsa- 
yVay,eXcept vverow hard againſt the ſame. 
The life of the multitude is called by our {a- 
uiour Chriſt the broad vvay,that is,the com- 
mon vvay , vvherein many doe yvalke vnto 
their deſtruction, vvhich thereforc mult bee 
auoided of cucric one that vvill be ſaucd: 
ſecondly vve may learne from hence,not to 
be diſcouraged from good things, by reaſon 
ofthe ſmall number that ioyne vvith vs, for 
ſraighris the gare and narrovv isthe vvay 
thatleadeth ro faluation, and fevythere bee 
thatfindit. And: thirdly vye may ſec here 
that multitude is nocertaine argumet of the 


—_ 


truth-nor ofthe beſt things , . as Papiſtsand 


heiſts doe imagin, forthough evill men 
Ar doe imagin, torthough euill m 

; | . i ppg, mn, ; 

je all the handsand feales mrhe wvorld to. 

teſtific inthricbehalle,...yet.arpehey veuer, 
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the better before God, as Achadbs iourney 
was neuer the more proſperous (when hee 
went contrarie to Gods will againſt Ramoth 
Gitead)though foure hunidred falſe prophets | 
ſud vito hum , go and proſper, and but one 
onely was againſt kim init. And though ta- 
ny laugh thee to ſcorne, thouart neuer the 
worſe, if thou haſt the truth. on thy ſide: 
as Micaiah was never the worle though 400. 
were againſt him, and the king and all weee 
1nainſt him, yet was the truth Util the truth, 
though It were mitified only in hrs mouth) 
and prevailed at the laſt. We ſee for the 
moſt parte , thar thoſe which turne to God 
as FH jibe 1p dic, are but the ſmalle{t num- 
ber , as 1t were one- or twoo ina towne (int 
compariſon) that are rrue!y religious , anda 
few in a great congregation, thatate aolais 
indeede for the cloricat God, and they are 
allo noted & pointed at of the reſt; as the c6- 
mon wonderments ofthe world: and Vet We 
mult bewaresthat we, make notvp the whole 
reckoning, with thoſe only which we ſec,or 
can yet iudge of(as the Brownilts do)exclu- 
ding all the-reſt, but tothinke thus rather, 
 thatas there may beefire vnder the aſhes, 
though I ſee it not, yet ſo.there may be reli* 
gionin the harts < many though I ſee itnot þ 
jet. And as inthe daicsof Eliah, the lard had : King,1o.rf 
: 7900.3 in Iſrael! whoh .n Heuer, er bowed abeir 
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knees to Baa! which Eltah could not ſee ; 1; 
ſharpe ſighted as he was,ſo there may bee 1n 
bur daics ſeauen thouſand, which belong vn. 
to God and may preue relit1ous, more they 
we ſee nowand yet we be not ſo ſharp {igh. 
ted as Eliah was. Burt howloeuer it may be, 
this is ſure, that the ſincere worlhippers of 
God are alwaies the feweſt; and Gods num. 
beris alwaiesthe ſmaileſt, And therefore as 
teremy preached to all, but conuerted by his 
doctrine notpalſt one of a Cittie, and two 
ofatribe, that is, a veriefewe. So we now 
muſt preach to all ,. butift one of a cirie, and 
two of a tribe , that is, if anie at all doere. 
pent at our preaching, wee may thinke 
our ſelues veric happie. It may be, that as 
70, toilowed Chriſt a white, which bare the 
name of Chriſts diſcrples , beſides thou- 
 fands that followed him for their bellies 
ſake, ſo many may follow vs nowe inthe 
like manner : but as theſc ſcuentie diſci- 
ples came after twelue, ſo is it nowe, that 
as It 1s read in one place, of Chriſt and his 
ſcuentie ; and 1n another place, of Chrilt 
and his twelue, ſo nowe may wee ſee the 
like againe : for at one time you ſhall 
ſee - Chriſt with a great auditorie, and 
ſome time Chriſt with twoo or three about 
him, from ſeuenric to twelue; andamonglt 
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thoſe eye will bee ſome bypocrires and 
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filſe brethren too ,. as amongefſt the rwelud 
there:was found one Indas a traitour.So that 
the Lords companie oftentimes prooueth 
lice Gideons armie againſt the Midianites, 
which at che firſt was 32000,amGgit which 
were found 22000. timerous and fearefull, 
which being diſmifled, there remained but 
10000. of which ten thouſand there were 
founde but 3oo.which would take paines to 
| hp water like a dogge, and they were Gede= 
ons army, {o from rwoand thirtie thouſand 
they came downe to Zoo. T he ſatne is ſtil ts 
be obſerued, which hath beene from the be- 
vinings, anddhall continue to the end, Im MY 
coins fro god many are noted inthe goſpel, aa Wl 
70. diſciples forſake- Chriſt at onetime tor WA 
one ſpeech which they vnaderſtood nor» and 
cate no more at him afterward,yea & it was 
doubtfull whether the reft would haue fors 
ſaken him too: but in comming vnto Chriſt 
but few arenored; nowe and then one alone 
like Nicodemas, and that by might too for 1,414; 
feare of whe Tewes, Inquirie being made 
for prophets, four hundred falſe, but onetru, 
tour hundred againſt God, but one for God + 
can be founde, In the ninth of Ezechiel, wee © 
reade of fixe that were ſent todeſtroic, and 47 
but one to ſaue. -In the fifth off IJeremie 7. 
the Prophet is wilted to ſearthe all Ieru= WM 
lems to fee if hee coulde fiade but one <2. BW 
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_ righteous man that the Lorde might ſpare 
the city for hrs ſake, Naw, this is hard.and 
It gocth-ſohard, that when all are gleaned 
out and refined , the Lordes flacke will bee 
but a little flocke as Chriſt calleth it; in re- 
{pe of the multitude , but it is the beſt 
Hlocke . Gideons army was but the gleaning 
of Ephraim, yet thoſe'gleanings were better 
then the vintage of ,{bzecer ; {o the Locdes 
people are but the gleanings of the worlde, 
yet thoſe gleanings, are better then the vin- 
tage of Sathan. And as hard as it goeth , {6 
mercifull is the Lord \ that if in all Sodome 


there be found but one Lot, the Lorde will 
gleane him out, before:the dewiill ſhall reape 

iis harueſt. If one groat be loſt he will ſcek 
it vp againe;ifone [heepe be gone aſtray, he 
will fetch hitn home againe with ioy; if one 


| O . Ge 
finner repemteth thete ſhall be toy for him 


amongſtthe angels in heauen ; if one prodi- 


gall child commeth home againe, hee ſhail 

e recciued; if one leaper among(t tenthat 
are clenſed, returne with his thanks,he ſha!- 
be accepred; if in acittie one, ina tribe bur 
two, and in a whole world but eight wſt 
perſons bee founde, the Lord will 1ecciue 
them and ſaue them from periſhing with 
the wicked world. The Lotde dealecth no! 
with his people asm:endoe , that-will ſay 

if there be but one fiſh inthe net , angali- 


 , 

T he ſecond Sermon. 
fle one, caſt it inagaine; if there come'vÞþe 
but a little fruit ypon the tree, let the ſwine 
eate 1t,eXcept there were morezit the henue 
bringerh but one chickia,caft ic away, be- 
cauſe there. are. no more z'or as the wicked 
ſay, if there bec but one or two- in a congre- 
cation that feare God, what account make 
you of him, hee is one, we are many againſt 
one? but the Lord makes much of one,.ſo it 

bee his owne,to teach vs,that we alfo ſhould 
make more account of one good min; (tf 
there be but one among many)then of ma- 
ny bad, as the Lord doth,for he dealcth like 
a merciful creditor,whohaying many deſpe 
rate debts, will rake any thing and/not re- 
fuſe part.becauſe he cannot haue all; Laſt of 
all, from this place we 'note, that the Lord 


victh ro (| pare many wicked ones oftentimes. 


forthe ſmal number ofh1s ele ſake which 
_ areamongſt them, as he:ſpared Sodom and 
Gomorrha for Lots ſake, rhe olde world for 
Noahs ſake, and Putiphar tor Toſephs fake; 
the thornes are {pared for the Lithes: ſake 
that Sroweth amongſt them, and the tares 
for the whearte ſake 


the Lordes Prophet vouchfated to. Toe vA- 
to witked /ehoram, or elſe hee would not ſo 


muchas hauc looked: towardes that wicked >King.z [1 
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\ This may teach vs to make much of them 


That feare God, for if their number be once 


acc6pliſhed,the world is atan end;for as the 
world was made at the firſt for kak ſakes, 


ſo for their lakes it isthar it continueth- and 


ſtandethefor how long did Sodom ſtand free 
from the fire of Gods wrath after Lot and his 
houtſholde were remooued out of 1t? or how 
long did the old world eſcape drowning af- 
ter that Noah and hiscompanie were entred 
the Arke, no Jonger ſhall the world ſtand, 
after that the Lord hath once gathered his 

choſen vnto himſelfe. Ifthe wicked did wel 
conſider of this, point, that when the Lord 
hath cathered his wheate into his barne(as 
the Lord Tefus ſaith) that hee will then Tas 
Ther the: rares togetherand caſt them inta 
vnquenchable fire , they. woulde not bee ſo 
Haſltie to drive away. Gods people, andro 
Hunt them out of theircompanie , and out 
of their Citries and townegas they Mor: like 
the Galileatis which were 'not well vnell 
Chriſt were. gone out of their coaſt, bur 
euen 1n pollicie they make much of him , as 
fome doe of wardes , whoſe landes they en* 
ioy but during their ' minoritie and the 
terme oftheir liues,” and after their deceale, 
or when they 'come rofullage,, all goeth 
from:them' againe ro o atiother. 'Bat nowe. let 
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And wil bring you to Zion |Zion wagafott : TRE 


in leruſa\em,& kept in pol efsion ofthe Te- ? 2.Sam.6.10 
buſites tu] Dazzds timegbut.it was won by Da- WE | 


» & 


wid when he came to the crowne. Afﬀterihee 
had won it,hee brought. thither the, Arke of 
Gods conenant; to whichplace the pcople 
relorted to worſhip the Lord.So that YC 1s, 
on is meant the place of Gods worthip.aod, 
religi otylo that the meaning of the Larde; In. 
thele words is rhis ingeſpeds Twil ſetyouar. 
hbertie from your engmies,and bring, you, a- 
raine. to, your owne country, that. you may, 
ſerue mee in holy exerciſes of religions, as 
haue appointed. Whence; we may note.that 
the end. of the churches deluwerance fro any. 
trouble and affliion,is ro become more re-. 
ligious, for to this end hath the Lord deliue- 
reds our of the hids of our enemies.thatwe; . I 
might ſerue him without feare,in righteoul-,1, 4. 1, 7h | hl 
nes & true holines alwaies, Bur ſom may fay:. 
Thisisamater of no.great value,for they. had. 
it before & made noxeckoniog of it,& thex> 
fore very ikerhat this wold not moue them. 
Butif hee had tolde: them of their TOrgeous, 
bouſes,delicate orchards ,pleafant fie Ids, and, We! 
a Figs of worldly wealch and ereat ho. . _ 
nours and dignities, it, maybeethey woulde: ml 
haye regarded, uch;thingsasfathan thou zht 
to mogue Chiift to wor ſhippe; him tat: 


Vale, when no, waic, clſc woulde prevaile,, £y, " Fn, | 


God mooins his Church 


- heſhewethhim chedofdre all the kingdothes 
of theworld; and the gloric of ha, and. 
_ dothoffet themalviito lim vponcoridition 
that he would falldowne and worſhip him, 
but by-no means he could prevaile with his 
Loodly offer, for the Lord Tefus was not of a 
worldhnes wind, thatwill do more for cold 
thenfor Fodlineſſe. Soit ſhould ſeemethar 
if the Lord had told the Jewes of ſuch mats 
ters', wherewith' the heart of man is note 
drawen, the with Ipirrtual matterghe mighr 
haue wanne their laue for euer. Rurto ell 
then of Zion, and religion, of paſtours, and 
preaching,mi wht ſeemie to be the next way 
to driue them arches from his louethen'be- 
fore . Indeede this ſeemeth to bee a good 
worldly pollicie, but the Lord neede x6t to 
be taught ofthe world. Thetrurh is ſo;thar 
when they had their fill of religion and teli- 
gonss exerciſes at Zion) they 'cared not for 
tniem'; but now being wel humbled with at- 
flidtion amongſt idolatersand Te6ffers */ and 
being kepr from it; they accountdeerely of 
it. And the crueth of this'tma) futthicd* ap- 
peareby thar pirrifull @mplajnt aridmonc 
which they inakeinthe 1 37: pRalme when 
they were-amonglt the Babylonian £11 Eap- 
riuitie; Fy the rijters of Babel Weſats; ani there 
"We bo We oe renvulired co wept 
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ow they weep:yea (o great was their griefe: 
tthe remembrance of Zion riowe , thar all 
mirth and muticke is laide afide ; nowe they 
hung vp their harpes vpon the willow trees, 
1nd Fall to weeping and ſortowing for Zion; 
for Zion , why could not their melodic and 
ſycete mulicke make them metty'?: Oh no, 
no, they could take no joy nor comforriina- 
ny ſuch outward thing e5f0 lone as they were 
bamſhed from the: publique exerciſes of 
Gods religtonat Zion, which was a figne of 
Gods loue and fauour vntorthem; butnowe 
they were 'excommunicate- arid caſt out asir 
were vnſauourie ſalr vpott the dunghill (for 
Babylon was but'a dunghill eZion)oh God 
had take his loue tokens and iewelles' from: 
them, God ſhewedanangry countetiaunce 
vponthem. How could they-rhen be mer- 
ty? what ioy could they -have inthe rivers, 
or pleaſant walkes, orifivecte mul! cke when 
they remembred Zion? oh now Zion,Zion; Pla, 137%. 
lion, nothins bat Zion would take thens 
weePe,and daſhed all their i 10y and mirth;&c 
laiec'it in the daſt, But,was this all? Oh no, 
no, beſides all this, they that led vs captiues 
required of vs ſonvs, and mitth ; when wee 
had hanged vppeour harpes; (ayitng fing vs 
one of the ſongs of Z:0n. Oh the wicked 
;bylowans, came ves Om 2600 des. 
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floited at the very name of God which was 


_ their ſongs, and this cut the very 


eart {tringsof them in twain: as the proud 
Spaniard would ſcoffe ar vs and our relig- 
on,if the Lord: ( as iuſtly he might ) ſhould 
dcliuer vs into their handes ; Come on you 
Proteſtanrs would they ſay,let vs hcare now 


one of your Geneua plalmes, &c. Oh this 


would go tothe heart of vs (if wee had anie 
ſparke of Gods ſpirite in vs) to heare God 
thus,and his holy religzon had. in deriſion of 
his wicket enennes; .- FEE 

Here then we-may learne, that wee never 
ſee what.a benefit it. is to haue religion, and 
the miniſtery of the word, vntill it be taken 
from vs. Though Deurd alwayes loued teli-. 
©10n, yet neuer ſo much as when hee wasin 
trouble and baniſhment, for then he coulde 
make his mone vnto.God, and ſay, that the 
fparrowes and,the ſwalloywes were at a bct- 


: terpaſle then he, becauſe they might come 


and build their neſts neere-ynto the altar of 
the Lord, and they could have a place in the 
Lords houſe when hee-was ſhvt out. T hen 
did his ſoule long for the. preſence of the 
Eordagains . Asthe Hart longeth for wa- 
ter when thee is chaſed; then was his meate 
nothing but teares, and his d rincke {111 min- 
gled with weeping, and then did he 444 
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bones were asit were cut aſunder, fo great; 
was his griefe then,whe he remembred how: 
he had gone with the multitude -1nto the + 4 
houſe of the Lorde with forgsof praiſe, and * 
thank{riuing as vnto a feaſt which nowe he 0 

os as TE TT HY Amos.8,r45 

could not do,” And this is that which Amos | 


prophecicth oh when the Lord ſhall bring a 
famine of the word of god vpon the land,the 
ſhall men run vp and downe from one place 
ynto another, yea from one ſeatro,.another; 
2nd from North to South to ſeeke it, and 
ſhal not findett, for he that wanterh meate, - 
and hea!th,and libertie , can, beſt tell what 


they be worth, . Fea, 
Andrthe rather'to pronoke vs to aloue of 
theſe heauenly things, we are to note, that. 
relizion and. libertie zoe beth rogerher 3: 
The Kings of Indah never proſpered berter. 
then: when they cmbraced- moſt, zealouſly 
the worde of the Lorde.. ; And: moſt true 
15 that laying'of the Lorde Teſus, that if wee 
bilt ſeeke -(as,many did) the kihz dome of | 
GOD, and the righteouſneſſe thereof, th 
$&SW '-. , g 3. 
tien libertie, then peace, then health, 
then riches, arid then all other things ſhalbe 
call Vpon vs. It foloweth, HE C.7 1 
I5 .And.I will gine you Paſtours according 
to my heart. ] As it he ſhould ſay, whereas 
velore you went.into captiuitic, you had pa- 
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could not teach you at all z orfalſe prophet 
that raugliras ir ſkapde with their aduaun. 
© tage, ſo that youcould neither haue knoyy. 
ledge, nor conſcience to ſerue me; for which 
_ cauſe I ſent you into captiuitie , nowe I will 
not only bring you home againe,, but I will 
alſo giue you wiſe and godly paſtours which 
may teach you how to ſerue me rightly, and 
may alſocall vpon you to ſerue me faithful- 
ly, that you may goe no more into caprtiuny. 
Here then we may note firſt,that a wiſe and 
a learned miniſterie isa moſt needful thing, 
in aſmuch as-without it, it 1snot poſsble tru 
religion ſhoulde continue . And therefore 
when God beganne an ordinary religion, he 
commanded that Aaron and his ſonnes and 
the tribe of Lexi ſhould be ſanRified to the 
office of prieſthoode , to offer ſacrifices for 
the ſinnes of the people, and to teachand 
in{tcu& them in the vvill ofthe Lord, ſhew- 
ng thereby that religion could not be vp- 
kolden without ſome ſpecial means to teach 
and dire& the people therein, 

According to my heart; that is , ſuch as] 
ſhall like and approue, that ſhall haue their 
calling from me, and their gifts from mee, 
andtheirallovvance from me, and ſhal teach 
for me, and reproue for me-, and ſhall ſecke 
nothing bu: my glorie,and your good , ſuch 


"7 
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Le a man after Gods oyvne heart, that is,fuch 
zone as God taketh delight in, and approo- 
veth, and that is Gods heart indeed : for the 
Lord hath no hearr, nor head, nor body.nor 
hands, nor feete, nor cies» nor mouth, nor _ 
earesas man hath, and as the groſec Papiſtes 

haue ſet him out in their pictures vpon their 
yvindovves &c . But theſe partes of man 
are attributed and giuen to God after the 
manner of men, for mans better vnderſtane 
ding of thEnature of God; for cuery man 
knovveth to vyhat vſe theſe parres of mans 
body ſerue; the eiec to ſee by, the carc to 
heare by » the mouth to ſpeake by, the 
hand to worke by, the foote to goe by. And 
ſometime theſe partes in man are inthe ſcri- 
ptures put for the qualities and properties 
that be in them; and ſometime for the aCti- 
ons and deedes that are vvrought by them, 
as appeareth in the fift chapter ofthe goſpel 
after Saint Adatthew, vvherc itis ſaid by our 
lauiour Chriſt; if thy eic offend thee,plucke 
tout, orif thy hand offend'thee, cur it off: | 
his meaning is, that men ſhould take heede 
of ſuch things as are done by the hand, and 
dy the ee; and fo by the reſt tothe offence 
of God or our neighbour. And itisan viu- 
all thing in our common ſpeaking amongſt 
men, vyhen vve ſee any mans vvriting , we 
lay, thisis ſuch amannes:hand, .and yet the 
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writing is not his hand,but his handy woke 
When we heare one ſpeake, wee vic ts lay; 
thats fuch-a mans tongue, or, I knoyve him 
by his tongue , and yet his ſpeech is not his 
tongue, bata thing vttered by the meanes 
of his tongue. So hikewiſe in God thereare 
ſuch properties and qualities, which are in. 
deed his very.eftence and being, and are de. 
ſcribed inthe Scriptures , for our better yn. 
derltanding what the Lorde 1s vnto vs; as 
knovviedge,and wifedcrme, and ynderſtan- 
ding, and might, and ſtrength, and inſtice, 
and mercy, and providence , andloue, and 
hatred, and anger, and iiking, and diſſiking, 
and many moe,vyhich areal ſer foorth, ey: 
ther vnder the partes of mans body , ory 
othercreatures whoſe naturesare very well 
knowen vnto men. And how could we bet- 
ter come vntothe knowledge of Gods vn- 
ſpeakeablenature, ſo farre ai is meete for 
vs to knovve-, but by fuch thingsas we are 
familiarly acquairtted vvithall our ſe!ues?for 
doe notal ren know,thar ſtr-2nzth doth vt- 
ter her force by the mcanes of the arnie? and 
that knovvledge and ynderſtanding doe en- 
terinto the heartby the'eie and the earc? t 0 
not men declare their mind by word and by 
writing? doeth not lone andanger lodge 1n 
'the heart? and doth no* the: countenaunce 
bevvtay the liking and difliking that 15 
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he heart? and whois fo ſimple thatknovy= 
et not theſe things? Therefore when the 
impleſt ſhall heare the {criprures call Goda 
ſprite, andrell vs withall, thata ſpirithath 
no eth nor bones as men haue, and yet ſhal 
heare the ſane Scriptures to attribute vnrto 
Goda head, a heart, together witheies, and 
ear-5,and a mouth,and a faceand a ſoule,and 
fete, and fuch likezas if he were not aſpirit, 
buta man » mult they nor needes conceiue 
that there is ſomething elſe meant by ſuch 
kinde of ſpeeches, which they could not fo 
yvell vaderſtand, nay not at all conceme, if 
God theu'd vtter himlſelfe as hee is in him- 
(cite, and not by fuch things as are familiar 
with mans vnderſtanding , and not to 1ma- 
ene ſo groſly asrhe groſe headed 1dolatrous 
Papiſts do, that God 15s a man indeede, and 
hath the parts of mans body indeede? Ther- 
tore vyhen yve heare of the Lords handor 
arme, vyhat can we vnderſtand thereby but 
his omnipotent power,might,and ſtrength, 
hereby he is able to do allthings which he 
vill doe? Otherarme and other hand the 
Lorde hath not, for he isa ſpirit. When we 
keare of the Lords eiesandeares, vvhar can 
we conceiue thereby, but his knowledge & 
vnderftanding, which 3s ſuch that nothing 
an behidden from his maieſtic? but that he 
teeth and knoweth all things ar one inſtant? 
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other cares and othereies , the Lord hath 
not»for hee 18a ſpirit. When we heare of the 
mouth ofthe Lord, what elſe'can we vnder. 
ſtand thereby. but the reuelation of his will 
other mouth-the. Lord hath not, for hee is 1 
' fpirit . When we heare the Lords head is a; 
' White as wooll, what can-we gather thereby 
but the eternal wiſdom of God;becauſe wit: 
dome is comonly attribured to the grey hea- 
ded?other head and haire the Lord hath ror, 
forhe vs a ſpirit. When we hear of the ſoul or 
heart of Gad;what can we corceue thereby 
but the Lords liking or diſliking of a thing} 
otherwiſe the Lord hath neither heart nor 
ſoule, for hee is aſpitit, When we heare of | 
the lightof Gods countenance, whatelſe can 
we vndeiſtand thereby but the tokens of his 
loue and fauor? otherwiſe the Lord hath no 
countenance, ſmiling, or frowning as men 
hauesfor-he is aſpirit, And when we heare 
that God isafpirit, wee mult not conceive 
thereby , that:Grd is circumſcribed within 
anycertaine;placc, as ſome heretikes haue 
thought, becauſe a ſpirit:1sſo ; but we are to 
learne thereby, that he is of aſpirituall fub- 
{tance,and.inuiſible nature , but altogether 
Vnſpeakeable, infinite, and incomprehenli- 
ble. Aril thus we ſee what is meant by Pa- 
| Ntoursaccording to Gods hearts that is, ſuch 

 85/his maieſtic ſhall. appraue. and like,9' | 
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The ſecond Sermon. . 
Nowe Tet ys ſee what wee may learne frond 
hkence- The Lord promiſing and purpoling- 
todo his peopke goodyea the greatelt good 
that can be 1f they turne tohim, he ſaith, he, 
wil gzuethem paſtors according to his lik+. 
jos,fuch as he ſhall approue and delight in;. 
to teach' vs that there can come no good: 
vnto Gods people but by ſuch meanes' as. 
God doth ike of. To build vp Gods church. 
'n fa'th and repzntanee, andrto keepe the. 
{in.c inthe holy obedience 6f Gods lJawes; 
tiere 15 more required then to haue paſtors; 
13d dRaurs, they muſt be ſuch as God doth 
ike of, Theſe are tokens of Gods loue to, 
lis people,and ſhal do good in their places, 
and turne many vnto tighteonſnelife , where 
others are tokens of Gods wrath, and are gl. 
venin his-wrathas Sexl was to the 1ſraclitess 
to be a plague vntothe people. Theſe that 
re approued of God, have their gifts from 
God, and are ſent forth with his bleſsing, 
that they may proſper &beget many {oules, 
to God, Theother are made barren, and ac+ 
curſed ctharthey candoe nothing, butonely 
| fupply the place of paſtours, but the ſheeps 
cannotfeede inthe paſtures it is ſo ſower; | 
Tifthey feede, they catnot thriuebecauſe — if 
tis not bleſcd,for as the body liueth not by = | 
 breadonely, farhefoule Jiueth notby dogs BH 
fc opely, but byithie bleGivg of God v7 F 
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6a bvthiDanielrdier was but water & pulſe, 


yetwith that did hee like better, then they 
which had their portion from the kings ta- 
ble,becauſe it was Gods allowancezand went 
with a blefsing. So they that haue paſtourg 
accotding tothe Eords own heart, are many 
times fed but with plaine:ycrt pure do@tine, 
andtheir ſoulcs are better fed with know- 
ledge;theirfaith is more ſtrons,their repen- 
rance is more ſincere, and their life more rc. 
formed,then theirs that are fed after amore 
ſtarely and princely manner, which oſtenta« 
tio of humane learning and cloquence, be- 
cauſe it 1t 1s gods allowance and goeth with 
a bleſſing, whereas the other commeth and 
goeth like the winde, which onely puffeth 
and bloweth at men,and ſo leaueth them as 
1 found them. In the twenty three of Tere- 
mythe Lorde doth molt notably deſcribe 
ſuch prophers, as are not-according to his 
hearr, In the 23.hee calleth them liars and 
dreamers, tothewe thatthere is no cred:tto 
be giuen vote them » more then vnto liars, 
neither 4s rhere in their do{trine any more 
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and twentieth verſe hee ſaith, they del1ght 
in hes, 'which he calleth the. deceit of theit 
owne heartes, to ſhewe from. what foun- 
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the twenty ſeuen verſe hee ſheweth what lo 
the fhuit of theſe dreames, namely the'natme 
of God 1s forgottten by their meanes as» 
mongelt the neople, , amoſt horri ble ſinne 
to orver G OD, as if the deuill him(elfe 
ſhould teach. In the thirtie verſe he callerh 
them-theeues, becauſe they ſteale the word 
of G O D away from the peopie; like thoſe 
that are ſti}] diſ[ſembling and diſcouraging | 
men from the reading of the ſ{cripitures at- 
ter the manner of the popiſh ly Dagogue, 
for feare that rheir wickedneſle ſhoulde be 
deſcriet by the light of the wotde : They 
that robbe by the high waie , take awaic 
but mens money or their worldly; goodes, 
but theſe robbe mens ſoules of the molt 
precious worde of G OD, therctore they 
are the greateſt theenes, And the better 
to effect choir purpoſe che Lorde (> yth i 
the one and thutieth' verſe thar they haue 
verie ſweete rongues, and can make the 
people belecue thatthe Lord ſaith this, and 
the Lord ſarth thar, whenit is onely the dex 
ceit- of ther owne heart. Iitthe two and 
thirtieth verſe he ſaith; they are flatterers, 
and through their flatterie they cauſe the 
People to.crre;& in aword he ſaith, that the 
Lord neuerſent them, neither gaue them a: Us 
ao «ho or and therefore they bring 
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ſtudic and take painesto no purpoſe, like 
the.good wife that churmeth,and churmeth 
and can make no butter come. As for the 
people that Jiue ynder their miniſterie, hee 
ſheweth 1a the 2. verſe thatthey be adulte- 
xers and {wearers, tuil of wickednes and vn- 
codlines,” to ſhewthat nothing but wilder- 
neſſe can grow vppon the ground that is til- 
led by fuchazare not according to the Lords 
liking, As for their owne behamour hee 
ſheweth 1n the. thirteenth and fourteenth 
yerſes. that itis fiitable to rheic reachiny; 
deeentfu!l and falthie ; broken out with ail 
manner of Eotches and blaines, of foolith- 
neſle, and filthynes, and aduiterie and vn- 
cleanenes, and waiking 1n the by-pathes of 
hes and falſhoods ſtrengthning the hands of 
the wicked, that none canreturne for his 
wickednefle,and in one word moresthey are 
. aliboth prophets ai;dpeople vnto mee, but 
as Sodom a {mnke of finne and asthe wnhabi* 
rants of Gomorcha ſuch an other ſinke: 
this they are to me faith the Lord,thus they 
arc 1nmy eic whatſocuer they ſeeme to be 
in ther owne.op1nion, or in the iu{gement 
of others whome they haue blindedand be- 
 witched : Thus we fee what vgly creatures 
they are which-rurne before the Lord fend 
themwhich arc miniſters after menshearts, 
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The ſecond Sermon.” 
blind-zuides among(t vs bee; the Lorde tas 
keth no picaſi ure-inthem, norin thoſe foos 
liſh people that are contented with theme 
and therefore lets themialone rodo asthey 
Iſt, and turneth themas falfe children,ouer: 
whom he hath no care, bur les rFemirumne 
25 1t were filth and vermineforwir of trims 
ming & waſhing with'the waterof his'gra 
and ſpit1t; whereas thoſe thatare:of his ſens 
ding forth,” and:fuch avthee ralketh pleaſure 
in, hewill ſet ctheinour if the beſt manner; 
and erace them with Cood vifts, and holie 
conuer{ation, he will make their words gra« 
cions, [4nd their miniftery to be reuerenced 
nthe'eyesand hearres of al] that feare God, 
they ſhall bee michtie and powerfull in des 
Iverie of their meſſage; they thall be fru't- 
full in the worke of tlie Lorde, and ter- 
tible in the confciehces' of the \wicked; 
they ſhall bee bleſſedirthe ſtrength of the 
ſpirit, to ttrne many fou'es into the wiyyes 
ofrighteouſneſſc, euen{o manic as G:QD 
hath appointed , yeathey. and rheſr) pto« 
Ple fall bee a righreow gen eration ovct 
whome' the Lorde witli have a'watchfull 
eye continually, to retielve and t6 repaire 
themwith his grace and ſpirit, there*ſha!l 
not {o ſoone any ſore (eeine to ariſe mtheir 

life, or anie corruption in their -profeſgi» 
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ſhall heale ir againe,. they ſhall bebleſſed of 
God tothe good af Gods church which are 
paſtours according vnto Gods heart, and 
none clſe; I doe 1ot; meane ſuch as are free 
from all torruption and [taine of finne, for 
ſuch are. not to' bee looked for in this vale 
of corruption;. but: {yeh as the Lorde hath 
ſent foarth, and- furniſhed with, gifts, aid 
Gantifiedfor the worke:ofhis. church. And 
the like may bee ſaide of: ciu;]- magytteates, 
and church gouernorsthatif eucr the,church 
of God reapeany good. by.gy, it 15 þy them 
that are not after Antichriſts heart and ly- 
king, oraccordingto the worldes aPRroba- 
tion » but according to Gods words liking, 
for God bleſleth nooredwance but his OWNe,s 
FT his 'dofrine may. hauca;good vſce-inre- 
ea of thoſe that bee Daſours} . or that 
have anie | publique,;place of teaching. in 
the 'church of GO, D, it waie '{eeme-to 
 admoniſh them, that they approne them» 
ſdlfesboth for life and dorine inthe ſight 
of GQP) 'to bee ſuch-as God liketh oh if 
whey will doe any gopdin the works of the 
miniſteric, and thereupon reape any-. com- 
 fortreo their conſcience. in the day of the 
Lords: 
. There be two DOA thar euery miniſter 
approved of G od mals 2 ena ame at; 
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ner okgnany 18,which ſhoote as rouers oe ab 
many. markeS, and neuer a one certaine, But 
the markes that Gods miniſters mult thootg 
at, are. the glorie of God and. the ggod of 
Gods church, that they may ſay as Pauli faids | 
without checke of conſcience > Our hearts, Romto.zqji 
deſire and prayer to God 1s, that Iirael may Lf 
be ſaued, And ſodeere {hould the glory of 
God be ynto vs » and.ſo great {hould be our, 
loue voto the church.af God ,. that if it may 
bee aduaunced m the ſaluation of our bre- 
thren, yea. of our enemies more then intheir 
deltrution, we ſhou}de earneſtly craye the. 
{ame of the Lord, yea ſocarneltly , that ra- 
ther then the Lord. ſhould looſe any part of 
his glory therein, we ought to craue 1t with 
the hazard of our gwne ſaluation,as the apo- Mil 
{tle Paxl that ſingular paterne of zeale and, Rom.9.3; IW 
loue did , when hee deſired to bee accurſed, is 
for his brethrenſake, the lewes which were, 
his brethren according, to the fleſh. Some 
bendeal their endeuor thatthey way be wel 
thought of with the Prince, or with the. 
court, or with ſome noble man,or with the 
chicfe of their congregation, for wealth and, 
authoriticand ſome delice only to be popu- 
lar& approucd of the multitude: & to.bring, 
this to paſſe, they take great paines, they, * | 
_ Radic hard, they reade much. , they currig. c,. _ ſ 
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Sour with one, andflatter with* atipther; 
they ferue the time;and; turne with tHe time; 
watching the tide,that they may rovve with 
the ſame” ; and if they*meetwith any of their 
brethren labouring againſt their ſtreame, 
_ him- they belabour with their InueAiues, 
"though therein they doe ſtrive againſt the 
 Nreame of Gods cternall tructh ; "but what 
_ egre they fo they may have the approbation 
_ 6fthe&world, whoſe oloric they doc hunt af. 
ter like luſty N; jorods ? and if they chance 
to inifſe of Fo. purpoſe, as ſometimes they | 
ire cr6(led'as wel as others, are theF notrea- 
dy tofallſickeof Hamans diſeaſe; ivho was 
ready to dic for forrowe , becauſe Mordecat 
did not bow the knee vnte him? It18'a Tood 
bleſsing of God to begxracious inthe: ties of 
chriſtian Princes, and great ſtates, as it was 
a 'thi.,g greatly to be retoyced at when Theo- 
doſius the Emperor of Rome embraced'chri- 
ſian biſhops which reſorted vnto him. And 
the fayour of Gods people in the Lorde isa 
500d fauour of God, which oftent1imeghec 
giveth vnto his ſeruants, when they ſeek not 
after the ſame. But yerthis1 is not the ehing 
that Gods ſeruants muſt affef, but all their 
care muſt be both at their firſt enrranceinto 
the miniſterie , and in the whole courſe of 
rhe fame vnto o the eude thar they may bee 
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heart . Both credite and maintenance in the 
world are the good blefsings of the Lorde; 
and it ſhall be lawful for Gods miniſtersts 
enioy the ſame ſo farre footrh 'as God ſeerk 
cood for them; but yer they muſt take heed 
that they make not thoſe things the ende of 
their worke; but thar at rhe firſt, andat the 
aſt,we may be approued inthe fight of god: 
The apeſtle had matter of reioycing inhis 
countrey, forhe was an Ifraelite ; and ofhis 
bringing 'vp , forhee was brought vp at the 
feete of Gamatiel alearned man ;; hee cotild 
haue ſtoode vpon his1carning, for he ſpake 
with t>neves more then any other; if others * 
were doors, he was a doQtour of the Gen- 
tiles and many great priuiledges he had that 
others had not. But what, doth hee ſtand ſs - 
much' to the maintenance of thoſe thinges? [NY 
No,heccounteth them all but dung to winne Philip.z.2. {| 


Chriſt; he forgettethithem asthings left be- 
hind him, ſo that hee may attaine vnto the 
marke that is ſet before him, euen the price 
ot his high calling the Lord Teſus Chriſt: he 
areth not a point for them , ſo thar he may 
Pproouec himſelfe a farthfull workemanin 
the fight of God. And ſoſhbiilde weedoe; © 
If we be miniſters approoued of God , Wee 
muſt nor be as many are which make mer- 
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we muſt ſpeake an Chriſt, If we beepaſtors 
according to Gods. heart; we mult not praiſe 
_ our {eſues , nor Rand in neede bf letters of 
commendation-ynto- our charfe ; or of re. 
commendation from them vnto others (as 
the Apoſtle ſaith ) but our flocke muſt bee 
our epiſtle written 4n our hearts. to be read 
and ynderſtoode of all men; not with incke, 
but with the ſpirit ofthe huing God,. If we 
beminiſters approoued of God, wee-muſt 
giue nooccafion'of offenſe inany thing,that 
our minifterie may be free from reproote: 
Bat.in al things(faith the Apoltle) we muſt 
approoue our ſelues as the miniſters of god, 
in much patience, inaffictions , inneceſsi- 
ties, indiſtrefles, in ſtripes, in priſons, in 
rumultes, in labours. by watchings , by fa- 
flings, by puritic, by knowledge, .by long 


6 . ſuffering, by kindeneſle, by the hol1-ghoſt, 


by Joue vnfained ,, by the worde of tructh, 
by the jpower of God, by the. armour of 
nghteouſneſſe, on the right hand and on 
the left, that is , both in proſperitic and ad- 
uerſitie,amongſt friends and foes,by honour 
and diſhonour, by euill report and good re- 
port, as deceiuers,, and yet true, as yvnkno- 
wen and-yet knovven, as dying and yer 
buing » as chaſtened and yet nor killed, 45 
forrowing, and yet alvvayes reipycing), Fs 
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ping, nothing. and yet poſſekijng. all things. 
Whata- notable approbatien 1s this? How: 
many felloyveshath the holy Apollle faint; 
Paule in this?- This 18 for FR Taule alone, 
and ſuch Puritaycs as he was... -Heere is no- 
mention all this while of Diſpenſations, nor: 
of Qual:fieations; nor of Pluralities,nor. of. 
Vnions, nor of Torquots, j; norof,any ſuch. 
mplements, . belike they were not allow-. 
cd of in Saint Paules time ; for if they hads, 
lurely the-Apoſtle would cothaug left them 
our, ' or it.may, be. that they were. pot: then, 
in vie, and the world is. grovven wiſer now: 
tien i; was faint Taule, time's 


' Ohe quantim mutatus abtllo) 
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The worlde | is oreatly alrered q "UI KP 


Paules dayes ;, it cannogkill.of ſaint Pavler: 
courſe A Well yet wee. muſt; learne to haue 
oy of it, if wee will be approoued inthe 
2ht of God. Andif all the world docom- 
mend 1 vs, andyet God condemne vs, what 
hall it aduantage vs? Moſt miſerable and. 
Wretched caitifes s ſhall we prooue our ſelues 
t0 be, and berteri it had beene that wee had 
Never rbeeue borne? it the Lorg ſhall lay hee 
nowerh vs.not.. This was ; Micarah well 
Per ſwaded of ,. aud therefore hee {foode to 


a. go 4 30-46% | > ks Ye MAAL'a Cows en A - 45, 


by 


x * The ſecon Sr mn. > 


Re birth when touee hund redfalſc Pos | 


_ wa A ” _ " . —__—_ toes h 


# 
| God wooins bu Church 

king and all was againſt him,but:yet he ws 
A Prophet according to the Lords heart,and 
Thar was ſufficient for him.Mavy atthe firſt 
and a-great while have made a zood ſhew of 
great ſthceritic, that no man would have ta- 
ken them'butto be men of God mdeede (a 
good Prophets were called:n old time)vns 
till they have fallen by the world as Dema 
did, 'or till they haue fallen into fttiour with 
 thecourt,or the ſtare,or till they haue raken 
 fomthigh degree of ſchooles,or ti} they haue 
climed vÞ the ladder of promotionand then 
the date of their Zeale , and painfulnes and 
{mceritic hath' bin'expired', and they hane 
turned ouer theircoppy to athers,& hauing 
wade [hiprack of faith & a 2ood conſcience, 
they haue goneforth like'Thamir out of hir 
brothier Ammons chamber when Ammon had 
defloured hir,the wet out with her garnient 
of duwers colors reat &torn;fo theyhaue go# 
away with their garment of gods graces rent 
and torne, onely this difference is betweene 
Thamar and them, ſhe wept & mourned for 
it, and {6 doe nat they, bur ratherreioyce at 
cheir alteration, holding theſe things nowe 
as molt vile, which before the time ofthe! 
ſinceritie they, counted moſt precions? & this 
isycra molt feareful iudgement of God vp? 

them for their apoſtacie, for when they Þ<- 
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ahich before they haue profeſſed, what doe 
they elſe bur turne into that he way whick 
kadeth vnto the ſmne againſt the ſpiritof 
truth. And being thus reuglted from their 
ft loue,they tell tobe 1ult of Sauls humor, 
who perceiuing himſelfe to bee forſaken of 
the Lord for his hypocrifie,and diſlembling 
m Goas buſines, dehred yet of Semwel, that 
he m1ght bee honoured before the elders of 
the people, and then he was ſafe;that was all 
tharhee looked after, So ſay they,letvs bee 

honoured before the elders of the people, 

and thatis ſufficient, for that isall that they 

looke after, as hauing their reward ofmen, 


and not of God, 
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JEREMIE Chap,3. IF 

Verſe 15 And I will gtue you Paſtors ac- 
cording to mine heart, which ſhall feede yok 
With knowledge and vnderſtunding 
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-ſolicthatdoubt in the 7.of Tobn ver.the 19, 


thus; He that ſpeaketh of himſelfe ſceheth hi 


ewne g ory but he that ſeeketh his'glory that ſent 
"him, the ſameis true , and no vnrighteouſneſſe 
'is in him :*that'is, hee is a true mellenger of 
God, andino counterfeit, A. man 1s (aide to 
Apeake of himſelf rwo wates, either when he 
Apeakethbefere be Le required to ſpeake,or 
being required to ſpeake , ſpeakethnot the 
truth truely, bur mixeth ſome deuice of his 
owne braine therewith : ſo did the falſe pro. 
phets, for both they ranne before they were 
ſent, and alſo ſpake the errours of their own 
Hartinſtead'ot the ward of the Lord:So did 
Vxx4b that which he did of*himfelfe, when 


he put his hand to the arke of the Lord, bc- 


cauſe hee was not called thereunto of the 
Lord. S6 Bataam ſpake of himſeIfe thouz} 
he ſpake the trath withoutadding or dimt- 
miſhing, becauſe his couetous hart which er- 
ued for the waves of iniquitie, made him 20 
whenthe Lord bad hin to {tay When Ca 
has profecied of Chriſts death,S. John ſaith; 
This ſpake he not of himſelfe,that 3s,he.did not 
inuent it of his own brain, Bur what 1s it fol 
2 miriiſter toſeek his own glory? tobe infe- 
Qed with the ſtain of vainglory?no,for Pabl 
, was infected with that ſtaine;as appeares by 
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his own teſtimony; for therefor hee hat 4 
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teſt he ſhould be lifted vp out of meaſure for 
choſe heauen]y reuelations which were gi- 
ven yvnto him, What ther to extoll his mi. 
niſterice and calling when iuſt occaſion ſer- 
neth? no neither > for the Apoſtle hauing ro 
deale with ſuch as went about to abuſe his 
miniſtery, He extolleth Is miniſtery inthis C 
maner; Verely I ſuppoſe thatl was notinfe< *<**-1154 W 
rior to the very chiefe apoſtles. But then in- 
deed doth he ſecke his owne glory, whenhe (i 
preacheth mans doctrine to pleaſe men. For Gal.c,ro,uxd k 
xow, preach 1 mans dottrine or Gods? ({axththe | 
Apoltle) or go I about to pleaſe men? for if I ji 
ſrould yet pleaſe men., I were not the ſeruant of 'K 
Chreſt I certifie you brethren that the Goſpelt 
which was preached of me, Was not after man. 
And the apoſtle cha.4.ver.17. deſcribes the 
vaineglorious falſe apoſtles by this marke, 
that they would excludeall others as no bo-' 
dy, thatthe people might altogether afteR ty 
them, But what is it to ſeck Gods g lory* that is 4u7, 1 
a very needful queſtion indeed; What is it to. i 
jay God be praiſed, or,thanks be to God? Noxfor 

ſo did the proud Phariſy who was compoun 

dedof vaineglory; and when he pronounced -Luke.1t,' 
thoſe wardes, ſought nothing lefle'then the: 

glory of God y and nothing more. then his 
owne glorie:' What them?.is it to fay, Let - -*+ +4 
God be glorified 2. No.neither, for ſodid the: = 
_ Pelkutorsatgods chyrch whenthey exco- 
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mitiicated the.r brethren, as appeareth in 
Efay 66.5. like the Prelates , who beganne 

all their excommunications and condemna. 
tions with Jn nomine Det; and ſo [n-nomine 

| Dei burned, and impriſoned, and maſlicred 
many of the deare ſaints. and ſeruaunts of 
God. And hke-vntothe former are the pa- 

:: > *Þilts, who wall their 1dolatrousand ſuper- 
{tirious ſeruicesfiog, Glory be tothe father, 

t the Sonne,and-to the Holi-gholt,&cc. Al 

' } which do giue as much glory to God, asthe 
Tewes did vnto Chriſt, when they ſpitin his 
face, and faluted him with the-knee, crying, 
Haile King of the Iewes .. What then ? to 

. fpeake' Gods inill without adding. or diwi- 
n{ling? Noncither;for ſo much did Ba/aam, 

who tor al that, ſought nothing but his own 
commoditie and gaine, and therefore is ſaid 

to ſerue for the wages of iniquitie. Howe 
then? Toicomein outward humilitic, and 

-...: ſhewes of holineſle, as to profeſle wilful! 
; Pouertie, to.Zoc barefooted, &c. after the 
monki{h manner of the Popith frtervand 0- 
thers of thar fraternitie? Nothing leſle; ior 
':.:.:theapoſtle-dath vtterly diſclaime rhem, and 
waruellethicbat they:which are dead with 
Chriſt fromthe'ordinaunces of the worlde, 

will beciburned: againe with traditions, 45 
though they lined in the world ,,.andnot'n 
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which alperiſh with the vſing , and areaf* 
ter the: commaundements and doctrines of 
men: Which things haue a ſhewe of wiſes 
dome(faith the apoſtle)in yoluntarie religis 

on and humblenefle of minde, and innot 
ſparing the body, -neither haue they it ina» 
pyeſtimarion to ſatiſfie the fleſh ;thus the 
Apoltle ipeaketh of mens. traditions:;;-to 
reach vs that we muſt thmke of tkem-but as 

of burdens too heauy for the conſciences of 
chri{tiansto beare,and ſhewes,withour any 
ſubltance rhe y are m:the ſight of God. How _ 
then doth Gods miniſter fecke the glory of = wid 
God? Firſt,in ſpeaking; thenmarke his docs | 
trine. Secondly ,in luing; then marke his , 
lfe:for the far{t iris ſaid, he ſpeaketh 

hunſclfez for the ſecond,it is ſaid,there is no 
vn-1ghteouſnefle in him\ thatis, hee 3snot a 
labieto linne and wickednefle. Counters 

tic and-falſe apoſtles are deceitfull wors 
kers,(Taith-S. Paul) &cantranſforme them<. 
{cluesimro the Apoſtles of Chriſt, -and no 
maruell.. (faith hee) for Sathan himſclfc ig 
tranſtormed into an Angel of light. Theres 
orc tis no great thing, though his mini- 
ters tranſforme themſclues as though they 
werethe miniſters - of rightcouſneſſe. But 

x fruttibus,by their fruits, (faith the Lorde F 
ny, youthall knowthem. The forcerers wii.q.! W 


2 q * 7 + C : 
A y A 4 j- 
: 4 ; Te 
a %* - : : Þ . ' 
* . l fc k IV, ” i , F3, / 
X \ oo Nos TRIS ROT thy (i _ . = 
7 5 YI y wg en Do RT + iy}; Y ET... 
4 3 Py T$* k -.% "of bes ne LS. i 's © TN $5" « 0% R * Sy 0 wt 
I % "_ Pk, IDs o—_— - * \ * mY 
, * of hn vt 4-1 
" of 7 , < - 


F TB l ' 
. . 
PIR ..- 
*! 
1 . 
: {3 {\ 
\ 
i 
- 
3 ILL 
g > 
} 


£ 
w 

LI 
1 


4 '* 
4+ ; 
q; 13! 
i Wit 
4 7 
- Wt 
ba (+ 
© V9: 


3 ; 
DF h 
D » 
ry o ” 
v as 
* = - 
2022027. God 
b; - ” ” *. , ” 
s he 6 =_— F 
bt o , A , 
& - ; 
$2 


"0" 4 
God wooins his Church 
ther counterfeit Aſoſes and Auron in many 
things, ſo doe the munſters of the deuill 
counterfeit the miniſters of God in many 
things:but as Moſes did one thing which the 
ſorcererscould not do; fo Gods meſlenger 
doth one thing the other cannot doe; that 
Is, they ſ{eeke the glorie of him that ſent 
them. Now when the people ſaw Moſes do 
that which all the cunning men ot Egypt 
could not do, they ſaid ; this 15: the finger 
of G O D: ſo when men ſha:l ſee a man lee- 


king in his whoie mimniſterie nothing but 


the glotnic of GO D that ſent him , they 
muſt needes faic, This is a miniſter of 
Gcd. 


In the doarine it will appeare two wales; | 


- Firſt,by the matter deliuered; ſecondly, by 


the manner of deliuering. For the marter, it 
ſhalbe ſuch as God hath put into his mcuth, 


that he may ſay as the apoſtle did, Thar which 
IT hauereceined of theLord, I haue delinered 


vnto you, and if an angell from heauen ſhall 
preath otherwiſe thenthe apoſtle preached,þe is 
to be accurſed, And herem he is not to holde 
himſelfe tufficiently diſcharged, if hee de- 
clarcth ſome part of Gods will, ard leaucth 
out ſome part thereof, but he 15 ro del1uer to 
the church of God, ;the whole counſel! of 
rueth;and yctin 
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people , for wiſedome and faithfulteſl® 


muſt waite one vppon another in the mini» 
ſter of God. And fill hee 1s ro meete with 
ſuch chings as obſcure the gloric of God , as 


a. 


Paul did when he came to Athens,& percet-, ag.uy; 


ving them to be addifted to idolatry and fu- 
pe:itition,he aduancerh the true God,and a- 
baſeth al falſe gods, & that he doth 2, wales. 
Firſt, by ſetting forth in God his power, his 
goodnes & his prouidence;ſecondiy, by de- 
claring the vanitie of idols, &the ignorance 
ef the Athenians. Againe,the manner is to 
be obſcrued; and that our dotrine may wif 
glorie to him that ſent vs, two things are re- 
quired ; Firlt,concealement of humane skilz 
fecondly,demonſtration of the ſpirit z both 
which are evident in the example of the A+ 
poltles preaching, who may bee a patterne 
of true preaching to all the doours in the 
worlde. V Vhen I came vnto you brethe« 
ren (ſaith hee) I came not with excellencie 
of wordes, crof wiſedome, ſhewing vnto 
you the teftimonie of God , forl eſteemed 
Not. to knowe anie thing among you , fa- 
uing Icfus Chriſt, and himcrucafied. And 
I was among you in weakeneſſe, and'in 
feare, and'in much trembling. Neither 
ſtoode my worde, and my preaching, in 
the intifing ſpeech of mans wiſedome,burin 
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Pauls drift is to reprone certaine teachers 
at Corinth : bur for what? not for herefie, 
but for the manner of their teaching, and in 
that for two things, for humane eloquence, 
+. and wiſedome , neither are they {imple 
reprooued for theſe , for they are good in 
eheir place,but becauſe they made a {hew of 
themn declaring of Gods meſlage.. And in 
the fourth verſe, humane wiſedome is oppo- 
ſed to the euidence of the ſpirit;ro ſhew that 
they which ſtudie only for humane learning 
and eloquence, cannot preach in the cui- 
dence arid'power of the ſpirit. And this he 
_prooueth by many arguments. Firſt, the 
aocrine that I taught was Gods willand 
teſtament, ergo, I muſt not vtrer itin mat- 
terand forme after men, but it mult bee 
ihewed as hee ſet it forth. Secondly, in the 
ſecend verſe, 1 haue purpoſed toknow ncthing 
: - but Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified; :that is, to 
_ - profeſſe nothing elſe, for hee could not but 
"know many things more, thereforethe pro- 
_ feſlijon of all. humane wiſedome was to bee 
© hidaſfide. Thirdly, inthe third -yerſe, hee 
- faith, it was in much weakenefle, feare, and 
trembling, becauſe hee was to deale with 
the deuiil , and with men of beaſtly. condi- 
tion,who could not be ſubdued with gallant 
1 ſhewes of humane ſtrength , nor with flan- 
tivgand flouriſting in humane cloquence & 
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wiſedome, Fourthly,inthe 5.verſe he ſhew- 
eh a notable reaſon why. it was thus, and 


why it muſt be thus ; leſt your futh ſhoulde | 


ſtand yppon mans wiſedome» rather then in 
the power of God, and ſo man {houlde have 
the glorie of conuerting mens ſoules tothe 
fairh-which is proper to God only: therfore, 
in the miniſterie the power of God mult 
only be ſhewed in demonſtrarion ofthe ſpt- 


rite, andof power, Fiftly, we haue this treas 4, cor,qulf 


{ure in earthen veſlelles, that the excellen- 
cy of that power, might bee of God, and not 


of vs. The miniſter 1s compared to a veltel}, 


and a homely one, hee ſheweth a treafure 
init: Whatſoener therefore 1s in man muit 


be hidden: that when the treaſures worketh, © 


the vertue which is of God, may be aſcribed 


vnto God,and not to man. But then it will be 
demaunded of ſome , what vie there is of 


arts, of doRors,and fathers,and the tougues, 

ifthey may not be ſhewed & alleaged in the 

publique miniſteric ofthe word. To whom 

we may anſwere,that as thoſe thingsare the 
g00d bleſsings of god on his church fo there 
i apriuate vie of them in ſtudy,to helpe the 
man of God to find out doctrine and to ſet it 
forth, but in publike they are not to be ſhew- 
ed,by the teſtimony of the apoſtle,exceptit 
| bein diſputations and controuerſiesa 
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As there muſt bee a concealement of huz 
mane eloquence and wiſedome , ſo there 
mult bee a demonſtration of the ſpirite , as 
the Apoſtle ſheweth in.the fourth verſe of 
the ſecond chapter and the firſt epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and that is, when the m1. 
niſter ſo delivereth the word, that the pco- 
_ ple may perceiue, it 1s not. hee that ſpea« 
keth, but the ſpirite of God in him, The 
whole fouretcenth chapter of the firſt epi- 
{tle to the Corinthians, is a commentarie of 
_ this point, and 1n the foure and twentieth 

verſe he ſhewetÞ, that ifthere be propheci- 
ingathat 1s expounding,and applying to the 
coſcience, the ſcripturs in a knowen tongue : 
ifan idiot, or an vnbelecuer come in the 
meane tume heis rebuked, and judged of al, 
that is,he ſhall take himſelfe ſo to be, for the 
ſecrets of his hart ſhalbe made manifeſt, and 
ſo he will fall downe and worſhip God, and 
fay plainely,that God is in you indeede. And 
thus muſt men prophecie ro worke this et- 
fe, they mait bee as Michaiab was , full of 
power , by the ſpirit ofthe Lorde , and of 
1udzement and of ſtrength, to declare vn- 
to Jacob his tranſgreſsion , and to Ifracl his 
ſfiane. The Apoſtles were not permit- 
tedto witneſle of Chriſt, till they hadde re- 
cciued the ſpirite that muſt exerute it. And 
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it lighted on them like fiery rongues, to 
ſhew thar the ſpirit of G O D maketh the 
ſpeech to burne . Then whereſoeuer the 
ſpeech toucheth, it burneth by the outward 
fizne, the inward worke is ſtgnified by all 
which we may ſee that there mult be no de- 
mon(tration ofthe perſon,but of the power 
ef the ſpirit, And further, becaule explanas 
tion is the verie ſoule of the ſpirit,therefore 
that eſpecially mult bee labou ed for; for 1a | 
man is {oule , andbodie, and ſpit. The i. Theſ's i! 
ſoule gmeth life. The ſprite liuelineſſe; "'z 
and is the moouing and ſtirring ofthe affe-. 
Qions . The doftrine malt alſo haue ap- 
plication , orelſe 1t is dead; now when it 1s 
applied by the {pirit, itis molt liuely and cf= 
teQuall, 

The liuelineſſe andpower of the worde 
thus preached, appearcth in this demon- 
ftration. Take a thing that is redde hote, 
and lay it toanother thing that 15 colde, and 
It ſha!l kindle a heate in that too. So the 
miniſters tongue 1s a fierie tongue , novve Simile 
when it 1s brouzht to mans ſences and vi-- | 
derſtanding , it worketh the like heate in 
them, ſo that the power of the ſprite is 
conueyed vnto them. And thus an impreſsi- 
onis made in the heartes of the people. And 
when the man ſceth this, he falleth downe, 
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mihiſter,& Zod in him. And for the better 
procuring and preſeruing of this retterence : 
Itis verie requiſite alſo, that his meſlage bee 
delivered with authoritie and maieſtic, ag 
Paul aduiſeth Titus; the reaſon is in the 
2.Cor.3.20, The miniſter is an embaſla. 
dor for Chriſt; now the embaſſador beareth 
his perſon that ſent him, hee is his vicegerent 
to ſpeake and do thatthat he himſelfe doth; 
therefore the whole fun&ion mult bee with 
authority. I is ſaid that tne people were a- 
ſtonied at Chriſts doQrin, becauſe he tzuzht 
them as one hauing authority,and not as the 
Scribes,to ſhew that the miniſter ſhall never 
moue by his dotrine, except it be with au- 
thority. He that wil approue himſelfe in the 
fight of God to be a muniſter after the Lords 
liking , and win glory to him.that ſent him, 
muſt hane his life clothed with robes of ho- 
lines and righteouſnes.T mean not thar a ho- 
ly life is eſſentiall to a miniſter, ſo that he is 
no miniſter that wants it,bur that it is neceſ- 
ſary for a miniſter, for many ſhall ſay at the 
laſt dayto Chriſt, Wee haue propheſeed in thy 
name; to whom anſwere {halbe made againe, 
depart from me ye Workers of intquitie I know 
you not, The neceſiitic'of it may appeare by 
many reaſons : firſt, a winiſter vileſſchec 
bee ſanQified hee ſhall neuer ſoungely, and 
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the Lorde reucaleth his will vnto the hum- 
ble, and his counſelles ynto them rhat feare 
him , and to none elſe. Lawyers become 
cunning by long reading; and Phiſitions by 
experience ;z yetno man waseuer a perfect, 
Cund,and mdiciall diuine without holines. 
This knowledze 3s rather feeling,then lear= 
ningzin aboundance of heatt,rather then ex- ; 
treame ſtudie, ſent by God to good men: fo Jy 

that, hee that can ſay with Dauid » I loue thy Pl.nr9.ura0 

lawe, may lay,I haue more vnderfanding then 5 

my teachers . It is the equitie of God , vn» 

willing to obey, vawoorthy to knowe ;z for 

what ſhould hee do with a talent which wil 

notvſe it? Therefore he which forbidderh 

pearles to ſwine ,.ſ{tates his hand from caſt- 

ins knowledge to the wicked , except ſo 

much as ſhall condemne them. Further,the 

2norant people cannot ſee the ordinance of 

God, but they vſe to iudge of a mans mini- 

ſtery by ſenſible things which they lee in 

him ; therefore a good life is neceſlirie ina 

miniſter, For they ſay, becauſe he liueth ac- 

cording to his teaching wee will heare him, = 

as Herod heard Tohn Baptiſt, becaufe he was a Mar.6.20, ' 

good man and a-yodly. If teachers of hu= ©  * 

maneartes ſhall tell generall things without 
, Examples, it is hard to learne of them : ſoif 
teachers of diuine things ſhall teach onely 
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of them; therefore the miniſter muſt ſetz 
copic with his life, which the Apoeſte ſaint 
Petey requireth when hee fatcth , Feede the 
flocke of God, which dependeth on you , caring 
for it , notby conſtraint , but willingly, not 
or filthy lncre , but of 4 ready minde \, not « 
though ye were Lordes oner Gods heritage, but 
that ye may be enſamples of the che. V Vhat 
manner of examples miniſters mutt bee, 
Saint Paule theweth, I. Timothie. 4. 12. 
when hee ſaieth , Bee vnto them that beleeue 
an enſample, in Worde, in conuerſation, in 
loue, in ſpirite, in faith, and in pureneſſe. It 
is ſaid vntoall men, Be ye holy; bur it 1s cn- 
1oyned the miniſter more ſpecially. to be as 
dorned both with inward and outward ho- 
linc{le. Inward holineſſe Nandeth in faith 
and a good conſcience, which the Apoltle 
Paul would hauc to be in Timothie, as wea- 
pons, without which he cannot fight a good 
fizht; the firſt is, a perſwaſion of the trueths 
or true doctrine : the other excuſeth aman 
in euery aftion, and therefore Salomon cal- 
leth a good conſcience a continuall feaſt, 
And Paul laboured to keepe that above all 
things; for I endeuour my ſelfe to haut 4b. 
Way acleare conſtience both towards God, 418 
towards men, Outward holines which mult 
bein the miniſter of God, is ſet foorth ok 
"Ju ?  Pilhob mutt b: 1 6 auedabit. 4 
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T he third Sermon. 
Azaine, there be outward cueties required 
of him,in regard of his perſon. In regard of 
his familie, 1n regarde of his calling, and in 
regard of ſtrangers, Firſt in regarde of his 
owne perſon, he mult be vnblameable , ſo 
farre from outward crimes,and groſe fianess 
thathee muſt bee free from all 1uſt cauſe of 
| {uſpition, becauſe he muſt reforme others; 
not tobe fiee from {inne, for that is not pol 
fiblein this ife, Hee muſt wiſely conceale 
his infarmmities from others, for being once 
knowen, they are as a barre caſt inthe way 
of the people to ſtumble at, And howſoe- 
uer great and foule faultes in an other man 
ſeemeto bee but ſmall, yet euery light in- 
hirmitie 1n the miniſter is accompred as a 
p:ague-ſore running vpponhim, the which 
maketh him to be abhorred of the profane 
and ignorantiort: therefore if the miniſter 
ſhoulde-make his infirmitics knowen vnto 
them» it were all one asif hee ſhoulde ſay, 
I haue the plague about me , and fo make 
tiemto abhorre both his perſon, and his do= 
Qrine, 
Secondly » in regarde of his ovyne per= 
on it is requir:d that hee be the huzband of 
one wite, for in thoſe times men had twoo 
Wues, and then he might not be a miniſter, 
cauſe. that hee hadde broken the holic 
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which ſhould ſe it kept in others. Tf hes 
had bin ſuch a one, and now is ſingle,or Io} 
ned onely to one, hee may be a chriſtian, by 

not a miniſter. And the like is to be ſaid 

him that hath been ſomerime a Preacher of 
the goſpell, and after that fell ts be an jdo. 
later or a Popith prieſt,and is now a profeſ: 
ſor of the goſpel again; the chutch may vp. 
on his repentance take him for a chriſtian 
but hee ought not to ſerue in the publique 
miniſterie of the word,as yet many doe, be- 
cauſe hee is not onely blemiſhed himſelfe 
worſe then a man that wanteth a member, 
which inno wiſe might ſerue inthe worke 
of the miniſtery, buralſo 1s a fowle ſcarre in 
the face of the church-which muſt be remo- 
ued, that the church may looke with a loue* 
ly and comely countenance;that her friends 
may be inloue with hir,and not through hit 
vely and deformed viſage, be occaſioned to 
loathe her : and this is that which the Pro- 
phet Exechiel in plaine words hath recorded 
1 this manner, Thus ſaith the Lord God, No 
ſtranger vncircumciſed in heart, nor yncircum- 
ciſed infleſh,ſhal enter into my ſanFuarie': Net" 
ther the Leuites that are gone backe from mM: 
when Iſrael Went aſtray , which went aſtray 


from me after their idolles, but they ſhall beare 
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: Thethird Sermon... 
ifer in the houſe. [But how ſhal they mini 
er? ] they ſhall ſlay the barn! offering and 
je ſacrifice for the people, and they ſhall ſtand 
efore them to ſerue ther |, thats , they ſhall 
ſerue as drudges to doe all the {cruile worke 
thar belongs to the fanQuarie, like rhe Gi- 
conites» who were appointedby Toſhxs to 
ary-wood and draw water ; and why? be- 
aſe they ſerued before, their idolles, and 
cauſed the houſe of Ifraelto fall into iniqui« = "i 
tic; Therefare haue I lift vp mine handagainſt pxecua. ny | 
then (faith the Lord) and theyſhal beare their i 
iniquitie. . And they ſhall not come neere ynto ns 
me, to do the office of the prieſt Vxto me, neither 
halthey come nere vnto any of mine holy things 
1the moſt kely place , but they ſhall beare thetr 
bane, andtheir abominations Which they haue 
committed... And 1 will make them keepers of 4+ 
the watch of the houſe, for all the ſeruice there 
of, and for all thatſhal be done therein, ' 
Now if any man will obie& againſt this 
that hach been ſpoken, that Paul wasaper- 
cuter of the golpell,and yet afterward was 
ated to bea preacher ofthe goſpel; he way; 
butit will not ſerue his turne;:for firſt, Par! 
3 nota'preicher before he was a perſecus .. 
tr,tortherthad hee beenea right apoſtara, 
or dacke-ſlider fron the faith; as thoſe men : 
Vere of whom I ſpake before, asnamely, +: 4 
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goſpel in king Edwards dayes, and perfſecy. 

ters of the golpel in Queene Maries dayes & 

then to beconie preachers of the goſpel}a. 

gaine in Qu. Elizabeths dayes; ſuch Apoſtz- 

taes I meanc wad Pay/neuer,neither are they 

to'be admitted into the miniſterie nowe. 

Secondly, Pau was extraordinarily called 
 andconuerted; itdoth not therefore follow 

that any now-adays ſhcu!d looke for an ex- 

traord:nary calling when the ſame Apoſtle 

Hath imed down an ordinarie rulesor an or- 

dinarie miniſter:e, and amoneſt other rules 

hath laide downe this for one , thar a mini« 

ſer muſt be varep: ooueable 2 but jt is veric 

euident,that ſuch apoſtatacs ard runnagates 

from the farrh (which baue made alſo others 

to fall away with them) are very inſ{tly tobe 
reprooued, Thirdly, itis required ofa mi- 

niſter of God, that he be watchfu!l, becaule 

the church of God 1s ſubie& ro the tempta» 

tions ofhererike:, and Sathan, therefore he. 

mult of necefvity be ref1dent vp6 his charge» 

that he may be acquainted with the natures, 

and conditions, & opinions of his flock-con- 

tinually,& ſo meet with euery inconueniece 

m.4&.10, asitariſcthbefore it grow to a head,Curſed is 

be that deth the worke of the Lordnegligent'; 

YH If negligence inthe Lordes worke be accur- 
{Nprerefidencie, ſed, then what bleſsing car a Non-refidenl 
® look for vpen his nan-xeftdencie? tor there 
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can be no grearernegligence in doing of the 
Lords work, then for a miniſter to leauc his 
place & ſtanding, wherein god hath ſet hiny, 
and tocominit the care ouer yntoa hireling 
which was comitted to himvlike the vnkind 
nurſe which turnethouer the childe to ano» 
ther, whom the parents of the childe neuer 
ruſted withall.If any wilſay they can be but 
 tauzht,& as good by one as by another.«they 
do but deceiue therſelues.. For.if theſelues 
ſhould commit their owne chuld to a nurſe, 
whom they hauc made choice of before an- 
other, they would not like it well, nor take 
Rt well if tnatnurſe ſhould take her wages, 
and poſt it ouer to another, and ſay,it can be 
but kept,or,it can be bur fed, and as good by 
oneas by another. Beſ1des that, the Lord in 
his word exprefly condemneth ſuch kind of l 
dealing in the prieſts of Iſrael, charging the F*<<-444 | 
to haue broken his covenant; and How? be- f 
cauſe thev had brought in ſtrangers to pol- 5% 


, . O . 
Jute the houſe of God,beinz vocircumciſed 


in fleſh,and 1n heart» who offered with the 
bread,fat and bloud, which the Lord calleth 
abominations; ſhewing the reaſon of it , for 
yehaue not kept the ordinaunces of mine holie 
things, but you your ſelues haue ſet others ta 
bake the charge of my ſenfluarie; which mas 
kerh as dircaly againft Non-refidents and 
 Ueir Curatezor ſubtitures ascan be; for if 


a> Ale wm, — * a 
_— - _ - Fa "> T - 2 mpeg” 
- Ko -_ a % AAS . Ws. A or gs — -_ 
ns « w_ "4 Ws A gent eu, ts Jomrorny 
i> *;4 "I ” 4 mm —_ _ < + _—_—_ * = od w 
- 0 ” A. * <. . % FOB ES, 4 7 ""% E " —_— = , : _ $44 aS.- «+ % ; v 
RAE": AES 7 IG ESE ogy a Sn 2 ey « ſ! 6 —_ -4 _=_ _ . 4 IFY.- EE . te. JAG es _ . 
-_ ARES wn > = i” hs F On” W le; _ 
of : « ” F P Fs ” TY Q , : — EC I er = Y _— >D by _ " * < > a bb onde tart, E . * z 4 "i 
*_ 0 - "ac 5 ts : os od kad a gu _ — oo OS b —_ - EEO —— 
- x - R - hl R 6 abt GE "PU aa. Id - : 1 7 > Cai. X 
X = Pl 29"IG + ts \ = : $9. dd 5G ns Fe 
. SY _ 


; &- RE SFOINE mr” 
_ © ORE Ao ni z 
Las 
. F 


a 4 
: * 
a 


_— 
i 
4; by 
1; A , 
2 - k » 
WIS fs 
a, " X L 
1 ! bo” »*.v 
} "Y 
IT : . 
: en ow 
© þ, ED 
\v ny ny * 
) " #44. . Y 
" FF 35 3 "af, ) 
WE. + &o | 
4 1 "3.4 8, i” abs we 3 bb, 
i : Fan , 
bo p 
- 
5 07S; 


"+ a dp os a 


God:wooing b#Chitrch - 


ſuch care was required of the Leuitesand 


prieſtes vnderthe ceremonies of the lawe, 
which were but{hadowes of Chriſt and the 
gofpel. How much more ought the-mini. 
Iters of the goſpel to haue this care to looke 


wvntothe worke of God themſelues , vnto 


whome is committed,not the ſhadowes,but 
the ſubſtanceit ſelfe, even the Son-of God, 
who-was the ende of thoſe ceremoniall fi. 
gures and ſhadbwes,and the difpenfarion of 
the goſpel of Chriſt , wherein 1s exhibited 
more cleerely vato the church of God even 
Chriſt Ieſus himfelfe alredy come, and cru- 
cified,and in heauen glorified, which farre 
excecdeth al thoſe things which were com- 
mitted to the prieſts and Leuites : which did 
alſo exhibite. Chriſt vnto the-church , but 
more obſcurely,and a farre off. Now if God 


- wouldnot diſpenſe with them for commit- 


ting the charge ofthis houſe then, toothers, 
much leſle wil he diſpenſe with vs for com- 
mitring the-charge of his houſe nowe , to 
others ,. And admir. that their ſabſtirutes 
be honeſt men, godly,learned,and painefull 
top, whichyct is but ſeldome(though fom- 
time) ſeenezif they be not troubled,nor cal- 
iedinto queſtionas others be,yerwee mult 
know tharGodhathnotpronmiſed any blel+ 


: fling,bur torthe:labours of ſuch as he hath or- 
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«© Thethird Sermon. 
etcrie hircling} for God will bleſle no ordia 
nance but his owne» what care and intent ſos 
cur menhaue. . | 
Fourthly , it is required of a miniſter, that 
he be ſober , that isthere muſt bee a mode+ 
ration of all his affeQions,and ofal his appes+ 
tites,as in cating and drinking, 1n appartell; 
in recreation , in companic; keeping ,, and 
ſuch like , vnto which muſt be 10yncd mos 
deltie ,.that in govd and ſeemely order, his 
outwarde behauiour muſt. not be offenſive, 
he muſt be free from all light ſpeeches , of 
ſhewes , hee mult Jearne to beare his pers 
on orderly, in dignitie and gravitie , asbes 
comnerh the miniſter of God: It is alſo xe» 
quired, thathee bee harborous and full of 
hoſpitajitie, accordiog to hisabilitic,and an | 
entertainer of rhe faithfull; hee muſt be alfa 
apt to teach, & able to deliver the word, and 
t0 appiy tap ty and fitly according, to Limes 
Pace, phrſonsjand al occaſions, as Eſy.laith, 
e had a tongue to ſpeakt words in dugſea- 
l,which(asSlomon ſaith) arc like aples gf 3a,g0.j 
golde with piQures of filuer, molt preciqus | 
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and comely, wherof one's worth a thoufand Pro-25-1h! | 
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ofothers, & hath more grace thenren thqus .  * 
band. There be threg fouls, vices, which aſt *- 4 


deremoued from his perſon, Firſt hee muſt 
not be gigento wine; thatigalwaicsto.luthy 


i +. -j , 
R, pt : G a ; Py 
K ASI t ce ChE31z8 
as ON > em 4 wh Bo +4 » YR ha _ <d- ft. — ty 
- & a. we nd A» A Bos + oF. RON "W 4 "A . by iy oy - 2 = | - 9 . pe "hy ' 
, 2! as kD 4 Pot oo TIF CEN. TRY "oe Y vu 2 "Hh, EO BY A S& Ry: >» o bo oy 
we F) 4 ow, "x: "WY ne £5 7 HY w VB (o ;, - a + '#, AH" * - 6 . Fs "* 4" La > © wy bas 


Fo 
Ah x 


©. 
LS 7 


— 
As Sa =. ES ,, 
att. a OE, FC; 9 ” _ 2 - _ X 
- ” Dt: "4 


: Es SLE 
—_— -_ ps arent 4 
_ WS ; FR Ono —x -7 v ET - - 
Ls 


a—_ AX, 1 ate * == Opry RE —_ 
v Io ane ns A—— = 
| : d - 
4 Sp +7 ET 17 2. x 7 " = 
= o vibe "Io, FH Wed SSH — Sg 6 on BY riagk & 3 Bn 1 "ifoncan 
rn I "_— = I: 3 —— . — — 


*-<>#" + $7 Bp 


A. RR wa, 


—_— 
God woging his Church 

cannot eare,but (til muſt have wine.T tmorhy 
might dnnnke winenot for p!caſure, but for 
his helth,& for pleſure too,ſo itbe not ordi 
narily. Secondly,he muſt be noſtriker,ifhe 
cinot ouzrcom his people by exhortation,& 
inſtruQion m his publike fun&tion, hee may 
not {trike them. In his family he may ſtrike 
his ſeruants and his children when they de- 
Terue correion, yet with diſcretion;for ther 

hes both miniſter and maſter. And in wars 
 alfohe may (trike the enemie , when bythe 
magiſtrate hee ſhall be thereunto lawtully 
called , for hee is both aminiſter and a ſub. 
wa, Thirdly;he mult not bee ginen tofirhy 
Jucrezas they that live of the gain of vſury;or 
of cards and dice, and other gaming, or by as 
Hy gains that come by hooke orby crook (as 
the prouerbe goeth) againſt the law of God 
&'man. The reaſons are taken from the con- 
trarie cauſes, for ſtiokescome from anger, & 
he ruſt. bee a man that can bridle his avger: 
"aridcouetouſnes rsthe cauſe of filthy lucrc, 
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— Trifrequired of Gods miniſterin reſpect 
of his faxmily, he be ſucha onethatcan'go- 
-xerirhis fainily wel. For the goucrnment of | 
.*afamily is a great ftay of a church; and com | 
*mon wealth, that 15,when by the example of 
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fiffcient decarine in the-word to gotlern by? 
Then doth che nuniſter gouerne wel, when 
his whole family is1n ſubieQion: and obetlis: 
ence of. the magiltrate, and wiiling to ſu;ter 
when they offend:now ifany looke for libers 
It is chiidren;therfore the apoſtle puttethy 
chitdren for all,8& ſaith that they mutt be int 
ſubiection;thertore much more {ervints: & 
tiatthis may riot ſeem a ſma! matter;he ſaith 
that it maſt be 1i1 al honelly;or comlines; to 
ſbewe thatthere is decencie 1D that family 
when euery chiide doth his duety, and great 
comeiines 15 in ſubieion, the reaſon 1s, if a | 
man cannotrule his own family; how can he 15.24 
rule God; chucch?therefore he 15 not amums +-24Y 
terafter the Lords heart; that bringeth vp 
his children diffolutely:and here by the way: 
wemay ſee,that God doth not;require of the 
miniſter either a ſingle life;ot a monkith lite 
nor a whoriſh;& adulrerous life, which whos 
loleadeth in popery 1s betrer accepted then 
he that liveth in holy eſtate'of matrimony. . - i hl 
 Inregardofhis calling tothe faitnitis re« lioeo id 4 
Quired that he Le riot a yong plat'or a nouice; fark 
gods church is compared to a vineyard:thoſe 
Which are coucrted are as it were broght out 
ofthe fieid:;& planted inthe vineyatd:now if 
litheſe be bur as ofa years growth ar ſo;th 7 
ae notfit to be miniſtet leſt they being pul J 
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A man tiewely connerted , hath not ſounde 
knowledge, & ſo falleth by ignorance of his 
mind toerronand fo to herefie by pride,and 
fois 11 the ſame fin with the dewill ; nay,the 
apoſHeſaith;m the condemnation of the de- 
uil;thar is,to be without a ſauior,or not-ro be 
faucd : tnerefore we ought to take heede,fos 
the-danger is great, pride and liking of hart, 
wil bringa man tothe diuils ſin;if it puffe vs 
vp-then are we gone; pride keepeth out hu- 
mility,which muſt needs receiue Chriſt. He 
thatcan aſcribe confuſid to himſelf, keepeth 
out.pride,oratthe leaſt fighteth againſtit. 

_Thelaſtproperty thatis required to bein 
a minifterzis in reſpeRt of ſtrangers, He muſt 
hauec agood teſtumony of thEthat are with- 
out;cuen of infaliicaniio are not yet conucr- 
ted. Sohe muſt behauic himfelfe; that cuen 
frothe wicked(ifit be poſsible)he may haue 
_ @& good report. (Hee muſt be eurteous toall, 
goodand bad, notcurteous tothe faithful.& 
 auſteretothe wicked, but curteous to al:the 
reaſon is,leſthetfal into reproch,&rhe ſnare 
of the deuil, The reſonof thisdury is drawn 
#rothe inconucnicce that wil-folow the con- 
trarie;for whom muſt hee convertithe wiC- 
-kedithenif he eome into hatred with them» 
hee ſhall be able todo them-no-good,if the) 
blaſphenie God and him. And thusby!e= 
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uil,either to be diſlolure,& not to care what 
he doth, or elſe deſperate of yerie griefe and 
ſorrow of heart:by which we may ſee what 
danger it is to raife vp ſlander of any man; it 
35as much as a mans ſoule 15 worth, for this 
giveth rhe-deuill occaſion to worke vpon a. 
man. And a man may ſpeake that which may 
make an other man come to deltruRion , fo 
much as lieth in him that ſo ſpeaketh.' The 
world isa place where fathi hath al ſnares on 
ech ſide, therefore we muſt take heed. They 
that lie in the ſnares, itmay be, ſee nothing 
of all this,but thoſe who haue bin in,and are 
cone out,doe ſce them, therfore it is needfull 
to pray, Eeade vs not into temptation, but delt- 
wer vs fromeuill, And thus much tor the du- 
ties and qualities ofa miniſter in reſpe& of 
his own perſon,of his family,ofhis calling to- 
the faith,and of ſtrangers,by which{togither 
with that which hath beene ſaide of his doc- 
trine) it may eaſtly appeare who. be mini- 
[ters according to the Lords heart or liking, 
and who be not : Itfolloweth in the text. 

W hich ſhal feede you with knowledge and vn- 
ferſtending.Now the Lord ſheweth what be- 
nefit they [hal reape by their paſtors, name- 
lyknowledze and vaderſtanding;they ſhall 
not only; be to Gods liking, but alſo for their 

ſoules good : nay,they canaot be paſtours to 
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God wooins: his Charch 
nefite of Gods people; for God hiketh well, 
when his church thriueth wel, & the church 
thriweth wel when it growethin knowledge 
and ynderſtanding ; for that is the way to 
_ Brow ſtrong in faith & repemance, & loue, 
 andin zeale,and in patience andin al the ia» 
uing graces of the ſpirit of God,to know and 
to ynderftand the waies otthe Lord. This 
knowledge is the knowlege of Gods wil re- 
nealed in his worde , which ſheweth both 
what his purpoſe is concerning all men, 
both-good and bad , wicked aid godly, the 
faithful and vnfaithtall,;the ele& and the re- 
probate , the ſaluation ofthe one , andthe 
evra of the othier, the aſlurance of 
Doth , the meanes and the cauſes of both, It 
ſheweth alſo what is required of al men tobe 
beleeued, & whatto be practiſed, for the ads 
uancement of his glory, T his is called the 
knowledge of God in Chriſt Ieſus, where- 
in (tandeth cternal] life, John chapter ſeucn- 
teene verſe 3. This knowledge of God 1sthe 
firſt and chiefeſt principle in chriſtian reli- 
gion,becauſe without it,it is not pols ble for 
- any man to worſhip him, as he ought to bee 
worthipped of vs, for the Apoſtle ſaith-how 
ſhall we call on him, on whom we haue not 
- belecued?and how can we beleene in him,0 
whonrwe haue not heard? and how ſhall we 
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fy, we can doc none of theſe things with” 
out knowledge; for knowledge is the end of 
hearing and of preaching : therefore doe'we 
preach and heare,not to make the ſcriptures 
better (as ſome ſencelefle idiots dye umma- 
cnc) but to bring men to the knowledge 
of the truth. Now as the apoſtle ſpeaketh of 
futh and prayer, which toe twoo c{peciall 
parts of Gods worſhip, wee cati neither bes 
lceue axight,nor a6 oh without knows 
ledge, ſo may it bee faide of feare and lone, 
andall other points of the true worthip and 
ſeruice of God , that men can neither fearg 
God aright, nor loue Godaright , nor con- 
fes him aright,nor acknowledge his gouern- 
ment aright, without the knowledge of 
thoſe things. | ep 

And for the betrer bringing vp of men in 
this holy knowledge of God , the Lorde 
hath ginen his ſtatutes vnto Jacob, and his 
ordinaunces vnto Iſrael, which hes bath 
not vouchſafed vppon all nations , for the 
heathen haue not the knoledge of his waies; 
Pfalme a hundred fortie and fix. And theſe 
ftituresof God are contained in the bookes 
of the olde and new Teftament called the 
holie Scriptures, by the waie of excellen- 
#c, which being rightly vneer(toodect vs. 
doe bring vs direRtly go the true knowledge 
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arc inthe ſcriptures ſom thines that be hard 
and darke toour vnderſtandit ing : therefore 
the Lord hath ordained paſtors & doors, 
whome hee hath alſo furniſhed with viftes 
pf knowledge and vtrerance, and earning, 
and fan&ification, that the y may reach the 
Lords people the true meaning of the ſcr1- 
Mures, and ſo traine them yp in n the knows. 
edge and obedience ofthe Lord, 
'By this then it appeareth how neceſlarie 
It 1s for all Gods children to haue the know- 
ledge of GOD. the vnderſtanding of the 
criptures, and the preaching of the word a- 
mongſt them by a paineful!, faithfull, and 
earned miniſteric. And on the Fs fide, 
It bewraycth the peſtilett daunger of i Igno- 
ance and ignorant miniſters, and alſothe 
Treneſl of barereading,without the til- 
ge ofexpounding, of catechiling, of doc- 
trine, ofexhortation,and of application, the 
which is thelife of doarine; ; by which holy 
meanes; as it were , with the Lords ploughs 
the fallow eroundes of mens hearts are bro- 
ken vp ,' whereas otherwiſe the ſeede isbut 
caſt amoneſt the thornes, as Tereny, ſpeakes. 
When the Queen of Ethiopia her chamber- 
Hine-was reading the prophet Eſay in Þs 
charior, Philipas fed him if he vnderſtoode 
What he read, to ſhew thatat man may read 
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without an interpreter , as that noble man 
confeſſed ; for how can I vnderſtand (faide 
| he) without a guide? Therefore Fxra(when 
he had read the ſcriptures) he aiſo gaue the 
ſence, and cauſed the people to vnderſtand 
the readingto ſhew, that bare reading 18 not 
ſufficient ro bring men to vnderſtanding. 
And therefore our ſauior Chriſt alſo, when 
hee had reada place of Eſay that concerned | 
himſelfe, hee cloſed vp the booke,and ope- rue 4.20, 
ved the text, making application thereof to 
his hearers : whereuppan it followethin the 
ſame place,thatall that heard him bare him 
witnes, and wondred at the gracious words 
that proceeded out of his mouth, ro ſhewe, 
that preaching giueth grace to reading. And 
when the word read is opened,andapplied, 
then men beare witneſle of the trueth , that 
1s, they knowe what to helde and belecue 
for trueth, and not before. This the apoſtle 
Paulknew verywell, andtherefore hee did 
not onely teach the Epheſians openly, but 
privately alſo in euery houſe , going from 
houfe ro houſe, warning,and exhorting cue- A&.2040,; 
ry one as hee had occaſion, to ſhewe what 3 
courſe thofe ſheepeheardes moſt take that 
would-bring their flocks vnto the green pa- 
ſtures of heatenly comforts, and the lining 
Waters of eternall happineſſe, both growing 
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knowledge and vnderſtanding in rhe holy 
word of God. And furthet, for the necefiity 
of knowledge & vnderſtanding, what could 
the lord ſay more to, ſhew the greatnes ther- 
af,then to call them by the name of foode,or 
meate and drinke,for ſo he doth; I will piue 
you paſtors ,which ſhal feed you with know ledge 
and vnderſi«nding; as if knowledge and vn- 
derſtanding were foode of the ſoule , and fo 
they beto teach vs; as there is nothing more 
neceſſary for the ſtrengthning of the bodie, 
chen meate and drinke, ſo rhere.isnothing 
more neceſlarie for the ſauimg of the ſoule 
then knowledge and vnderſtanding . Take 
away from the bodie ordinary {uſtenance 
long,andit ſtarueth. And take away know: 
ledge and vnderſtanding fromthe ſoule,and 
it periſheth : Therefore as Chriſt ſaid when 
he raiſed yp Tairus daughter,giue hir meate, 
ſo the Lorde ſaieth, when the ſoule is raiſed 
vp tothe life of God; giue it meate; but that 
mult be knowledge and ynderſtanding. 
Againe, as knowledge and vnderſtanding 
arc here called food,ſo paſtors are called fee- 
ders, as if they were nurſes, & the people 3s 
babes & children which neither know what 
1s good for them , nor kowe to dreflc thei! 


meat nor how to feed themſelues. And thet- 
he jo 
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ſet before children which muſt bee cutre inf 
peeces, and be diuided before it can profite 
them. The preachers are allo called feeders, 
to ſhew that they muſt be like nu;ſes 1n able 
litie, in affetion and diſcretion, Some haue 
wherewith to feede their ch:1dren, but they 
-reynkind and vnnaturall,like crue! hatlots 
that kill their children, that they may not be 
troubled with the.Some bearea good affece 
tion to their child:en, but their breaſtes are 
drie, and they haue no meate to give them 
when they crie for it ; as inthe great tamine 
of Samaria. Som haue wherwith to feed,but 
for want of diſcretion to obſerue the childes 
nature and conſtitution,as alſo the weaknes, 
or {troagnes of the ſtoinackithe frowardnes 
&tendernes of thinfans, and the caufes of al, 
at happeneth that much is given, and little 
dizeſted, & great pain 15 taken to little pur- 
poſe,bicauſe the child is either miſ{diered or 
diſtemprea,or handled too tender!y, or too 
rizoroully, Therefore 1n the feeders of the 
ſoule there ouzht to bee ſufficient ſtore of 
knowlege;there ought to be a louirg & ten- 
der affetion» tempered with wiſedome and 
diſcretion, that every one may haue his dye 
portion faithfu'ly diſtributed vaxo, him, and 
that in due time and ſcafen. It is alamen- 
ble hearing ro heare the children crie for 
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God wooing his Charch 
Nurſe, 1 hauc none for thee, thou muſt 
farue, for I haue none to give thee .. But + 
is athouſand times more lametable to heare 
the ſoules mone for want of ſpiritual foode, 
oh what accompt haue they to make ynto 
God that take the place of ſpirituall nurſes, 
and haue no milke in their breaſts, that is, 


| know nothing to any purpoſe? is it nothins 
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to ſtarue the Lordes people? Is the murthe- 
ring of mens ſoules no fin before the Lorde? 
O that the ſmoky Kemariss of this our age, 
as vnpreaching miniſters and non-reſidents, 
and ſuch like did conſider well of this point! 
then would they not leaue their occupations 
and trades,as many haue done , and betake 
them to the miniſterie, as their laſt refuge, 
forliuing and maintenaunce ſake , but they 
would leaue the miniſterte as faſt ; and be- 
take themſelues to ſome other trade of lifc 
againe , and wiſh thar their heades were 
fountaines of teares, that they might weep 
day and night for rhe ſlaughter and deſtruc- 
tion which .they hatic made of the Lordes 
people . V Vhich they were bettec to doc 
nowe while the Lorde doerh allot thema 
time ofrepentance; theaheereafter in hell, 
from whence there is no redemption. Oh 
that our Patrons; and Biſhops hkewiſe did 
enter into the- due conſideration of this 
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and ynworthy worldlings be preſented and 
zdmitted, nor ſo many godly and painefull 
paſtors be diſmiſſed as ther are, to the great 
woe and ſorrowe of many poore ſoules that 
haue received moſt ſwcete comfort from 
their bleſſed miniſterie and painefull ende- 
- yoursin the Lord. 
Butnow itis time to center combare and 
encounter with our aduerſaries the Papiſts: 
nay the aduerſariesof Chriſt and his church 
about this point, who woldbeare the world 
in hand, that Ignorance is the mother of de- 
uotion, and that there is no neceſsitie of the 
(criprures for the common people, but that 
every one mult belecueas the church belee- 
veth withoutany further triall or examina- 
tion had of the marterby the word of God. 
Which bloudy dorine,and vncomfortable 
aſſertion we ſhall ſce(by Gods grace) to fall 
downeand-breake his necke ar the ſight of 
the trueth., as Dagor the idollof the Phili- 
[limes did at the preſence of the Arke. 
Ignorance(fay the Papiſts) is the mother 
ofDeuotion. And Ignorance(fay the Prote- 
ſtams) is the mother of dination. Now ther 
sgreat-oddes between Deuotion and Dam- 
nation:z :as much asits betweene ignorance 
and:knowledge,orberween light and dark- 
nelle. Indeede of Popiſhdcuotion , who 
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erilege,and blaſphemie, and pride,and am; 
bition,and couctouſneſle, and treaſon, ard 
all abhominations, and inthe ende;eterhiail 
damnation. 'Tgnoraunce is the mother, but 
not of true deuotion which picaſeth God. 
Knowledge and Ignorance be contrarie one 
to another ; and as they be contrarie cauſes; 
{o their effets muſt needes be contrary, and 
that by the ruie of contraries;for, Contrario- 
rum contraria eſt rats, Now if knowledge 
be the roote of faith, and of loue;, and of 
zealez and of obedience; and of all vertue 
and goodriefles as it 1s, then is riot 12norance 
the roote of taith, but of vnbelcefe , notof 
loue, but of hatred, not of zeale; but of rath- 
nelle and coldneile,not of obedience, but of 
rebellion, not of gcooduelie, but of mil- 
chiefe ; and therefore not of deuotionney= 
ther, but oi damnation. PO 

In the ninetie Fuz Plalnie the Lorde ac- 
cuſeth the lewes of hardnes of heart, temp- 
ting of God;and continuali rebellion agaioſt 
the Lorde tor tlie ſpate of fortie yeeres, and 
addeth this withall as a reaſon of all their 
wickedieſle, that they knew not the waies 
ofthe Lorde ; for which cauſe; the Lorde 
{ware in his wrath ; that they ſhou!de nc- 
ater center into hisreſt, to ſhew vs what bet 
the fruites of ignoraurice z which if it bee 
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ton as Eringeth foorth all manner of ini- 
quitie, and ſhutteth menoutofcternall fee 
hcitie, 
Inthe fowth Chapiter of the Prophet 

Hoſea, in the ficſt, ſecond, third and fourth 
verſes, the Lord hath a controuerſy with the 
mhabitants of Iſrael , becaule there was no 
trueth; r;or mercie, nor knowledge of God 
amoneſt them, bur ſyearing, and lying, and 
killing, and ſtealing, and whoring, and op- 
preſsion , for which things the Loid telkerh 
them that the land ſhall mourne, and euerie 
one ſhall be cutoff, ro.ſhew what is to bee 
looked for where the knowledge of God 1s 
wanting. | 

When the Prophet Fay reproued the I-* 
nelites idolatrie, and hypocriſie, hee faide; 
Knoweſt thou nothing? asithe ſhould ſay; 
theſe are the fruits of 12norance. In Philip, 
the firſt chapter and the omth verſe the A- 
poltle prayeth God, that the church might 
abound in knowlege and judgement, which 
hee woulde not have dcone, if ignoraunce 
were the mother of deuetion.. Our Sauiour 
Chrift commaundeth his church to ſearch 
the Scriptures, adding this as areaſon » that 
they beare witneſſe of him, and ſhewe the lob,g.396 .. 
Way toeterpall life, to ſhew that ignorance : 
not the mother of deuotion, By this may 

| Welce how much we are beholding to the 


a 7 
od mpoine his Church 

papiſts for ſhutting vp the doores of know, 
ledge againſt the church of God. T hey are 
like the Philiſtines that put our the eies of 
Sampſoa,that ſo they might the better make 
ſport with him + and when the Papiſts had 
- put out the right eye of knowledge inthe 
church , they might then make them doe 
what they liſt themſclugs . They are like 
the cruell Nakeſp the Aminonite that would 
make no couenaunt with the Ifraclites, but 
vppon condition that eyerie man woulde 
put out his right eye. The raucn when hce 

falleth vppon aſhecpe, the firſt thing hee 
\ doth; is to picke out his eics, that ſo he may 
. the more eaſily deuoure the body; ſo when 
the Papiſts fall ypon the ſheepe of Chriſt, 
the firſt thing they labour ro effeQzis to pui 
out their ejes of knowledge , that ſo they 
may the more eaſily prey vpon their bodie 
and goodes too... T hey tell vs forſooth that 
the ſearching of the ſcripture is the cauſe of 
etrour. And our fauiour Chriſt faith, there- 
fore you erre becauſe you knowe not the 
ſcriptures, which of theſe muſt we belecue, 
the Papiſts er our Sauiour Chriſt? They tel 
vs that the ſcriptures are hard to bee ynders 
1 ſtoode, but the Lorde faith. Althe words 

of my mouth are rizhtequs,there is 110 lewd- 
nelle, nor frowardneſſe inthem. They are 
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Rraight;to themithat would find knowlege: 
The papiſts ſay,they arc hard,andthe-Lotd 
fich;they are plaine and ſtraighr;which of - 
theſe now ſhal we beleeucrthepapiſtgorthe 
Lord? Indeede ſaint Perer faith, that inthe 
writings ot his brother Pasl, there are fome 
things hard to be vnderſtoode, winch igno- , vu 
raunrand vnſtable meridoe peruert:as they = 
doe all other ſcriptures to their condemnas 
tionznowif they be hardy-we ſee towhome 
they are hard , to the "ignorant and vnſta3 
b'e,but not'to theſe that defire knowledge, 
t'them they are rnade caſte by the Lorde\ 
Therefore it muſt ſtand vs in hande to bee 
weltrepaired , and fanQtified by fayth and 
prayer; when wee deale withthe ſcriptures; 
ind bee truely reſolued to bee reformed 
thereby,or elſe wee:may fall into errour,: as 
aiuſt recompence of our pride & prefump- 
ton, V Vhenthe Iſtaclites ſhoulde come ,,,,, 
befote the Lord, they muſt be ſanified to 

day and to mortow faith the Lord:when we 

come to the handhng of the ſcriptures, wee 

come before the Lorde, atid thereore' wee 

muſt bee thronehly: fanRified';? ad with 

Moſey ; wee muſt put off rh& ſhoots of uf 
carnall-afteAions when! wee corne to deale 

With thebooke of GQPfforthe feriptures 

ie the mount, fr whith-God dothThew 
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aflaine offire.In them the Lord ſpeakethtg 
vs, and:wee heare the,words of euerlaſting 


Hite, wee:mult therefore {trip off all ourat: 


fections;: and falidowne betore.the Lorde 
with: feare, and knowe who it is that ſpea- 
keth.: His woide1s holy ;letvs take heede 


- therefore into what hearts we put itz wee 
__ tna\y notreceiuc itto;puite vp our hearts, & 


towaxt proud with knowledge,we may not 
yl 3rito anaintaive debates and contention, 
to'vauritiour ſelues,'or.to make ſhew ofour 
curinitige., His wordg:teacheth lowlineſle of 
main toi&zow our ſelugs: If wee learne not 
humilithwe learne nothing. The ſcriptures 
are Gods myſteries therefore bee not too 
curious : they are Gods ſea, : therefore take 
beede that wee bes not drowned in them. 


 FEhey-are-Gods fire, therefore take we heed 


that wee-bee not. burned: in them, They 


are the glorious ſunne.of the Lorde,to giue 


 lightro them that ſit m darkenefſle and {ha- 


dow of death, butthey that gaze ouer hard- 
ly,vppon thc ſunne; take: blemiſh in their 
eic-light,, Now if wee cometo the-worde of 
God with that feare.and reverence, &paiet, 
and fathand repentance,and loue;& zeale, 
and huwmilitiethat{hould be invs, wee ſhall 


eali}y-prque'the papiſts lars, in-layang the 
ſcriptaregar © hard;&aboue: the: 
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cnt Anugnſ{tne therefore reprouethverſt . . . "7 
jharpelyin writing againſt hun, And great'5 E, 7 
reaſon had hee for 1t, for God himſe!frelles' cotir, 1 
v5 otherwiſe , In Denteronomie chapter 30. 
11,72,1'2, 14: verſes he faith. This comman- 
dement'which I grxe thee this day, ts net hidden 
from thee, neither is it farre off. It is not itt 
| heauen » that thou ſhowldeſt ſay, Whoſhall goe 
vþ for Vito heanen, und'bring it Vs ,and cauſe 
v120' heareitt, that wce may dove it? Neithet 
is it beyonde the Se , that thou ſrould:ſtſaie, 
whoſhall goe cuer the ſea for vs, and bring it 
Vs; and cauſe vs to heare it; that wee may dee it? 
But the Worde is very neare Vnro thee , euen in 
thy month, and in thy heart for to doit. And | 
by the nineteenth Pfalme he | faith that the Plains 15 Y 
law of the Lord is per fefÞ,connertiug the ſoule; I 
the teſtimonie of the Lorae is ſure » and gineth 
wiſedome vnto the ſemple , the ſtatutes of the 
Lorde are right, and retoyce the heart, the 
OMmaundement of the Lorde is pure , avid g1- 
rh liphe vatothe cies : Dauidiaith, Theword _ 
of the Lorde 1s a lanterne vnto his feete, will Plal.tr5,rbg 
« light onto his pathes, 2rvd hee and wee}muſt | 
foealt by'one 11ght. Nowe ifthe lightbee 
Carke;then whatiscleate? or what can hee 
ke that-cahnot ſee the Hahr.. Iris expedis 
IM(ayth areverend arid leatried-Father,) 
ther fornething ſhoulde be coucred to make 
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Gold waning his Church 
ts vaderſiand,mare feruentin prayer, more 
willing toaske the wdzement of others,and 
to preſume the leiſe vppon our owne iudee- 
ment. It cauſcth a man to take thar profit by 
Paints , which he could not take by negh- 
gence, Andal things (faith he)are piaine to 
him that hath ſoynd knowledge,but-to fools 
the moſt caſte places ſecme hard ; for how 
can wiſedome cater into a fooles heart, ora 
wicked mans heart,both which are enemies 
ynto wiſedome ? They are like the Owle 
that cannot ſee the brightneſle ofthe ſunne, 
not becauſe the ſunne beames are darke, 
but becauſe his cies are weake,and cannot a- 
bide ſo cleare a light. But the Papiſts tel vs 
that they are not for the common people,as 
though forſooth the common people were 
none of gods people,or had no ſouls to ſaue, 
The ſcriptures bee bread and drinke which 
nouriſheth vnto euerlaſting life , (ſaith rhe 
ſame farher)& great cruelty it is({aith he)ro 
ſtaruc Gods people to death; Butgghat z are. 
. they vnfit to have the {criprars becauſe they 
bee poore? why Chriſt ſaith , the poore rc- 
cciue the golpell, and bleſſed arc the poore 
19 ſpirits forthcirs is the kingdome of hea” 
uen; if the kingdowe of heauen bec rhens 
why ſhoulde-they not: hauc the ſcriptures» 
as thejr euidence to ſhewe for the (go 
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have the ſcriptures, becauſe they are vnlear- 
red2why the apoſtle ſaith, Teſtee to ktiow 
nothing bur Chriſt,and bien crucified: &6tir 
uiour Chriſt ſaith, tharhk father hath hid 
theſe thinzs from the wiſe & learned of the 
world, and reuealed them vnto babes ; and 
ſimple ones. And the Apoſtles wete ſent td 
allcreatures, learnet,and yolearned,poote; 
and rich. There is none too poore, nor tod 
rich,nor too olde,nor too yon2,but whoſoe. 
uer hath eare to heare hath leartiins inouch 
to be a hearer. The wiſeſt; and the [cated 
men in matters'of this Porlde'; Have nor al+ 
waies prooucd the readieſ(t ro fet forth the 
elory of God;for who refiſted Moſes abt + 
70m-fiot the people, butthe kitig & the chiek 
of Exypt. Who ſtoode agatiaft Flies, but the 
wh of Bae who ſtoned the prophets,but 
the wifeſt in Iſrac!?who rented Chriſt but 
the Scribes and Phariſees ; not the common 
people? wherein wee may fee thar fulfitled 
which the apoſtle alfeadved our of the pro< 
phet, ſpeaking i in the pe ron of God , 1 will 
deſtroy the wiſedome of the wi ſe.and wel caſt «- 
Way the vnder/tiding of the prudent; where is 
_ wifewhere ts the lertbe? where" is the di- 
(puter ofthns wotldthathtiot'God made the 
wiſledom of this world fool{hnes?fot ſeeing © 
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the fooliſhneſle of ipching to faugthoſe 
. tharþelecue, whetherthey be poore 6x rich, 
" learned or vntcarned ,. thatis no-mitter;-ſo 
they' belecue they 1 ſhall be ſaucd , by the 
means ofpreaching, which by the wiledom 
pf the world is condemned for fookihneſlc. 
Andthus we ſee the Papiſts condemned of 
moſt horrible crueltiz ard murther, tor that 
they wouide of their. chariie ſtarue, Gods 
ith, by withholding the food..of know: 
ledge and vnderſtanding fram them. 
+ Itisfurther to be obſcrued that thoſe pa- 
A orsare promiſed ofthe Lord 'O COME asa 
eift,both to ihew how ynworthy wee arc of 
fuch a bleſving; as alſo to teach vs þpw thik- 
fully we ſhould receiue/itat the hands afthe 
Lord thatis the giuer. 1 wil giueyou paſtors, 
£2<.asifhe ſhou! dfay;when youhaue them 
you mult not take them as due ynto. you for 
your deſeruings ( for you delexue,no good 
' thingofme) but 1willfreely beſtowe them 
ypon my church.” Amongſt rempaxal bene- 


\ Mites there 15nane-like 2000d wife... and a: 


Ty mone(t ſpiritual benefits there is none like a 
good 6 4 Andbothare ſenrfrom God, 
ro thoſc that ſeare him with this poſie, ypot 
them;donum Dei, begift of God;that ifami 
ſhouldaske, ER 2iveth 1 this Wainan to be 
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dol; ſoifany tnan aske who gaue-thisÞþa- 

four to this congregation 2 and otlierſuch 

to the zeſt of his church; the Lord doth an+ 

{were from heauenadd ſaith, that do I; he 

is my. gift, And rothole that-turne- Vito me, 

] il giue.-paſtours-according:te: my! heart; 

for houſe andriches are the inheritance of the 

fathers, faith Sd iamon,but 4 prudent W: ff come 

Met hoft he Lord Pr.1 9.1 4. Soageod paitor 

comes not as houſe and land;by 1nheritange, 

bytas: a v2 O41 tec O mes , f ndth atis ofthe 

Loxds-Such paltonurs and teacberyarg ſent ay 

ſpecwll loue taxens to the godly; whereby 

theymay knowe how the Lorde.doth loug 

thera. Bur izndrantminiſters, and Nep-re+ 

fidents; and tune-fesuers&1doll{hepherds, 

and ſuch like areſent. of Gad;rothe wicked, 

as Saul was giuen. to Ifragll in'hisyrath ta 

plague them withal, and to {ſtrengthen them 

in their ſinnes,. and{6 to ſcale vp, their couy 

demriation, as Salomen farth of a harlot; The 

lippes af a ſtrange women art 45:4 diep pit. and Prout, 24 

be with whamthe-Lard i augricſnell fall in> | 

to theſeme;: {ſo may.it be ſac ol wicked par 

{tors and blinde.gudes, they andthieigpeos 

ple gae together into! the ditch » and they: 

whome.the Lord nangrie with, Thalbe-pla- 

Sued ivighfuch ».i:Thbe Apolile Pawt fairbs 

that Chriſaſcendiopivpontighigaucogitts © | 
_ YDFORet, ,, 490888 5 be £2 Ues > {oine, tbe ls 4 
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paſtours and doors, &e.:and thoſe he gue 
to his church, for the gathering together his 
ſaints ,' to teach vs that they are not: ſent of 
Godlike marchandiſe for our money (as5Si- 
men Ae5u thouzht of the gifts of the hohe. 
ghoſt) but they are fent as'gifts,and are tobe 
receined as the gifts of the Lord, 'The:only 
way to obtaine ſuch gifts, by prayer, 7he 
harueſt is great (faith Chriſt)- aud the labow- 
rers are' few , pray yetherefore to the Lorde of 
the barweſt, and he ſhall ſond foorth labourers, 
to ſhew that God will have his giftes' dra« 
wen from him by prayer, that gjhe vel be 
knowen and acknowledzed to be the'giner 
of them, as men will fay,if heg had askced ic 
of me, I would hauegiuen it. him ; ' ſo doth 
the Lordfay; if they had asxed fach:paſtors 
af me, I would have given them fuch.” This 
therefore is the cauſe why there are ſo fews 
true Jabcurers im the Lordes hatueft, and (6 
FF War wicked loiterets,: becauſe the church 
Ss. genetal, -and congregations, and chriftt- 
*Þ alis ii-partietfar » (arc riot catheſt enough 1n 
If prayer vnto God forthemyfor(as Efay\faith) 
\Þ #eſoiuld not givethe Larde any veſt, but, as it 
i. Were, Weariehim with our prayers, vurill be 
repdite the decayed placerof Zion, ani burld' vp 
Leruſalom bn her perfeft'btautle y.ro8hcl bs tht 
oO proecf the aorblesNeitheriio good pi 
FF — Rotsgorten,iorBad-oncsdifplaced , by 
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ling and-libellingagainſt Biſhops, :and the 
gouernours of the church , | {as ſome haue 
chouzht)norby factions and {editions draw- 
ing of multitudes to praQtife againſt; the 
ſworde of authoritie, nor by robbing-the 
church of her children , nor by ſ{ci{maricall 
ſeperating ofour {clues fromthe church» as 
| hereticall ſchiſmatikes doe thmke, nor by 
withdrawing. of their lungs. as. couctous 
worldlings imaging :but by humbic ſuing to 
Gad-wwth prayer and {upplications'; for ſo 
are his gifts obrained; ſo thatif men woulde 
leave theit ſcurrilous libelling ,and their vn» 
ſeemely rathng,and their vaine talking, and 
their {c1fmaricall ſeperating, and: their {edt- 
ticus banding, and their cruell dealmg, arid 
now-anotherwhilexrie the Lord by'turning 
vato him, as here herequireth ys, andplic 
him with our humble prayersas Chriſt hath 
commaunded vs, there isno doubt, but it 
would goe better. with the poorc chutch of 
| Chriſt rhewit doth; for rf we do that which 
5 required of.vs, [nioſt certainely the-Lorde 
will performe that which hee hath promis+ 
ſed: Nowe where:the Lord: hath! bettowed 
luch paſtors, ;ahd planted the meanes od, faf- 
uation, ww much, ow doabs): Pt 
vaine , T wothings doth-the Lordiexpe&t 
and looke for ar wh hands which haue re+ own 
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and obedience:for loue requires lobe acgin 

and ſeeing theſe gittsare fent frothe Lord 

Tpecial tokens of his loue & fauvortowardys 

his maicſtic Jookes for great lone again of 

towards the giftfor.his1ake that gaue it, & 

towards thegiuer forhisown goodnes fake, 

which onlymoned himto giue the gift. And 

ſith he giuerh them to feede vs with know. 

ledge & vnderſtanding,he laboreth that we 

ſhould growand thrive the1 by,that is, to be 

the better reformed, both in 19dZzemenits & 

alfo in ourmaners. But that iz may: appeate 

the better what lone we owe to the Lord in 

this reſpe&;we ought to conſider the great- 
nes,Covdnes;& valuc of the gift,wherby we 

ſhal al fee theigreat loucand goodnesof him 

that isthe giner. Exery man isfriead vato hin 

that giueth gifts;then eucry.man ſhould loue 

the oma gieth ſomany gixts ashe 

doth; yea' for the gifts which men-giuc, the 

Lords tobe loued;bicauſe they had neither 

what to giuenor wil to giuejvntill the Loid 

give both. Althe gifts of the Lord arecither 
bodilyor'fpiritual.reporal or eternal,general 

or ſpecial; ſome are commonto-man & beaſt 

& ſomearecommonto:$o0d and badyto the 
repraqbate(&rh6ole, as: meate, & drinke & 
y. _._,.. Spparcl,appetitcrand digeſtion, houſes and 
FF... ands;catteland corne,gold & filuer, health 
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peace and plenty, learning and wirwiſdom 
:nd policy ;frends-and premotion,aud many 
fich bkethe leaſt whetoft deſerteth and-re-" 
mceth that wee ſhoulde lope and fearc the. 
Lord with al-our harts, with at our firevgth:: 
but befdes theſe,rhe daily giftes which-the: 
Lord giueth troman,and ro:theearth, & the. 

| ſea,and.che heaucns;yea the whole world'for: 
mans vic they are intinit,that to.go about to: 
wber chem, were to meaſure the ſea with a 
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ry 
inthy bafders,en [atisficth thee with the flour of 
Wheat, W.hen he confidereth the benefit of 
Godsword;he faith: Heſhewerb his word ynto eof 
Licob, bis ſtatutes and fudgements.yuto Iſrael: 
be hath not dealt fo with edory notion; to ſhew: 2® 
inthe word of Gods aſpetiall 'bleGing, 


and not ta þe; reckonedamongſt ſuch things | 


co 


| - = | 33 
"Cod wroing his Charch 
T7 When the Apoſtle ſaint Paul would ſer 
outthe greatneſſe of this gift, heſaith, that 


the prace of God Which bringeth ſaluation hath 
<ppeared, meaning the goſpel, to ſhew thar 
men cannot be faued withoitt it; ſo.great,fo 
cood., ſoexcellent, and ſo neceflarie it is. 
All other blefsings are of the grace of God, 
there isan enriching grace, a healthy grace, 
and a wealthy grace,and a healing erace,&c. 
But this is called the ſauing grace of GOD. 
Dzvid prefetreth- it before his kingdome, 
becauſe irdid cotfort himin his affliction; 
if thy word (faith he) had not beetit my comfort 
in my «fflition, Thad periſhed , to ſhew that 
the-word of God is|better then akingdome. 
Fhis may make the children of God the 
more toloue ſuch meſſengers, as bring ſuch 
- _ tidings of peace; atid ro feare fuch a God, as 


+" = giveth ſuch gifts vntomen ; but as for the 


wicked whoſe eies the god of this worlde, 
that is, Sarhan, hath blinded , to them it 1s 
but asa tale of afooliſh thing , for they are 
like the ſwine , which finde more fayour 11 
the mire, then in'fiveet perfumes;or like the 
dunghil cocke , that had rather find'a graine 
of corne\, theaa precious ſtone: If ſweets 
| floutes be gren rohim thar harly his fences, 
they will ſmel{-ſwecte,buta deat man feels 
na{wectneſſe inthem;, thouzh'they be put = 
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man ſhall feele the {weetnes and goodnes of 
chis gift, bur the carnal] man, in whomeis 
notthe life of the Tpirize , {hall never make 
any account of it. Againe,the faithfull doe 
not onely loue the giver for his gift, butal- 
ſo maketh much ofthe gifr, for the giuers 
ſake; as men will ſay of their friends giftes 
or tokens, I will not part withall, I wil keep 
it full daintily (though they have no vle for 
it)for his ſake that beſtowedit onme:much 
more doe the faithfull reuercace the mini=- 
ſters of Chriſt, and their paſtours which la» 
bour amangeſt them in word and doQtrine, 

| andare ouer them in the Lord; they make 
much ofthem, yea they haue them in ſfingu= 
Jar account for their workes ſake, and keepe 
them very carefully, both becauſe the Lord 
gaue thern, and they haue a maruelous come 
tortable and heavenly vie of them to eter= 
nall ſaluation . Whereas the wicked who 
never knew the worth or want of good Pa+ 
ſtours, 11or the neceſsitie'of knowledge and 
vnderſtandivg, doe they take themto bee 
lent of God as tokens of his loue , or as the 
onely meanes.of{aluation, or doe they feare 
the Lord eucr the more for ſuch gifts? or do 
they loue and reverence the gifts for the gi+ 
vers fake? or doe they account of them for ; 
ticir fake3 Nona ſuch marter, they kvowae — | 
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tarher for their enimics;as Achab did Elia 
whoſaid; haſt thoii found me O'my entmy? 
they rake them as men ſetit of the Lords, or 
rather' come out from the devill to plague 
them,and to rrouble them, as Herod and le- 
rufalein thought of Chriſt : and after that 
rate doe they vie them; with all reproches 
and mockesthatcanbe detiſed; with al dif: 
daine, with all mariner of iniuries and flan- 
dets,and thus doe the wicked rewarde their 
paſtours whitch' feede-them , which they 
woulde not doe, if theydid take then as the 
eifts of God:bural this oughr not to diſchu- 
rage paſtours and preachers ct the worde, 
becauſe baſe perſons doe bafely account of 
them, but rather confirme rhem in the fth- 
full execution of their office ; t; king the 
hatred of the worlds as a ſare token of their 
miniſters effeRual! working , and let them 
tearne to play the parte ola norſe with their 
people, who hath manie a foule hande with 
the childe before thee can bring it to ame 
perfetion , And let them bee content to 
become hike torches, which burne out them- 
felues while they give light vnto. others, 
not fearettig; the faces of men becauſe the 
Lorde is a 'braſen wall betveens themand 
their aduerfaries , and though they bee ill 
_ of the worlde yerlet them bee 
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ward fromthe lord who hath ſetthEaworke. 

[wilgine.} Thelaſt thing we haueto ob» 
ſerue here» is, that the Lord doth not onely 
ay you ſha)l haue.paſtors,but I will giueyes 
peſtours according to. my heart : it his people 
will repent, hee will performe that which is 
promiſed & none other for him;this is great- 
ly for the confirmatis of the churches faith, 
when the lord himſelf doth promiſe a thing, 
& ndertake the performance of it humlſelfe. 
Ifami had made ſuch a promiſethe perfors 
mance remaineth doubrtul, becauſe he wan- 
t:th pawer,or skil,or conſtancie , his minde 
may alter, or meanes may faile., or hee may 
bee ctofled, with ſome higher power ; bur 
wita the Lorde is no ſuch thing, for he hath 
both power and skil,and is alwaics the ſame 
and changcth notneither is there any power 
aboue him to croffe his maieſtie. If an angeli 
tom heauen had made ſuch a promiſe, yet 
the performance is dourfu},becauſe he is bur 
acreature,G& 15 ſubicR to the checke, & cone | 


 Gullwoigg ha Chitrch 
.* Bar rhispeople were itt captiuitic,& they 
enemies had'dominion-overthem 3 how wi} 
the Lotd'reftore thanivery welzfor the lord 
wable-tods i either by force of angels, as he 
deliuered Peter out of priſon, -orby men, or 
by other creatures,ashic deltwith Pharao,ot 
byruroing their eninies hearts;as he turned 
Saules heart, when he followed Danid to kil 
him,' according; to the ſaying: of Salomon. 


Whien a mans Wates pleaſe the Larde,hee will 
eauſe his foes to become his friends, or without 
meanes,onely by that worde , whereby hee 
made heauen and earth and all the worlde, 
When matterwas wanting, 'Hereef we hauc 


many examples: God ſaid he woulde make 
Ifracl amightie people , cou!d Pharao pre- 
| vent it2no., though hee ſaid ; Come and Let vs 
worke wiſely with them,celt they multiply ec. 
God ſaid D#urd ſhould be kingzcould Seule 
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eriiapdhe vokoly 
teuilihimſelfe;h 
dearb5yet the ra 
Cady the => Lord we bleech 
for thymerciesfake'y!indofpite of all. 
penetfiies here'we'maydet thavverefied = 
ativin the:Pronerbs,>Nhers [rmcounſabls, Proi1.48 
Tiſedome , :nor ſtrengeh;' is patnff the bend, 
dmarþther place he: Kit, Man ye Pro.49.3. 
eine mart heart, but thetonifollafchoLu7 Loy » lng0j! 
{fondo 16 any thing tynder good thing 
Ot og [bur n>deniſe ford 
aedeviti; x ry ſhill:doegomorethenthe 
d19e CRþy ditte; "Our! Hrines ate the 
ras mr the wicketh bareviiſtianiees 
| eules, mdwiitd bythe t;ord like uhup, 
0 was calted-the>ftafferoftheLordyth 
boye:his <hinth awithattivAnd therefort 
my takra/wron? courfetohauethe cu 
Goltate bettered, 1vr}6 606 {potf oj 
andthe ſtareabdth Bithops';/andipi 
, and thedumbe hiing 
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{n the cliurch,nenet a good miniſter ſhajly 
Jong;ar reſt, and I know not what.heuer log. 
king'what hurt their raſhnes and prepoſte. 

raus blind zeale doth pracure : but they a 
much decgiucd, for let thoſe tharcall vpn 
thename: of God departe from euill , and 

- .- +; thre vnto the Lordegand then looke why 
his maicſtic bath promiſcd,it ſhall ſurely be 

_ ..-* performed, though the rune be prolonged 
..- fortheexerciſe of our faith, & paritce: Ity 

_ afficierfor vs, if the Lord laithihe wil do it 

| though hedconottell vs-whens and howeht 
Avlkdeit; hoc hath'wayes cnow t0© being hi 
counſelro-paſle. With this (;4:w4{} of pi 

miſe of God-Jert-vs learnt to arm ourlc 

Againſt all temptarions,all-fea1es,all doubn 

Fo all ets whatſoever, let. min rake heed! 

10jy they emerpuiſe :any; thing againſtsl 


% 


will of Gad » what meanes ſacucr they #4t 


$9.effect theax boopoley ht if they ſay ti 
id 


will, andthe. Lotd fayshee-wil not;orift 
Gy, it ſhalnotbe,and lic Lord fab, it 
Þbeall their awurmurivg & bandigand cf 
_ dulting,and pradſing will be in vainc;oP 
EWheq6c2m5! !chgrth laid he: would came againſt Iciv 
Fr Vim gk coughs beſklard ane, 
-eate:theirgwnedimnge 4nd drinke? | 
[palle;bur thb L;orthfalg he! ſhowd.net{b 
: RATE into Jeruſklem;and) itcdmeny 
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em geeb,ur hedid notsth ewes yow- 


edneitherto cate or drigke till they hadde 


killed Pay,butif they bad kept their vowe 
led Chriſt, buthee coulde not,and many o- 


thers haye purpoſed many other things,but 


to his own wil and pleaſure; and all toſhewe 
hot wuely lob ſake when he ſaid, The hand 
of mari is nt able to accomp 
bi heart. As this is a fingular conſolationat 
all times, ſo now in this hard time of dearth 
and ſcarcitic >the Lord doth promiſe yppon 
the true repengange of his people, to bleſſe 
the earth, with plentic, & to ſarifit the poore 
with bread,let the wretched cornemongers 
and cauetous caterpillers ſay, the price {hall 
uot fall,the Loxd that hath ſaid rhe word wil 
do it mauger their beards,and cauſe themto 
fallroo, with ſhame inough if they repent 
not: let no man ſay as the noble man of Sam- 
ri (aid, Though the Lord ſhauld apex the win. 
flower of beguen and raine downe wheate,@rc. 
Iwill not belecue the words of the prophet» 
lcſt he ſee itz but 6nioy it,not'as hee did!that 
was tpoden downe in the gates ofthe citric, 
And to conclude, {ceing as we are readie to 
©amans word for any thing ,if hee bean 
honeſt man, and of any credit or ability,aad 
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vinkour {clues fafc,if the prince, ora mea- | 


; on oving his OÞWEch; 
fon fay ; Low Line thee” this 67 

ow tn Ch re ought wet vnfrBets 
EET ab chi charlie promiſerh, 
Tall Tien and faithfull'>Fea Wives 
doy br of tl the paces when: he! L ith; E will 

KA e wheii hee th; T wilttiot; qWee off 
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